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Wood Duck Nest Box Monitoring System
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years ago utilizing dBASE, a 16-bit DOS-based | = eI
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functions but it’s use is tedious. For that reason, it is e
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being converted to FileMaker, a modern relational
database system. FileMaker was selected because of
its ease of use, ability to incorporate many file
systems, and cross-platform compatibility with .l
Apple. * stieiice

- '

The extensive menu screens of old system have been
replaced by pop-up or pull-down menus driven by

lookup tables or value lists. The Species Lookup Table provides a list of potential users
of the nest box and drives a pop-up menu in the box observation
section. Other critters utilizing the next cavity may be added
easily, resulting in a complete pop-up menu listing.

Nest box locations are recorded at the top of the screen.
Latitudes and longitudes in decimal degree format facilitate
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Information about the specific nest box is contained in
the yellow window. Data are entered via pull-down =~ ———— |
menus driven by value lists.

Total Box records /

in the system

The bottom section is a “portal” or window into another
database. Each line represents the observations taken
during a visit to the nest box. Many of the field
selections are available from pull-down menus.

A button dock facilitates navigation, data

This is an example of a pop-up menu driven by a value
entry, and file export. p pop-up y

list. In this example, Water Characteristics selections are
being displayed.




