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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird Phenology Program (BPP) is working to
understand how global climate change is affecting bird populations across North America
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Milestones

StevenC@CA 400
CarolinT@PA 1,500
MaryD@CO 1,000
JacobM@VA 40,000
JoeB@CO 6,000
JohnT@Michigan 30,000
JudyR@CA 100,000
JudithS@IL 50,000
EmilieG@CA 100
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Monthly Trivia

This month's trivia
question is: What bird did
Audubon refer to as the
"Missouri Skylark"?

Send your answer in to
Jessica. First correct

answer wins a BPP prize.

Last month's trivia
question was: What is

ANNOUNCEMENTS

-- Our transcription screen has been modified to 2
allow records which have not yet been validated to '
receive a third transcription. Participants will notice
a greater selection of species and locations
available on the drop-down lists.

-- Congratulations to Judy Reynolds for reaching 100,000 transcriptions!
Many thanks to her for dedicating so much of her time to our program.

-- BPP Coordinator Jessica Zelt participated in the University of
Maryland workshop: Engaging the Public: Best Practices for
Crowdsourcing Across the Disciplines, on May 6th. She was a panelist
on "Dispatches from the Field," to demonstrate crowdsourcing
applications.

-- The following webpages have been updated over the past month by
office volunteer Robert Turk: Observer Bios, Newsletters, Directions,
Contact Us, and Office Volunteers.

WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON

-- Bob Hartman and Janice Devine are continuing to
work on developing a complete list of our original BPP
observers.

-- We are making updates to our database to validate more records using
the validate-o-rama system.

PARTICIPANT OF THE MONTH

CAROLIN TURNER

About seven years ago, | moved from the city =%
to a rural area of Pennsylvania and putupa
bird feeder in the back yard. The variety of :
birds visiting my feeder was amazing and %
included many that | couldn't Identify. | pulled ¢
out all of the bird identification books | had  [._“:: -
collected over the years and started trying to WY _
identify my visitors. After five years at that === —
location, | moved to another house located two miles away and to my



