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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global

climate change and how it is affecting bird populations across
North America

Announcements
Kevin Laurent and Yassine Kodad validated 40,573 New York
migration cards using the Validate-O-Rama system. This system
compares multiple transcriptions completed of each migration card
for matches. It also validates certain fields such as species to make
sure the species is a recognized name (not a local or obsolete
name) and location to make sure it is a known location with an
assigned latitude and longitude for mapping. Once all records with
multiple transcriptions are sent through Validate-O-Rama they will
be released to the public.  
Several cards have been added to our Notable Cards webpage. If
you transcribe a migration card that you think others would
appreciate send it to the BPP Office and ask it be added to the
website.  
A BPP site map was created for easy navigation on the BPP website.
The sitemap link is on the bottom of the BPP Homepage or can be
accessed directly through Site Map. 
Winger West's updated Bird Observer List has been added to
Appendix 3 of the Training Manual.
LIKE US on Facebook so you can use the page to talk with fellow
participants, read relevant articles and learn about what is
happening in the BPP Office. 

What We're Working to Bring You
Sending all transcribed records through our Validate-O-Rama
system to be released on the BPP website.
Finishing our observer data-set and releasing it on the BPP website
as well as integrating it into the BPP database. 
We are always working to keep the webpages up-to-date, by
adding content, keeping all links functional and secure, and
providing assistance as needed.

Volunteer of the Month
Flo McGuire 

It is a thrill to be chosen as BPP Volunteer
of the Month. Since my retirement as a
programmer/analyst, I've happily been able
to spend a lot more time with avian
pastimes. I am active in the Seneca Rocks
Audubon Chapter in Clarion, PA, and the
Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology; my
true love is being out birding. In summers,
my husband and I enjoy the opportunity to
help USFS Field Ornithologists with bird-
banding studies here in northwest
Pennsylvania, and in winter we often travel
south to enjoy the climate and the birds.
 
Less than a week after the BPP transcription
system began in February 2009, I learned of
the project and started to volunteer. The
cards are fascinating; I like to imagine these

long-ago birders, faithfully filling out their migration cards with fountain
pens or typewriters and mailing them in. They would not have even

Current Progress

Current Migration
Card Count:

2,502
Online Volunteers

755,814
Cards Transcribed Online

   
4      

Office Volunteers

1,042,494
Cards Scanned 

Quick Links

Register to become an
online transcriber

Become an office
volunteer 

USA-NPN

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the
USA-NPN which brings

together citizen scientists,
government agencies,

non-profit groups,
educators and students of

all ages to monitor the
impacts of climate change
on plants and animals in

the United States.

Learn More....
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dreamed of computers or the ability to analyze data that we have now. In
fact, for many of them, ball-point pens were still in the future. Wouldn't
these observers be surprised to see their valuable data becoming so
readily available?
 
Transcription of these migration cards is especially enjoyable in winter,
allowing me to vicariously enjoy our neotropical migrants as I look
forward to their return. Thank you for this honor! 

Observer of the Month
Harry Schelwald Swarth       

Harry Schelwald Swarth was born in
Chicago, Illinois, on January 26, 1878.
Swarth was interested in natural history
from an early age, thanks in large part
to his close association with George
Frean Morcom. In 1870, before Harry
was born, George Frean Morcom settled
in Chicago. During the great fire of 1871
that destroyed most of the city, George
fled northward with Harry's parents,
Corrinne and Auguste Swarth to a camp
in the cemetery that later became
Lincoln Park. From that point on they
dwelt together. Over the years, two
homes were occupied, both adjoining
Lincoln Park, and in both the Swarth
family lived with Morcom occupying the
top floor. Morcom was building up his
collections during this period and so
eggs and birds occupied much of the

space. 

In 1891, the Swarth family moved to Los Angeles with Morcom and
established a permanent residency on the western edge of town. There
were mostly grain fields interspersed with rows of trees, empty houses
and railroad tracks; an ideal place for creating a naturalist. Harry Swarth
spent much of his time exploring the surroundings for birds. Harry went
on a hunt for two hours each morning before breakfast and school. After
school, he examined and skinned the specimens he had collected earlier in
the day. This hands-on experience with birds provided Swarth with
extensive knowledge for his later career. After gathering a nearly complete
collection for the Los Angeles area, Swarth directed his attention
elsewhere. In 1895, at Major Bendire's advice, Swarth went on an
expedition, at 17 years of age, with O.W. Howard, W.B. Judson, and H.G.
Rising, to the Huachuca Mountains in Arizona. They spent nearly 5 months
in the field and was an unforgettable experience to Swarth, who told
stories of this expedition throughout his later life. 

By 1904 it was clear that ornithology would be Swarth's occupation. With
Morcom's help, Swarth was offered an assistant position in the
Department of Zoology in the Field Colombian Museum in Chicago.
Although Swarth did get the opportunity to collect birds for the museum,
he still wanted to move back to California. He was thrilled when, in 1908,
Joseph Grinnell invited Swarth to join the staff of the Museum of
Vertebrate Zoology in California. He began as Assistant Curator in the
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology in Berkeley. In 1910, he became the
Curator of Birds in the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology. From 1913-1916,
Swarth held the position of Assistant Director of the Ornithology
Department for the Museum of History, Science and Art in Los Angeles.
Finally in 1927, Swarth became Curator of the Department of Mammalogy
and Ornithology, the position which he held til his death.  

Throughout Swarth's career he made long trips into the field in remote
districts, worked with growing collections in the Museum, and handled and
identified skins. Through these experiences, Swarth named over forty
species. Swarth published extensively on birds and mammals, producing
some two hundred published writings. He was also highly involved in the
Cooper Ornithological Clubs and was associate Editor of The Condor for
seventeen years. Harry Swarth passed away October 22, 1935 in
Berkeley, California.   

Information for the biography and picture were collected from the
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Picture by Petrina Vecchio

following resource: The Condor, Vol. 38(4) (1936): 155-168. 

We are in need of volunteer help to put these write-ups together. If you
are interested, please contact the BPP.

Trivia
Last month's trivia question was, "Relative to its size, which owl species
has the longest legs?" The correct answer, Burrowing Owl, was sent in first
by Mary Small. Lynelle Perry-Kolsky, Janet Burnett, Jade Hems, Bill Heck,
Bob Hartman and Barbara Curry also sent in the correct answer.

This month's trivia question is:What bird was given the local name,
"Throat-cut?"

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a
correct answer will receive a BPP prize!

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions or complaints, please contact me.
Sincerely, 

Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program 
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center    
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