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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global

climate change and how it is affecting bird populations across
North America

Announcements
Thank you to all the volunteers who have returned after the hiatus
from the government shutdown. The BPP office is happy to be up
and running again. If you experience any trouble with the website
or questions concerning transcription, contact us!
Charlotte Cook-Fuller, a long-time BPP volunteer from Maryland,
has now transcribed over 150,000 migration cards. Thanks to
Charlotte for the tremendous contribution to the program and
congratulations on hitting such a huge milestone!
Volunteer Robert Turk has updated the BPP homepage slideshow
using a new file format. The new format will make the individual
slides easier to update and will be visible when visiting the site
from smart phones.

What We're Working to Bring You
We will be adding new slides to the BPP homepage slideshow.
We are working to keep all webpages up-to-date by adding
content, making sure all links are functional and ensuring all pages
are easy to find and use.

Volunteer of the Month
Allen Saute and the students of Sequoia Middle School
I started teaching in 1993, after leaving my position as a Peace Officer
Park Ranger, and the year my son was born. I have been conducting
ornithological studies on Sequoia's campus since 1999 when a parent who
worked for Vivitar donated a bunch of refurbished binoculars. My
philosophy of education comes from my work at Canoga Park High
School's Environmental & Agricultural Science Magnet and my graduate
degree from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo - LEARN BY DOING. So with the
idea of birds always being present on campus and having the tools to
collect the data I decided to introduce ornithology to my horticulture/
science classes. When I switched from science to horticulture, I started
searching for ideas/projects online when I came across the NABPP
program. Since I have computers in the classroom and birds are incredibly
important for gardening, I created a lesson that incorporated the learn by
doing aspect - citizen science. I have now removed the birds from the 7th
grade horticulture class and incorporated the lesson into my field ecology
course. The lesson using the transcription cards focuses on understanding
the history of birds in North America (we have come across the passenger
pigeon cards - great topic), ecology, nomenclature, community service,
geography and the original observers so the students learn that these
people were just regular folks like them.

Current Progress
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Current Migration
Card Count:

908,631
Cards Transcribed Online

1,042,494
Cards Scanned

Quick Links

Register to become an
online transcriber

Become an office volunteer

USA-NPN

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the
USA-NPN which brings

together citizen scientists,
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators
and students of all ages to

monitor the impacts of
climate change on plants
and animals in the United

States.Learn More....
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These are my 2 Environmental Field Science classes this trimester (69
students, ages 12-14). This new course is designed to teach the students
how to collect ornithological data in the field and submit it to eBird for
use by scientists and the public. They use GPS units to capture the exact
location, take photographs and use field guides in the field to verify
species and then return to the class to enter the data and photos in their
computers and eBird. To become familiar with local species on campus,
they transcribe 3 NABPP cards for that species (today was mourning dove)
and then use a field guide to record relevant information in their own field
guide for species at Sequoia.
If you'd like to learn more about Allen and his class, you can visit :
http://teachersites.schoolworld.com/webpages/asaute

Observer of the Month
Edith Rhoda Force Kassing
Edith Rhoda Force was born in Chicago, Illinois, on October 26, 1890, to
Estella and James Grant Force. She attended Knox College from 1910 to
1912 in Galesburg, Illinois. In 1919, Edith received her bachelor's degree
from Lewis Institute, Illinois and her master's degree from the University
of Michigan in 1931. Between 1919 and 1924, Edith moved to several
locations across the United States to teach including: Oak Park, Illinois,
Beatrice, Nebraska, Denton, Texas, and Okmulgee, Oklahoma. In 1924,
she joined the Oklahoma Academy of Science and later became a fellow of
the organization.
In 1926, Edith settled in Tusla, Oklahoma where she became a general
science teacher at Woodrow Wilson Junior High School until her retirement
in 1956. Edith Kassing had a contagious enthusiasm for the natural science
which was felt by many of her students. She emphasized the study of
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animals in the field, conducting research on the fauna and flora of
northeastern Oklahoma and publishing on ornithology and herpetology. As
chair of the High School Relations Committee of the Oklahoma Academy of
Science, she was instrumental in forming the Association of Science
Students of the Academy, which became Oklahoma Junior Academy of
Science.
Kassing also contributed the collections of major museums in the United
States through her field work. In 1937 she published the Bibliography of
Oklahoma Ornithology. Edith was a founding member of the Tulsa
Audubon Society of which she was made an honorary life member in 1965.
Kassing was also a research associate with the Oklahoma Biological
Survey. She died on August 8, 1966, in Edmond, Oklahoma.
Resources for biography: http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/
entries/K/KA007.html
Thanks to Stella Walsh for sending in the idea for this write-up.

Trivia
Last month's trivia question, "What bird species has the nickname Bee
Martin?" was correctly answered first by Brandi Lechleiter with Kingbird.

The correct answer was also sent in by: Chandler Robbins, Chris Eberly,
Mary Small, Nick Kerlin, and Donna Lux Hooker.

This month's trivia question comes from a puzzle we had to solve in the
office this month. The card pictured below was submitted with an incorrect
spelling of the species' scientific name. What is the correct scientific name?
(Hint: this is a historic scientific name for a duck species used 1910-1957).

 

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a
correct answer will receive a BPP prize!
Thanks to Judy Reynolds for sending us this card.

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints, please contact me.

Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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