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ICvW03njIDeWwIlazSAL-r1WBwPFZl0_2uu1tC-zNu7DR9yzZIhkWH7aeRIFdFa37YkckC3nUdPdVyCvtgGtebhcLRsPQf0-R29ugtRhecDFV1I5UPBlj6v05ufHB4AkL7RY6H5mIsJh7fOoLRWvczBi8_Iwj7x3Tqnkr-C4WV4a7Y1DUey4DapAn1-oO7h0YybCvgfm7P7Ip9biT00fqSeJqLgCPi8cz5vVyKWkwS7O2pY2AxIBXlf21iqZSqI7gKFcoY49uLeoTpPK3hhk-z5y8swn-eTmo1a3xbZsyr27R8JAsfBAcgOnKmyK_8hInmWtL2UElCepLOUagTkv9e3_n7EsMMFd&c=C1ITg27XDZkTQJlnDde3ZLs8Qj25kSdMBMzbuZgwBLnyunwtMzbBqQ==&ch=vg85LVpHc7mp2q2d8LukMHgVHMMSgVL5pBJ_80-HauW4M2N-wo2vVQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ICvW03njIDeWwIlazSAL-r1WBwPFZl0_2uu1tC-zNu7DR9yzZIhkWH7aeRIFdFa37YkckC3nUdPdVyCvtgGtebhcLRsPQf0-R29ugtRhecDFV1I5UPBlj6v05ufHB4AkL7RY6H5mIsJh7fOoLRWvczBi8_Iwj7x3Tqnkr-C4WV4a7Y1DUey4DapAn1-oO7h0YybCvgfm7P7Ip9biT00fqSeJqLgCPi8cz5vVyKWkwS7O2pY2AxIBXlf21iqZSqI7gKFcoY49uLeoTpPK3hhk-z5y8swn-eTmo1a3xbZsyr27R8JAsfBAcgOnKmyK_8hInmWtL2UElCepLOUagTkv9e3_n7EsMMFd&c=C1ITg27XDZkTQJlnDde3ZLs8Qj25kSdMBMzbuZgwBLnyunwtMzbBqQ==&ch=vg85LVpHc7mp2q2d8LukMHgVHMMSgVL5pBJ_80-HauW4M2N-wo2vVQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ICvW03njIDeWwIlazSAL-r1WBwPFZl0_2uu1tC-zNu7DR9yzZIhkWH7aeRIFdFa3jVL3_EEQxElJ2VM5PhBcGrsPcZZ1x3mye5y9RugcVy1FiQ968Ub4_xdSXjgrOvqi05InvMXgqt7wykZm9XNPrQq66Ce-Br-_aapfwH_BjZL5Y1TeBT4nmg9B89ARNAPV_FYerxV8omPbB8Ck-2HHI59Cf1BviboawoillliHhENyi8kZyYWgjA311HBNBXVmap5AhvofhlGURUrvmFWMENVS7c9NkZ3BisoHVZa1Dl_U51BmUZRUkE3zEG7XPu9cUgTcfHEaF376_q5uspsxjFvKDEcAa1biE2Hpz1XH6Mk=&c=C1ITg27XDZkTQJlnDde3ZLs8Qj25kSdMBMzbuZgwBLnyunwtMzbBqQ==&ch=vg85LVpHc7mp2q2d8LukMHgVHMMSgVL5pBJ_80-HauW4M2N-wo2vVQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ICvW03njIDeWwIlazSAL-r1WBwPFZl0_2uu1tC-zNu7DR9yzZIhkWLIrrpzyolY-7eQ0_2-MThDiEdbmBmzw9dtEYPT-LWCr38P7qXykWUH940GbFt4YQc_G7xa-Kcd1qfXOMj2qrws1lW9StJzzWUbf5vaHdpSpBpz1wvHloLt14Z5SmAEAW7J43ULvK4EJCMClhOpnFkMRd6jigHUOMoQX0otSKfjjM7riwUpPJoixCJCNAJbjDhDs9NDX5X0mzOeVJ-qYzZfU5ApLvMKl_9qBYasM_ZCvZcXmcFXGjCwCJlXFEK4hpgkOMOZZhiq_GCFBN80kiPtYuWcYP-YwarGGjDFymX4Tu_7HAjifBPYW5ZDYIZ2LvK7MG1cglzeJ&c=C1ITg27XDZkTQJlnDde3ZLs8Qj25kSdMBMzbuZgwBLnyunwtMzbBqQ==&ch=vg85LVpHc7mp2q2d8LukMHgVHMMSgVL5pBJ_80-HauW4M2N-wo2vVQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ICvW03njIDeWwIlazSAL-r1WBwPFZl0_2uu1tC-zNu7DR9yzZIhkWH7aeRIFdFa3RMuOpN5aSvmD8XG3jrxzZipckXSyPChu-3ErPLWWOzn_XYIp5VRLL2t7Oh4P6Tk_KaF6XG-0oAtKKuOyJQ7gH4oHWbThB_zFykCLyqMTU6TIvoEEfTLHhju50yEH6fUO3yh2kTkvPDyE0FZQaS8naubjLq7Oe6OnVRtW3ZpDZNxVoJRv8dy5TlLEGltecGXgFvmBLi1mwmGW1a2VXnKu-6XenJUt_4tnNS-uRDtmxB9FJii_MgA8kGQOJXJXfOI1ywmbgQVKRJQUI4r4hygK3t9NV8kAQJNwQJYKdskdIXkmcHkhZD4XZ7BnsctibHoI&c=C1ITg27XDZkTQJlnDde3ZLs8Qj25kSdMBMzbuZgwBLnyunwtMzbBqQ==&ch=vg85LVpHc7mp2q2d8LukMHgVHMMSgVL5pBJ_80-HauW4M2N-wo2vVQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ICvW03njIDeWwIlazSAL-r1WBwPFZl0_2uu1tC-zNu7DR9yzZIhkWH7aeRIFdFa3vMVxg9_Rczrzih8rPU0uizfeluVgX3STmHFDReJ9WLTBJSY29ID1f5HseQbBsgmn8Ps0SVy9wOlYMSFxiHV6YLLoy0y9Cm9e2zsrIF0j5YFCO_92pSHRIP8HHBlpSvbI3Go-2IK-Uyx6Qqm0bpS4ev_CODTXBIvetIByuKjE5VBIDDDIMyLDWtVtCa9QjYYmFWocsaO4ryrOTGKVacbOuhKHKjS1lV7QVM6LZZAoRM_k9JhS70hW4D3U-ZMwwc-UMEW0yk05KB6wHy5vd_IgeCWmtQ2T1R7fTV-KtMh5ZN2MSiW-TzL_7VC88-1r-rDI&c=C1ITg27XDZkTQJlnDde3ZLs8Qj25kSdMBMzbuZgwBLnyunwtMzbBqQ==&ch=vg85LVpHc7mp2q2d8LukMHgVHMMSgVL5pBJ_80-HauW4M2N-wo2vVQ==
