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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird Phenology Program (BPP) is working to
understand how global climate change is affecting bird populations across North America
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

----- Program Coordinator Jessica Zelt will be
leaving the BPP on August 10, 2015 to transition to
a new position with the American Wind Wildlife
Institute. We are currently searching for a new
coordinator to continue managing and building the
BPP program. Formal goodbyes and
announcements to follow.
----- We developed an in-house dashboard to monitor transcription
progress and serve as an early alert system of any issues with the
program.
----- Office volunteer Bob Hartman reached 1,000 volunteer hours--
Congratulations Bob and thank you for dedicating so much of your
time to the BPP!
----- On July 22nd, Dr. Donald McCrimmon, McDevitt Research
Associate at Le Moyne College in Syracuse, New York, and
undergraduate student Dan Bolster visited the BPP office. They are
developing projects using BPP data. To learn more, check our
Research webpage.
----- If you're not already dedicated to transcribing a species or state,
please transcribe Maryland records. We need help preparing them for
an upcoming paper. Thanks in advance!
----- The following webpages have been updated over the past month
by office volunteer Robert Turk: Homepage, Observer Bios,
Newsletters, and Research.

WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON
----- We are adding locations to the BPP database to
validate more records.
----- We are continuing to work on the observer
records in the BPP office which will result in a
complete list of our original bird observers.

PARTICIPANT OF THE MONTH

WAYNE BOO

I am currently a contractor at the USGS
Bee Inventory and Monitoring Lab
(BIML) and a student at the University
of Maryland studying accounting,
finance, and business analytics. My
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abundant throughout our
cities, what was the most
common city sparrow?

Send your answer in to
Jessica. First correct
answer wins a BPP prize.

Last month's trivia
question was: What
warbler is named after an
ornithologist's sister?
Answer: Grace's Warbler
named after Elliott
Coues's sister.

The prize went to Mary
Small. The correct
answer was also sent in
by Ted Goshulak, Nicole
Filizetti, Flo McGuire,
Donna Lux Hooker, John
Habig, and Bob Hartman.

USA-NPN

The USA-NPN brings
together citizen scientists,
government agencies,
non-profit groups,
educators and students
of all ages to monitor the
impacts of climate
change on plants and
animals in the United
States.

initial experience with USGS BIML
began as a high school senior
internship with Sam Droege in 2012
researching the capture rate of bees
during different times of the day. The internship eventually led to my
current position as a contractor. At the lab, I process specimens by
washing, pinning, labeling, and entering them into the database. I also
photograph specimens for our Flickr website. My experience at the lab
has been enlightening as Sam always encourages me to educate
myself. With that in mind, I volunteer at the Bird Phenology Program
with Jessica Zelt. At the Bird Phenology Program, I have digitized owls'
stomach content cards and find the latitude and longitude of locations
that do not pass through the BPP validation system. From bees to
birds, I have expanded my knowledge and hope to continue to do so in
the future.

OBSERVER OF THE MONTH

ROBERT E. STEWART

Robert E. Stewart was born on April 16,
1913, in Kansas City, Missouri and raised
in Grimes, Iowa. Bob, as he was known,
obtained an undergraduate degree from
the University of Iowa in 1936 and a
graduate degree in zoology from the
University of Michigan in 1937. After
graduating, he stayed in Michigan to
complete work on the life history of the
Common Yellowthroat.

Bob spent his entire career as a wildlife research biologist with the
federal government. He began at the Bureau of Biological Survey, which
later became the US Fish and Wildlife Service, at Patuxent Wildlife
Research Center in Maryland. While at Patuxent he conducted
significant research on the birds of Maryland, especially the waterfowl of
the Chesapeake Bay. In 1960, Bob transferred to the Northern Prairie
Wildlife Research Center in Jamestown, North Dakota where he studied
plant and animal ecology.

Bob contributed several important books including Birds of Maryland
and Washington, DC, and Breeding Birds of North Dakota. He also
authored numerous publications. Bob was a fellow of the American
Ornithologists' Union, and member of the Wilson Ornithological Society,
Cooper Ornithological Society, The Wildlife Society, the North Dakota
History Society and the Ecological Society of America. Bob retired from
FWS in 1976 after a 40-year career and later died in Florida on July 15,
1993 at the age of 80.
Thanks to Judy Reynolds for suggesting this biography.

Resources for this biography and image include:
Perry, M. PWRC Biography: Robert E. Stewart.
Messersmith, D.H. 2008. A History of Birding in Prince George's County,
Maryland.
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As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or
complaints, please contact me.

Jessica Zelt 
Program Coordinator 
North American Bird Phenology Program 
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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