NORTH AMERICAN BIRD

PHENOLOGY PROGRAM

With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird

Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global climate
change and how it is affecting bird populations across North America

Announcement

The new Volunteer Training Manual (and updated FAQ) is now available!

You can access it through the main menu under Resources--Training
Manual, as well as, on the left-side panel of the v4 Data Entry Page and

under Help on the transcription page after log-in. Please send us your
thoughts about the manual and let us know if there are additional features
we can add to make your volunteer experience more enjoyable.

Our Terms Of Use has been moved under Results on the website's main

menu.

Jessica attended the USGS, Community for Data Integration, Citizen
Science Workshop and the iDigBio Workshop this month where she gave a
presentation on "The North American Bird Phenology Program: Reviving a
Historic Program in the Digital Age."

Forty-five BPP records on Kirtland's Warblers are being used by Paul Sykes
and Mike Petura who are working on a publication on all known reports of
Kirtland's Warbler migration. Updates will be given about the publication as
they become available.

Please keep transcribing New York cards! We have many transcriptions but
there are still cards available that are needed before we start analysis for
an upcoming research study. Thank you for your continued support as we
finish transcribing these records.

What We're Working to Bring You

BPP volunteer, Isabelle Doucet, is working with the BPP Office to update
our volunteer training videos and adding a troubleshooting section to our
new training manual.

The BPP office, with the help of volunteer Janice Devine, are cleaning-up
the observer dataset before it is released and added to our database.
We are working to keep the webpages up-to-date, by adding content,

keeping all links functional and secure, and providing assistance as needed.

Volunteer of the Month
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Current Progress

Picture by Petrina Vecchio

Current Migration
Card Count:

2,945
Online Volunteers

678,161
Cards Transcribed Online

4
Office Volunteers

1,042,494
Cards Scanned

Quick Links

Register to become an online
transcriber

Become an office volunteer

BPP News

Like us on Facebook [}

USA-NPN
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Isabelle Doucet

I am originally from Quebec, Canada, and ;
have been birding since | was a young
child. Growing in Canada, | had the
chance to witness some fascinating
northern birds like Snowy Owls and Snow
Buntings. My summers were filled with
the sounds of Horned Larks along the
country roads and hundreds of Bobolinks
in the cereal fields. My passion for birding
was given to me by my mother, an avid
birder and amazing naturalist. Lately, |
have decided to pursue my own passion
by going back to school in environmental
interpretation and finding more hands-on
ways to volunteer and participate in bird
conservation.

| first found out about the Bird Phenology
Program a few years ago when | was
looking for volunteer work, but did not
have very much time to devote to
something scheduled. | started
transcribing cards and like other
volunteers, enjoyed reading about the
history of the migration cards and the experience it gave me in terms of learning
scientific bird names. The program is a wonderful way for citizens to participate in
scientific study and feel part of a greater community of individuals working
towards the understanding of the effects of climate change on nature.

Observer of the Month

Roger Tory Peterson

Roger Tory Peterson was born to Henrietta (Bader) and Charles Peterson on
August 28, 1908, in Jamestown, New York.

Peterson's father Charles arrived to Jamestown in 1873 when he was two years
old. Only months later, his father passed away leaving the family in economic
strife. At age ten, Charles was forced to work in the woolen mills to support his
family. Later, this raised his expectations of his son, Roger, to get a high school
diploma and work in one of the city's machine shops or furniture factories. Charles
was hard on his son and had difficulty relating to his love of nature.

Peterson's mother, Henrietta, a German immigrant, was also brought to the
United States as a young child. She was more understanding of Roger's interests
than his father, making him a butterfly net and even explaining to the pharmacist
that her son needed cyanide to preserve his specimens.

Growing up Roger's paternal grandmother, an aunt, and six cousins shared the
Peterson's home. Some believe this was the reason Roger was always outside
exploring the outdoors. Few boys in Rogers community shared his interest in
nature. Roger has skipped two grades further separating him from his classmates
and some took to calling him "Professor Nuts Peterson."