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=5ouonsdab&p=oi&m=1103350944222&sit=is5zmhbfb&f=2f3ed447-af26-43ea-8b5e-0d6f66f9cb69
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=5ouonsdab&p=oi&m=1103350944222&sit=is5zmhbfb&f=2f3ed447-af26-43ea-8b5e-0d6f66f9cb69
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ICvW03njIDeWwIlazSAL-r1WBwPFZl0_2uu1tC-zNu7DR9yzZIhkWH7aeRIFdFa3rRSE56TzodOb3Ihls8crIUpWqqXG125TsKDSgvh1GvwYWagW7yBoz-qJMkiGkmEyYgKKT_Ssswun5QW3J27VcHWjG77Pyt8vAIme5kH5nTby1gYBfI3e8ozbUAgP-TNN4_4ZaFhi5JB9_LPO3skwCD5ifmNYhZwkFVs-C0JgX3wEq_uqcsZ2YSsCAToy3WHcmxgCTHmDvpDUxAoBzlcXlJCH79qqJUk1p7cfI-8Vmw5-e7H8NRckXwaUkq__TlxYpa-1_SPZwP1vj7P6OseQy0RlRV_-iIMcYJSnSoUnSJgAPxLmpKz4XQLZlCS5V_BN&c=C1ITg27XDZkTQJlnDde3ZLs8Qj25kSdMBMzbuZgwBLnyunwtMzbBqQ==&ch=vg85LVpHc7mp2q2d8LukMHgVHMMSgVL5pBJ_80-HauW4M2N-wo2vVQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ICvW03njIDeWwIlazSAL-r1WBwPFZl0_2uu1tC-zNu7DR9yzZIhkWH7aeRIFdFa3Lq36fHBKi3lT5dAm9tKzApMa7xp2m2uLi7DTHczlVYjQqs9a7q15Fjx6bLlX_RCDSISk7tPBTTcsb8IrXF1Srn9WPNql36y21qzyDyxK6eubXVmMVDUW3GUcjinetIwXNdKNXob0rtRtoCLxApCmMWwT6nSjritkU-s0Iq6eTULk7SpRIlv896wIXgdgbhF7SSpR2SbpRGXM9IFFpddAhux4XMVRgjrHrmbB4MI6OgmWZN22qSvr3HGqlVC2VF2zq6bPdvhcMCNnSsgy_C0jDjYrCPsDZAHrOCNogyDJZoa6O1H36H6jwam5c_DqNm9SK_ZLaCZ4TTU=&c=C1ITg27XDZkTQJlnDde3ZLs8Qj25kSdMBMzbuZgwBLnyunwtMzbBqQ==&ch=vg85LVpHc7mp2q2d8LukMHgVHMMSgVL5pBJ_80-HauW4M2N-wo2vVQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ICvW03njIDeWwIlazSAL-r1WBwPFZl0_2uu1tC-zNu7DR9yzZIhkWFrfKu31w_KG-cJnkCfmCYSQv5XPMKEnE2p97aqUMfHyM51iHFj2ckaMcih8l1TPFI3oIG3PQM38Q6MDwgX4pkN-amyU-CyO-FFy6Md6k9taT1NeaUwdQJa3sO84c2EhREngkdyJBRMe2acsNTp2xkVu5g2ZR-ax-efC3Hc7qB0cNzGWJ0diBK1CkDceBaDrOUjC4XpkKclSPX5y8ptD1xKjfEbAYcHEt9EqYcVZsA6_IIcJWg5dmVFKzi8AnHWwL3R33EsM7N_y_YMqcD27G6VEmGCYbO3VwZZ3z4sT7j612gC0VUvCXHM2Sa5qlmtnbfQ4IV82917H&c=C1ITg27XDZkTQJlnDde3ZLs8Qj25kSdMBMzbuZgwBLnyunwtMzbBqQ==&ch=vg85LVpHc7mp2q2d8LukMHgVHMMSgVL5pBJ_80-HauW4M2N-wo2vVQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ICvW03njIDeWwIlazSAL-r1WBwPFZl0_2uu1tC-zNu7DR9yzZIhkWH7aeRIFdFa3vMVxg9_Rczrzih8rPU0uizfeluVgX3STmHFDReJ9WLTBJSY29ID1f5HseQbBsgmn8Ps0SVy9wOlYMSFxiHV6YLLoy0y9Cm9e2zsrIF0j5YFCO_92pSHRIP8HHBlpSvbI3Go-2IK-Uyx6Qqm0bpS4ev_CODTXBIvetIByuKjE5VBIDDDIMyLDWtVtCa9QjYYmFWocsaO4ryrOTGKVacbOuhKHKjS1lV7QVM6LZZAoRM_k9JhS70hW4D3U-ZMwwc-UMEW0yk05KB6wHy5vd_IgeCWmtQ2T1R7fTV-KtMh5ZN2MSiW-TzL_7VC88-1r-rDI&c=C1ITg27XDZkTQJlnDde3ZLs8Qj25kSdMBMzbuZgwBLnyunwtMzbBqQ==&ch=vg85LVpHc7mp2q2d8LukMHgVHMMSgVL5pBJ_80-HauW4M2N-wo2vVQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ICvW03njIDeWwIlazSAL-r1WBwPFZl0_2uu1tC-zNu7DR9yzZIhkWFNO4iTTBqMRGkhgAtAxp8HRGSascBpKbkMC1ufJHgX2OV_xoHUkmuauVedMLtWKtXkHTovKSJuc-cHz40G3YEcVbDt7ESvOcXBcHnShuHsog0tDXmPKeNf003hkD1zBYsGsqDPukq5GEG0YTriyNAqJZovRPQsHiFZ3qBqIGJuFt1Ixs8cDZsXRHTodzytBhJcupZEmbLT-U71OJMpx1o4OKlWvwLXTEzrcebws_sBcWy5H6ZdW7dQ-J5ejWXr5XLoZ9mUsqmofuIzZYynmQnz6UQcxHBvCdHNLPqletl4pxPcPRfXoVYqzGVW23f9A9B3ako6D6onGOlEBhntll_l42F8iGXKEeA==&c=C1ITg27XDZkTQJlnDde3ZLs8Qj25kSdMBMzbuZgwBLnyunwtMzbBqQ==&ch=vg85LVpHc7mp2q2d8LukMHgVHMMSgVL5pBJ_80-HauW4M2N-wo2vVQ==

