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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global
climate change and how it is affecting bird populations across

North America

Announcements
Thanks to computer scientists Kevin Laurent and Yassine Kodad we
have a new My Stats Bar on the transcription page. The new bar
provides additional information about the BPP system including
number of cards transcribed twice (which is needed for our
validation system) and number of cards validated. The bar also
provides more information about user statistics including number of
cards awaiting validation, number of cards validated, and number of
cards transcribed only by the user. Enjoy!

Office volunteer, Robert Turk made many updates to the BPP
webpages including: Newsletters, Observer Bios, Research, and
About, Registration and Program Coordinators.
Participants and website visitors can now sign-up for our Monthly
Newsletters on the Newsletters webpage.
The Maps webpage has been renamed Visualizations.
Office volunteer, Robert Turk has dedicated over 300 hours to the
BPP office. On his weekly visits, Robert assists with all aspects of
web development for the BPP program, keeping all our content up-
to-date and adding modern features. Big thanks to Robert for all
his hard work and innovative thinking!

What We're Working to Bring You
A new version of Data Download has been developed and is
undergoing testing before being added to the Data Download page.
We are developing a webpage for those who download data and
want to view the original bird migration card using the observation
ID.
New visualizations are being created for the Visualizations and
Charts webpages.
A new chart is in development where user's "milestones of the
month" will be viewable on the Charts page. The chart will highlight
participants who transcribe certain numbers of cards online. Handles
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The BPP is part of the
USA-NPN which brings

together citizen scientists,
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators
and students of all ages to

monitor the impacts of
climate change on plants
and animals in the United

States.Learn More....
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Observer of the Month
Theed Pearse

Theed Pearse was born in Bedford, England on October 26, 1871, to Mary
Jackson and William Theed Pearse. Growing up he attended the prestigious
Bedford Grammar School and started working with his father before the
age of seventeen in his law office. He remained in the law business until
1906 when left to join a venture in Virginia, which did not work out.
He then traveled to Canada to join his brother Ernest who was working on
fruit farming in Nova Scotia, but after just one season they both decided to
move to British Columbia where they arrived in 1909. His brother later left
the area but Theed was so taken with the Pacific coast that he remained in
Vancouver. Although Pearse had wanted to practice law, there was only
enough work in the small city of 600 people for one lawyer who was
already established in Courtenay. But after the war, the Courtenay lawyer
left, and Pearse moved into the position in 1916. In 1919 he married
Elizabeth Margaret (Elma) Llewelyn, the daughter of Sir Robert Llewelyn,
the Governor of Granada in the West Indies.
After settling in the valley, Pearse served as an alderman for thirteen years
and as Mayor for 1928 and 1929, then in 1941 Pearse retired and devoted
the rest of his long life to his favorite hobby, bird study. In 1968, at the
age of ninety-six, he self-published a work entitled Birds of the Early
Explorers in the Northern Pacific. Pearse was a life-membership in the
British Ornithologists' Union, honorary memberships in both the Pacific
Northwest Bird and Mammal Society and the Cooper Ornithological Society,
and a long time member of the American Ornithologists' Union. Prior to
and during World War II, he represented the executive council of the B.C.
Red Cross Society and as Chairman of the local Red Cross.
Theed Pearse died on May 23, 1971 at the age of ninety-nine just five
months short of his one hundredth birthday. His wife Elma passed away in
1969.

Mt. Elma in Courtenay, B.C. is named for the wife of Theed
Pearse

Sources:
Elms, Lindsay. "Beyond Nootka: A Historical Perspective of Vancouver
Island Mountains." October 15, 2013 

Image of Mt. Elma from Summit.org

Trivia
Last month's trivia question was: There are ten members of the bird family
Troglodytidae found in the USA. Can you name at least five members of
this widespread family? Answer: Pacific wren, Winter wren, Carolina wren,
House wren, Bewick's wren, Marsh wren, Sedge wren, Cactus wren,
Canyon wren and Rock wren.

The trivia question was answered first by Bonnie Ingram. The correct
answer was also sent in by Pat Johnson, Chris Eberly, Roger Lark, Janet

Eastern bluebird by John Paul
Benante
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Burnett, Rosane Guimaraes, Bill Heck and Nancy Paradiso.

Blackpoll warbler photo courtesy of Cody Conway

This month's trivia question is: The Blackpoll warbler, which nest in the
Northern States, makes a 2,300-mile nonstop migration across the
Atlantic. How many hours does this migration take?

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a
correct answer will receive a BPP prize!

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints, please contact me.

 
Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center

mailto:jzelt@usgs.gov
mailto:jzelt@usgs.gov

	Local Disk
	N.A. Bird Phenology Program Newsletter