At the age of 11, birds became the central interest his life. It was then that his
seventh grade teacher, Blanche Hornbeck, enrolled her students in the Junior
Audubon Club, taught them about birds, and often walked them to a nearby forest
where she used nature to teach writing, art and science. That year, on an April
morning, Roger was hiking with a friend at nearby Swede Hill. The two boys saw
what appeared to be a lifeless clump of feathers on a tree very low to the ground.
Peterson poked the clump, waking the sleeping Northern Flicker and revealing the
bursts of color from its plumage. This was a defining moment in Roger’s life.

After graduating from high school at age 16, Peterson painted furniture at the
Union National Furniture Company for eight dollars a week. Roger's artistic talents
were discovered that summer. The head of the Decorating Department, Willem
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Dieperink von Langereis, encouraged Roger to be an artist and encouraged him to
attend art school. And so, for the next two years, Roger worked and saved his
money.

In 1925, Roger read a notice in The Auk about the next American Ornithologists'
Union meeting being held in New York City which would include a bird art show.
Both of Peterson's submitted paintings were accepted. At the meeting Peterson
met Arthur A. Allen, founder of Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology; Dr. Frank
Chapman, Curator of the Department of Ornithology at the American Museum of
Natural History; and the renowned bird artist Louis Agassiz Fuertes. Within only a
year of that historic trip, at age 17, he was exhibiting in the Cooper Ornithological
Club's first American bird art exhibition. He left Jamestown for the Art Students
League in New York City in 1927. In 1929 he advanced to the National Academy
of Design.

In the fall of 1931, Roger joined the science department at Rivers Country Day
School in the Boston suburb of Brookline, Massachusetts. In Boston, Roger
became a member of the Nuttall Club where he met fellow member, Francis H.
Allen. Just two years later, Allen, an editor at Houghton Mifflin Company,
accepted Roger's first book for publication, A Field Guide to the Birds. Two
thousand copies were printed and sold for $2.75 a copy. In just the first week all
2,000 copies sold. Roger received 10 cents per copy of the 2nd 1,000 copies.
Today, over 7 million copies have been sold, and 52 field guides make up the
Peterson Field Guide Series.

This field guide revolutionized ornithology and Roger found himself defined not
only as a naturalist but also an educator and artist. Thanks to Roger's ability for
both simplification and education, anyone could learn to distinguish and identify
birds. Birdwatching soon became a hobby for vast number of people. From
identification, evolved a love of birds, a desire to preserve natural habitats, and an
advocacy to create widespread ecological awareness.

Roger Tory Peterson's ushered the education phase of the ornithological
movement which still thrives today. Roger died at the age of 87 on July 28, 1996.
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THE AUK, Vol. 46, No. 4, October-December 1929
Information for the biography and picture were collected from the following
resources:
Biography: Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural History
Picture: Point Reyes Bird Observatory
We are in need of volunteer help to put these write-ups together. If you are
interested, please contact the BPP.

Trivia

Last month's trivia question was, "What famous ornithologist was sentenced to life
imprisonment for murder in 1924?"

The correct answer, sent in by Crow Vecchio, was Nathan Leopold. Nathan Leopold
along with Richard Loeb murdered 14-year old Robert Franks in 1924, for which
they received a life sentence. Loeb was killed in prison while serving his term.
Leopold was released after serving 33 years and soon after moved to Puerto Rico.
Leopold revived his interest in ornithology which he had since his youth, going on
to publish the, "Checklist of Birds of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands."

The correct answer was also submitted by: Louis Plankenhorn, Barbara Curry,
Mary Small, Judith Staberow, Henry S. Rosenthal, Donna Lux Hooker, Janice
Devine, Rosane Guimaraes, and Chelsea Schneiter.

To read more about the Leopold and Loeb case, visit Smithsonian.com.

This month's trivia question: The first pink flamingo lawn ornament was created
based on an image in what magazine?

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a correct
answer will receive a BPP prize!

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions or complaints, please contact me.
Sincerely,

Jessica Zelt

Program Coordinator

North American Bird Phenology Program

U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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