North America's smallest
loon? Answer: Red-
throated Loon.

The prize went to Mary
Small. The correct
answer was also sent in
by Patrick Johnson and
Ted Goshulak.

USA-NPN

together citizen
scientists, government
agencies, non-profit
groups, educators and
students of all ages to
monitor the impacts of
climate change on plants
and animals in the United
States.

surprise the birds coming to my feeder at the new house were not the
same species | was used to seeing. My interest was piqued, and | started
researching the different species at my new location to understand why
such a short distance resulted in a completely different set of bird life.
Over the past two years, | have come to recognize the summer
residents, the winter residents, the year round residents and the
migrants, and when to expect each group to appear. When | read an
article in Audubon magazine describing the BPP, | was intrigued that
someone had started a program over 100 years ago to track the
migration of birds, and that so many people had responded. | wanted to
get involved with the program to preserve the data that had been
collected, and make it available to people doing research. It feels like I'm
helping to preserve a little bit of history when | transcribe these cards.

OBSERVER OF THE MONTH
HALVOR L. SKAVLEM

Halvor L. Skavlem was born in 1846 to
pioneering Norwegian immigrants, near
Beloit, Wisconsin. Growing up, he received
a country school education. He spent
nearly all of his life in Rock and Jefferson
counties in Wisconsin. After finishing
school, Skavlem moved five miles down
the road from his parent's home and began
teaching in the winter and farming in the
summer. He then moved to a farm adjacent
from his parents where he married Gunnil
Ommelstad, together they had four
children. In 1880, they moved to Janesville Wisconsin where Skavlem
served in a number of positions including county sheriff, county highway
commissioner, and librarian. In 1896, after 50 years in varying business
endeavors, Skavlem retired.

A self-taught naturalist, Skavlem eventually settled on a farm at Lake
Koshkonong where he spent the remainder of his long life. The site of his
farm was an ancient Winnebago Indian village. Skavlem dedicated all of
his time to studying Native American culture and ornithology. Skaviem
possessed extensive knowledge of the regional geology, plant, and
animal life. He was the author of a monograph on the feeding habits of
the canvasback duck, published a number of articles in ornithological
journals, and accumulated a 300 specimen collection of local birds that
was later donated to the Janesville public library.
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Resources for this biography include:
Mossman, M. J. (1990) Halvor Skavlem, the "John Burroughs of
Wisconsin." The Passenger Pigeon, 52:324-338.
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Special thanks to Stella Walsh for suggesting this observer.

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints,
please contact me.

Sincerely,

Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator

North American Bird Phenology Program
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center

science for a changing world
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