
NORTH AMERICAN BIRD  
PHENOLOGY PROGRAM  

E-Newsletter 
March 2012 

With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird 
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global climate 

change and how it is affecting bird populations across North America

Announcement

●     We have linked our Facebook page to the BPP website header. Please LIKE 
us!  

●     If you would like to take part in preparation for an upcoming research 
paper, please filter your transcriptions to New York migration cards.  One 
of the BPP volunteers, Jane Gillette, has started preparing an excel file with 
NY observers and locations. If you would like a copy of this file for use in 
transcribing cards, email Jessica. 

●     The BPP would like to update the Featured Photos webpage and we are 
looking for pictures of volunteers transcribing. If you are interested in 
adding a picture, please send Jessica an email including a picture of 
yourself transcribing from your home computer, couch, office, or wherever! 
Please include your name and location in the email. 

●     Looking for a special project? Phil Hicks, Jim Gray, Janice Devine, and 
Winger West are currently transcribing our dataset of observer cards and 
could use additional help. If you are interested in joining this group, email 
Jessica. 

●     Remember: Please mark all cards with multiple years or more than 4 
dates, as a "problem card." Under reason you can select "Other" and then 
type into Transcriber Notes, "multiple years." These cards will have to be 
addressed in the BPP Office.   

What We're Working to Bring You
●     The BPP has temporarily taken down the dataset of verified records from 

our Download Data page while we implement a new automatic validation 
system to our database. Check back soon for an updated list of validated 
records. 

●     To make transcribing a little bit easier, we are working on adding an auto 
complete function. We will first add this to the Observer field before adding 
it to other fields. 

●     We are working to keep the webpages up-to-date, by adding content, 
keeping all links functional and secure, and providing assistance as 
needed. 
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Petrina Vecchio  
When a friend 

introduced me to the 
Bird Phenology 
Program, I immediately 
recognized the value of 
the data which 
volunteers were being 
asked to transcribe. As 
a former forest ranger, 
I have been closely 
involved in issues 
pertaining to the 
environment and 
wildlife, and saw the 
project as another 
stepping-stone in 
increasing our 
awareness of how 
everything in nature is 
connected. On a personal level, I am a long-time birdwatcher with a particular 
interest in the behavior of the corvid species, notably crows. A lifelong association 
with these highly intelligent and resourceful birds has led to my nickname of 
"Crow." Currently, I volunteer at Mount Rainier National Park, and take advantage 
of every possible opportunity to photograph birds and wildflowers. If you're ever 
out this way, you may find me hiking the trails with the camera slung around my 
neck, always ready for a rare sighting. 

Observer of the Month
William Palmer   
William Palmer was born in 1856, the son of Joseph and Letitia (Griffen) Palmer, 
in Penge, London. He spent the first twelve years of his life there. William's father, 
Joseph, was a skilled taxidermist, modeler, maker of plaster casts, and the 
coloring of reproductions. He worked for Professor B. Waterhouse Hawkings at 
Crystal Palace creating restorations of extinct animals. William visited his father's 
place of work which had a great influence on him and inspired his later work. 
When the Professor was asked to do similar work for Central Park in New York 
City, the elder Palmer and his family moved with him. Joseph worked on this 
project until it was eventually abandoned after which he served as a taxidermist 
at the park, later becoming general assistant at the museum, and for a time was 
in charge of the zoological garden. In 1873, he came to Washington where he 
became a taxidermist and modeler at the National Museum, a position he held 
until his death. William Palmer went to school in New York City to pursue a 
medical profession but was forced to abandon his goal after little support from his 
father and lack of financial support. He followed his father to Washington, D.C. 
and worked for a mercantile firm which he enjoyed. But his father was determined 
to have William follow in his footsteps and found a vacancy for him at the National 
Museum in 1874 as assistant in taxidermy and modeling. William worked under 
his father until 1883 when he was sent to New Haven, Connecticut and later 
Barnegat City, New Jersey to create models for various museums. In 1885 William 
married Miss Arminia Knowles of Washington. In 1887 Palmer was sent along with 
Messrs and Lucas to Funk Island to secure the remains of the Great Auk which 
they did with great success. In 1980 Palmer was sent to the Pribylou Islands in 
Alaska to hunt for a walrus for the museum. Though he ended up securing a 
walrus hunted by officers of Revenue Cutter, while on his trip, he collected 
thousands of specimens which he brought back to the museum. From that point 
on, William was sent on many expeditions around the globe to secure specimens 
for various exhibits and was eventually promoted to Chief Taxidermist of the 
National Museum. In 1914, when the last passenger pigeon died at the Cincinnati 
zoological garden, it was sent directly to Palmer for preservation. Palmer belonged 
to an array of groups including the Society of American Taxidermists, the 
American Fern Society, the Biological Society of Washington and the American 
Ornithologists' Union, the latter which he became a member of in 1888 and fellow 
ten years later. William Palmer had a long and distinguished career, passing away 
at the age of 65 in 1921. 

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the USA-
NPN which brings together 

citizen scientists, 
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators and 
students of all ages to 
monitor the impacts of 

climate change on plants and 
animals in the United States. 
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Information for the biography and picture were collected from the following 

resources:  
University of New Mexico elibrary

    We are in need of volunteer help to put these write-ups together. If you are 
interested, please contact the BPP.    

Trivia
This month's trivia question: In 1936, copies of the 4th Edition of the A.O.U. 
Checklist for North American Birds were being sold by the A.O.U. treasurer at 
what price? 
 
There were no winners for last month's trivia question, it was a tough one! The 
question was, "What does "auxed" mean?" The correct answer is: killed using an 
axillary barrel. 
 
Early collectors had their guns custom made for them by local tradesman or 
manufacturers. After industrialization, collectors were likely to buy their guns from 
factory stock and then modify them using an axillary barrel to acquire the right 
size shot needed for specimens collection.  
 
If you are interesting in learning more about the historical use of axillary barrels, 
read the excerpt from this 1927 publication of The Wilson Bulletin, Axillary Barrels 
for Collecting Bird Specimens, provided by the University of New Mexico's elibrary.  
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Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a correct 
answer will receive a BPP prize!    

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions or complaints, please contact me.
Sincerely,
 
Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program 
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center  
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