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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird Phenology Program (BPP) is working to
understand how global climate change is affecting bird populations across North America
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

----- We recently added several thousands of
locations to our database which has helped to
validate approximately 18,000 additional records
this month. 
----- The BPP was included as a case study in the
Innovation Toolkit led by the Office of Science and
Technology (OSTP) at the White House to illustrate model citizen
science and crowdsourcing projects. Information and a link to the BPP
will be shared on the OSTP website. 
----- Office volunteer Robert Turk reached 400 volunteer hours--
Congratulations Robert and thank you for all your consistently
outstanding work on various BPP projects!
----- If you're not already dedicated to transcribing a species or state,
please transcribe Maryland records. We need help preparing them for
an upcoming paper. Thanks in advance!
----- The following webpages have been updated over the past month
by office volunteer Robert Turk: Homepage, Observer Bios,
Newsletters, Directions, Contact Us, and Related Links.
----- Reminder: Our transcription screen has been modified to allow
records which have not yet been validated to receive a third
transcription. Participants will notice a greater selection of species and
locations available on the drop-down lists.

WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON

----- The BPP Office will soon be scanning some
additional records to add to the website for
transcription. Details to follow.
----- We are making updates to our database to validate more records
using the validate-o-rama system.

PARTICIPANT OF THE MONTH

STEVE COOK

Steve Cook is a retired law
enforcement officer who has spent his
life pursuing specialized training and
higher education ultimately attaining a
Juris Doctor degree. Steve currently
teaches master's level courses for a
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Huey working at the
SDNHM

Jessica. First correct
answer wins a BPP prize.

Last month's trivia
question was: What bird
did Audubon refer to as
the "Missouri Skylark"?
Answer: A Sprague's
Pipit singing over the
prairies along the upper
Missouri River inspired
Audubon to call it the
"Missouri skylark."

The prize went to Bob
Hartman. The correct
answer was also sent in
by Cecilia Brown, Shai
Levin, Nick Kerlin, Roger
Lark, John Habig and
Ted Goshulak.

USA-NPN

The USA-NPN brings
together citizen scientists,
government agencies,
non-profit groups,
educators and students
of all ages to monitor the
impacts of climate
change on plants and
animals in the United
States.

popular online university and volunteers
with his local Sheriff's Department
providing volunteer services to augment
public safety in his community of Big
Bear Lake, California. Steve was born and raised in the Midwest to a
farming family where he gained an appreciation for wildlife and the
environment. Steve has always enjoyed bird watching and trying to
identify the various species that live in the different locales he has lived
in. Steve and his wife are especially interested in the environment and
the many hazards, both manmade and natural, that tend to impact
wildlife in their home area and around the world. The recent article
about the North American Bird Phenology Program in the Audubon
magazine (December 2014) presented Steve with a way to help out by
transcribing data to assist scientists and researchers in their work to
study and protect our many species of birds that are sharing the world
we live in.

OBSERVER OF THE MONTH

LAURENCE MARKHAM HUEY

Laurence Markham Huey was born on
September 6, 1892 in the Tia Juana Valley
of San Diego County, California. He
attended school until the 8th grade and
beyond that was self-educated. When
Laurence turned 15, he supported himself
and his adopted aunt by working in a
planning mill while spending his free time
developing a curiosity in the natural
sciences. At 16, he became a junior member of the San Diego of
Natural History and a charter member of the Fellows of the Society in
1923. Laurence held the position of Curator of Birds and Mammals at
the San Diego Natural History Museum for 38 years until his retirement
in 1961.
Through his abundant professional and personal experience, Laurence
became an authority on the birds and mammals of Baja California,
Mexico. Laurence recalled that his first official collecting trip to Baja
California was with Griffing Bancroft in 1923. "In those days, we cooked
on the camp fire, ate beans and rice, and lived on 30 cents a day." In
addition, Laurence also collected and studied the fauna of California,
Utah, and Arizona.
Laurence was a member of the American Ornithologists' Union in 1920,
and an elective member in 1932. He also served as a member of the
Cooper and Wilson Ornithological Societies, American Society of
Mammalogists, Society of Systematic Zoology, and Biological Society of
Washington.
Laurence Markham Huey died in San Diego, California June 11, 1963.
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Resources for this biography and image include:
Howard, H. (1965) Obituaries - Laurence Markham Huey. The Auk: Vol.
82, No.2, p.323.
History of Our Museum: Huey, Laurence (1892-1963). The San Diego
Natural History Museum

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or
complaints, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Jessica Zelt 
Program Coordinator 
North American Bird Phenology Program 
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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