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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global

climate change and how it is affecting bird populations across
North America

Announcements from the Past Month
Kevin Laurent and Yassine Kodad have modified the Data Download
webpage to allow users to view a subset of the original migration
cards after being selected by the user. A new page, Card Viewer
has also been developed to allow users to view the original
migration cards by inputting the observation ID. Feedback on both
pages are welcome.
The Newsletter, Observer Bios, Notable Cards, and Featured Photos
webpages have been updated by Robert Turk.
Janice Devine and Bob Hartman have verified observer records for
the states of NJ, OR, NM, NV, AK, and FL. The observer card
dataset contains the observer names and locations for those who
contributed to the bird migration cards. All records will be added to
our database and website when completed.
If you would like to be included in our Featured Photos webpage,
email the BPP Office with your photo!

What We're Working to Bring You
Validated BPP data is being sent to USGS BISON, an integrated and
permanent resource for biological occurrence data from the United
States.
Computer scientists Kevin Laurent and Yassine Kodad are
developing new visualizations for the BPP website. This is expected
to be a long-term project. Updates to come!

Participant of the Month
John Trapp

I've been enamored with birds for
as long as I can remember, and
knew from an early age that I
wanted to spend my life studying
birds. After graduating from
Michigan State University with a
degree in wildlife biology in 1969,
and following a four-year, U.S.
Navy-sponsored world tour, I
embarked on a 30-year career
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service that found me banding,

managing, monitoring, and surveying migrating birds from the western
Aleutian Islands, to Kodiak Island, to the Alaska Regional Office in
Anchorage, to the Division of Migratory Bird Management in Arlington,
Virginia. Following my retirement, I migrated back to my native state of
Michigan, where I soon began to do volunteer copy editing for Michigan
Birds and Natural History, a scientific journal of Michigan Audubon.
Because of my interest in ornithological history, I also author a quarterly
series for Michigan Birds called "100 Years Ago in Michigan Ornithology."

Current Progress

Cedar Waxwing

Current Migration
Card Count:

295,978
Cards Validated

and Available for Download
694,007

Cards Transcribed Twice
Online

1,008,701
Cards Transcribed Once Online

1,042,494
Cards Scanned

Quick Links

Register to become an
online transcriber

Become an office volunteer

USA-NPN

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the
USA-NPN which brings

together citizen scientists,
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators
and students of all ages to

monitor the impacts of
climate change on plants
and animals in the United

States.Learn More....
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In addition, I also serve as the Michigan regional editor for National
Audubon's annual Christmas Bird Counts. Transcribing bird migration cards
is a natural extension of my career as a Fish and Wildlife Service biologist,
my lifelong fascination with birds, my interest in history, and my love of
data compilation and analysis. I love the thrill of vicariously experiencing
the birds of a hundred years ago through the records submitted by such
notable Michigan field observers as Oscar McKinley Bryens, K.
Christofferson, M. J. Magee, Percy A. Taverner, Josselyn Van Tyne,
Lawrence H. Walkinshaw, Etta S. Wilson, and Norman A. Wood, who were
afield at a time when Canada Geese were a rarity, Wild Turkeys had been
extirpated, and Pinnated Grouse still trampled southern Michigan's oak
openings. I find it extremely rewarding to be able to help bring these
pioneer's sightings back to life in a form that will enable scientists to track
changes in bird distributions, migrations, or populations that might be
related to climate change or other factors.

Observer of the Month
Franklin Lorenzo Burns

Franklin Lorenzo Burns was born in
Chester County, Pennsylvania on
January 18, 1868 to Peter J. and
Ellen J. (Dyson) Burns. Franklin was
the fifth of eight children. His
interest in nature began at an early
age when his physician promised
him a "rabbit's egg" if Franklin took
all his allopathic prescription. This
sparked his imagination and interest
in egg collection which continued
until three years later when he
obtained his first Dickcissel egg.
Around the same time, Franklin
became a frequent visitor to the
Hawthorn farm where a collection of
mounted birds were displayed. This
fueled a desire in Franklin to one
day have a collection of his own, and
to know each of the names and
habits of the species collected.

As time passed, Franklin's three older brothers moved away from the
family farm in Berwyn, leaving Franklin to take on primary responsibility
for the farm work. Though the labor was arduous, he found comfort in a
small subscription library where he would meet with friends on Saturday
nights. In 1884, Franklin learned of the publication, "Young Oologist," and
from it, improved methods for egg collection. He quickly fashioned climbers
out of iron bars and took his first set of crow's eggs from a chestnut tree
at Valley Forge. That same year, Franklin began a long record of service,
sending in bird migration records to the migration and distribution records
at the Bureau of Biological Survey. As his collection grew, Franklin would
hide the eggs in cigar boxes, bedded in hair, so that his disapproving
family would not find them. The following year, Franklin began sending in
bird skins to the A.O.U. committee. Most of his specimen collection came
from a small area close to his home.
Franklin later served in several capacities with the Wilson Ornithological
Club. His articles and studies of bird life appeared in The Auk, the Wilson
Bulletin and other ornithological magazines. Franklin Lorenzo Burns is best
known for his book, The Ornithology of Chester County, Pennsylvania.

Source for Franklin Lorenzo Burns bibliography and image:
Bird Migration Memorandum, No. 6. A Study of Bird Migration in the

Dark-eyed Junco
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Atlantic Flyway (Based Upon Data from Five Observers), August 30, 1940.
The Autobiography of Franklin Lorenzo Burns. The Wilson Bulletin.

September 1926.

Trivia
Last month's trivia question was: What's the smallest woodpecker in North
America? 
A. Downy 
B. Red-headed 
C. Hairy 
D. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

The correct answer is A. Downy. The trivia question was answered first by
Jennifer Turner. The correct answer was also sent in by Judy Staberow,
Frances Raleigh, Matthew O'Donnell, Chris Eberly, Crow Vecchio, Marilyn
Veek, Brandi Lynn Lechleiter, Holly Ferkett, Flo McGuire, Janet Burnett,
John Habig, Robert Hartman and Jade Hems.

This month's trivia question is: What bird has the longest recorded non-
stop flight? (Hint: This is an Old World species, but is found in western
Alaska, where it breeds.)

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a
correct answer will receive a BPP prize!

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints, please contact me.

 
Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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