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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird Phenology Program (BPP) is working to
 understand how global climate change is affecting bird populations across North America
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Transcribed: 1,016,120

Validated: 379,045
Scanned: 1,042,494

Monthly Transcription
Milestones

StevenC@CA 400
CarolinT@PA 1,500
MaryD@CO 1,000
JacobM@VA 40,000
JoeB@CO 6,000
JohnT@Michigan 30,000
JudyR@CA 100,000
JudithS@IL 50,000
EmilieG@CA 100
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Our Website
Register
About Us
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Join Our Mailing List

Monthly Trivia
This month's trivia
 question is: What bird did
 Audubon refer to as the
 "Missouri Skylark"?

Send your answer in to
 Jessica. First correct
 answer wins a BPP prize.

Last month's trivia
 question was: What is

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

-- Our transcription screen has been modified to
 allow records which have not yet been validated to
 receive a third transcription. Participants will notice
 a greater selection of species and locations
 available on the drop-down lists.

-- Congratulations to Judy Reynolds for reaching 100,000 transcriptions!
 Many thanks to her for dedicating so much of her time to our program.

-- BPP Coordinator Jessica Zelt participated in the University of
 Maryland workshop: Engaging the Public: Best Practices for
 Crowdsourcing Across the Disciplines, on May 6th. She was a panelist
 on "Dispatches from the Field," to demonstrate crowdsourcing
 applications.

-- The following webpages have been updated over the past month by
 office volunteer Robert Turk: Observer Bios, Newsletters, Directions,
 Contact Us, and Office Volunteers.

WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON

-- Bob Hartman and Janice Devine are continuing to
 work on developing a complete list of our original BPP
 observers.

-- We are making updates to our database to validate more records using
 the validate-o-rama system.

PARTICIPANT OF THE MONTH

CAROLIN TURNER 

About seven years ago, I moved from the city
 to a rural area of Pennsylvania and put up a
 bird feeder in the back yard. The variety of
 birds visiting my feeder was amazing and
 included many that I couldn't Identify. I pulled
 out all of the bird identification books I had
 collected over the years and started trying to
 identify my visitors. After five years at that
 location, I moved to another house located two miles away and to my
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 North America's smallest
 loon? Answer: Red-
throated Loon.

The prize went to Mary
 Small. The correct
 answer was also sent in
 by Patrick Johnson and
 Ted Goshulak.

USA-NPN

The USA-NPN brings
 together citizen
 scientists, government
 agencies, non-profit
 groups, educators and
 students of all ages to
 monitor the impacts of
 climate change on plants
 and animals in the United
 States.

 surprise the birds coming to my feeder at the new house were not the
 same species I was used to seeing. My interest was piqued, and I started
 researching the different species at my new location to understand why
 such a short distance resulted in a completely different set of bird life.
 Over the past two years, I have come to recognize the summer
 residents, the winter residents, the year round residents and the
 migrants, and when to expect each group to appear. When I read an
 article in Audubon magazine describing the BPP, I was intrigued that
 someone had started a program over 100 years ago to track the
 migration of birds, and that so many people had responded. I wanted to
 get involved with the program to preserve the data that had been
 collected, and make it available to people doing research. It feels like I'm
 helping to preserve a little bit of history when I transcribe these cards.

OBSERVER OF THE MONTH

HALVOR L. SKAVLEM

Halvor L. Skavlem was born in 1846 to
 pioneering Norwegian immigrants, near
 Beloit, Wisconsin. Growing up, he received
 a country school education. He spent
 nearly all of his life in Rock and Jefferson
 counties in Wisconsin. After finishing
 school, Skavlem moved five miles down
 the road from his parent's home and began
 teaching in the winter and farming in the
 summer. He then moved to a farm adjacent
 from his parents where he married Gunnil
 Ommelstad, together they had four
 children. In 1880, they moved to Janesville Wisconsin where Skavlem
 served in a number of positions including county sheriff, county highway
 commissioner, and librarian. In 1896, after 50 years in varying business
 endeavors, Skavlem retired. 

A self-taught naturalist, Skavlem eventually settled on a farm at Lake
 Koshkonong where he spent the remainder of his long life. The site of his
 farm was an ancient Winnebago Indian village. Skavlem dedicated all of
 his time to studying Native American culture and ornithology. Skavlem
 possessed extensive knowledge of the regional geology, plant, and
 animal life. He was the author of a monograph on the feeding habits of
 the canvasback duck, published a number of articles in ornithological
 journals, and accumulated a 300 specimen collection of local birds that
 was later donated to the Janesville public library.

Resources for this biography include:
Mossman, M. J. (1990) Halvor Skavlem, the "John Burroughs of
 Wisconsin." The Passenger Pigeon, 52:324-338.
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Special thanks to Stella Walsh for suggesting this observer.

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints,
 please contact me.

Sincerely,

Jessica Zelt 
Program Coordinator 
North American Bird Phenology Program 
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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