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May 2010 

With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird 
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global climate 

change and how it is affecting bird populations across North America

Announcements

●     We have just launched the new BPP Website: www.
pwrc.usgs.gov/bpp/! The format has changed to 
a drop down menu on the homepage which will grow 
as the program grows. We have added additional 
information and resources and will continue to bring 
new features, charts, maps and other information to 
the site.  

●     Many additions have been made to the FAQ sheet, 
take a look if you have questions about transcribing. 
There is also a printable PDF of the FAQ for your 
convenience. Also, email me if you have anything to 
add. 

●     The BPP fact sheet and brochure have been updated 
and linked to the BPP News Page- check them out!

●     The BPP now has an organization page on Facebook. 
If you are interested, become a fan, meet some of 
your fellow transcribers and take part in discussions.

 
 

What We're Working to Bring You 

Current Progress 

Current Migration 
Card Count: 

 
1,845 

Online Volunteers 
 

286,793 
Cards Transcribed Online 

 
10 

Office Volunteers 
 

581,318 
Cards Scanned 

 

Quick Links
Register to become an 

online transcriber 
 

Become an office 
volunteer  

 
BPP News 

USA-NPN
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●     

Chart for entering cards with multiple dates, sometimes 
spanning more than one year.

●     

A prompt instructing transcribers to make a new filter 
selection once the current selection you have chosen runs 

out of cards.
●     

Additional charts and maps. 

Volunteer of the Month 
 

Bob Hartman 
birding in Thailand

Bob Hartman 
 
Bob Hartman grew up in Oklahoma, went to college at the Rice Institute (now Rice 
University) in Houston, married Toni, a Rice girl from Houston, and then went to 
graduate school for physics at the University of Chicago.  After graduating, Bob 
took a job as an astrophysicist at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center (a few 
minutes from the BPP office), where he did mostly gamma-ray astronomy for 37 
years before retiring about 4 years ago. 
Bob has always loved birds, but until 17 years ago, it was always just a casual 
interest.  His wife and he started birding in 1993 after a vacation in Canada 
around Banff and Lake Louise, where they encountered some fascinating birds 
that they had never seen, or even heard of, like the American Dipper.  They 
started wondering if there were birds around their home that were also 
interesting, and then became "hooked".  Toni died almost 5 years ago, but before 
that, they got all three of their children involved to varying degrees in birding.  
Bob has continued their love for birding, and has now visited a number of foreign 
countries, from Finland to Namibia, Australia, and Peru. 
Bob's involvement with BPP started about 15 months ago, and he comes in 
consistently a few days a week to help prepare the cards for digitizing.  He says 
he's continually impressed by the dedication of those observers from as long as 
130 years ago and keeps thinking that they would be gratified to know that their 
hard work is finally beginning to be utilized and be amazed by the technology we 
are using to accomplish that. 

Observer of the Month 

USA-NPN
 

The BPP is part of the USA-
NPN which brings together 

citizen scientists, 
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators 
and students of all ages to 

monitor the impacts of 
climate change on plants 
and animals in the United 

States. 
 

Learn More....
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Karl Christofferson 
 

Karl Christofferson Bird Migration Card

 
Dr. Karl Christofferson was born on June 13th, 1876, to Andrew and Lena (Foss) 
Christofferson. Karl's father was born in Norway, in 1850, and his mother was 
born in Wisconsin, together becoming one of the first Norwegian pioneer families 
of the state of Wisconsin. Lena Chirstofferson passed away at the early age of 
thirty-six leaving behind her two sons, the younger of which, Andrew, passed 
away when he was only three. Karl Christofferson received his early education in 
public schools and graduated high school at Rhinelander, Wisconsin. In 1896, he 
entered the Indiana Dental College, in the city of Indianapolis, and graduated in 
1899 with a degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery. He went on to live and practice 
dentistry in Sault Ste, Marie for many years, also becoming very involved in local 
politics although never running for office.  
Christofferson, along with friend Michael Magee who was a well known naturalist 
in the area, began driving around the eastern Upper Penninsula checking on bird 
populations in 1913. Christofferson became so enamored with the work Magee 
was doing, banding birds, that one day he called the other dentists in the 
community to his office and told them he was "going back to Nature." At the age 
of fifty-one, he gave away all of his dentistry equipment and began his second 
career as the first superintendent of the newly created Munuskong State Park. His 
primary job was banding birds, but he was also in charge of improving and 
grooming the habitat to lure in more birds to the area. The work that 
Christofferson did over the three years he spent at Munuskong appeared in the 
December 1927 issue of The Wilson Bulletin. 
Chistofferson then took a job, in 1930, as a naturalist for a new vacation facility 
named Blaney Park. The 33,000-acre Park had been logged by that time and the 
owners planned to build private cottages on the land with a swimming pool, tennis 
courts, and golf courts but with a goal to maintain wildlife on the land. 
Christofferson became the lead on this effort. He spent over thirty years at Blaney 
Park, as an animal keeper, running visitor education programs and banding birds, 
all while living in a fifteen-by-twenty foot cabin year-round.  
Christofferson lived on into his nineties, and before his death in 1967, the 
University of Michigan Board of Regents, the Michigan Audubon Society and the 
Sault Naturalists honored him for his work. His records showed that he had 
banded over 30,000 birds in his lifetime. Christofferson left a lasting legacy on the 
eastern Upper Peninsula and the body of knowledge on migratory birds. 
 
For more information on the Karl Christofferson, please visit the following: 
Michigan County Histories: "A history of the northern peninsula of 
Michigan and its people" Alvah L. Sawyer 
Blaney Park's bird man. (Karl Christofferson) Michigan History 
Magazine 92.4 (July-August 2008): p50(4). (1532 words)  Reading Level 
(Lexile): 1230.  
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As always, if you have an questions, comments, suggestions or complaints, 
please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica Zelt 
Program Coordinator 
North American Bird Phenology Program 
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center 

Forward this email
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