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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global

climate change and how it is affecting bird populations across
North America

Announcements from the Past Month
Robert Turk has created a new "Milestones of the Month" chart
which will update each month and display participant handles of
those who have reached specific milestones. To take a look, go to
our Charts webpage.
Anne Bruggemann has transcribed over 100,000 bird migration
cards for the BPP! Congratulations to Anne on reaching such a
tremendous milestone!!!
Georgetown Professor, Ali Arab has donated a two year Constant
Contact membership to the BPP for our monthly newsletters and
notifications.
Robert Turk updated the Newsletter and Observer Bios webpages.
If you would like to be included in our Featured Photos webpage,
email the BPP Office with your photo!

What We're Working to Bring You
We are developing a webpage for those who download data and
want to view the original bird migration cards.
New visualizations are being created for the Visualizations and
Charts webpages.

Participant of the Month
Nan Butkovich

I'm a librarian at Penn State's
University Park campus in State
College, PA. There is a very
active bird-watching community
here, so when I started birding
about 11 years ago, I was able
to learn from a great group of
very knowledgeable birders. Now,
when I travel, my camera,
binoculars, and field guide are
usually nestled in my backpack.
Because of my training in science
and librarianship, I appreciate the
importance of scientific data and

the need to preserve the scientific record. The BPP is a perfect citizen
science project for me, since it combines my academic and professional
background with my interest in birds. I often transcribe Montana cards.
I've birded there several times, and it's always a treat to find a record
from a location I've visited or for a species I've seen, such as this
Cinnamon Teal.

Observer of the Month
Samuel D. Robbins, Jr.

Current Progress

Spotted sandpiper by Crow
Vecchio

Current Migration
Card Count:

274,252
Cards Validated

and Available for Download
1,007,252

Cards Transcribed Online
1,042,494

Cards Scanned

Quick Links

Register to become an
online transcriber

Become an office volunteer

USA-NPN

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the
USA-NPN which brings

together citizen scientists,
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators
and students of all ages to

monitor the impacts of
climate change on plants
and animals in the United

States.Learn More....
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ovDZKtav5TM2owUkfpzRMWvDpP8C0t3G05vVpdBE-gNLeSW8AtYX8ubA2Fma3kGwuyQ3RyhYeeWi_HLhrQ7-IZpL6lvE9LZUknST9ONGTtpasi6a9rRULUODRpH4_zDS5cbBumvz1XPpR0uVQ4afp7qPsi84dgdWRxqDOKiOpmdI9WBPzh-gWIFU22-iu3dovmhTTXAT73mQqat0PUN37DTCYBlUI5a35apG7aUxE8YHBftxzdqHnt4J0qn_40Xq-Fx9ioAUunN0xRbeSvlx3kmA7BaybMyN8j0BwWcPrsz-ftsAgr4PalUbo7DYPHEr2A_g5PSG2zw=&c=VW-qqKXlxkGfnYe1YovTIjNFd6t2rzVU_CLIL7zl0C1xTqcvHS_efg==&ch=KikkzJ44acrL-XMiKeRulnJgu0NvC6S2PcovbDs4Yuwp9_QvdKsSqA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ovDZKtav5TM2owUkfpzRMWvDpP8C0t3G05vVpdBE-gNLeSW8AtYX8ubA2Fma3kGwuyQ3RyhYeeWi_HLhrQ7-IZpL6lvE9LZUknST9ONGTtpasi6a9rRULUODRpH4_zDS5cbBumvz1XPpR0uVQ4afp7qPsi84dgdWRxqDOKiOpmdI9WBPzh-gWIFU22-iu3dovmhTTXAT73mQqat0PUN37DTCYBlUI5a35apG7aUxE8YHBftxzdqHnt4J0qn_40Xq-Fx9ioAUunN0xRbeSvlx3kmA7BaybMyN8j0BwWcPrsz-ftsAgr4PalUbo7DYPHEr2A_g5PSG2zw=&c=VW-qqKXlxkGfnYe1YovTIjNFd6t2rzVU_CLIL7zl0C1xTqcvHS_efg==&ch=KikkzJ44acrL-XMiKeRulnJgu0NvC6S2PcovbDs4Yuwp9_QvdKsSqA==


Sam Robbins was born on December
16, 1921 to Rosa Seymour Robbins
and Samuel D. Robbins in Belmont,
Massachusetts. Sam grew up to
become a leading ornithologist for the
state of Wisconsin.
Sam developed his interest in birds
around age 10, motivated by his older
brother Chandler, and encouraged by
his parents. The Golden-winged
warbler was the first bird vocalization
he learned to identify. Sam was a
regular listener to Thorton Burgess's
radio show and participated in
Burgess' competition in which Burgess
whistled the songs of 25 bird species
and asked listeners to send in the
corresponding species names. Sam
won the competition, as did his
brothers Chandler and Roger.

Sam attended the University of Wisconsin, Madison where he completed a
B.S. in Natural Sciences in the School of Education. While a sophomore in
college, Sam was asked to participate in a preliminary checklist of
Wisconsin birds. The checklist pocket booklet of which he contributed,
Wisconsin Birds: A Checklist with Migration Graphs, later went through
several revisions and publications. After college, Sam attended the Chicago
Theological Seminary, and thereafter began his ministry in Neillsville,
Wisconsin. He also obtained a Master's Degree in counseling from
University of Wisconsin in 1968. Sam retired from the ministry in 1987, but
continued to be involved with church activities until his death.
Sam's three loves were his family, his ministry and the Wisconsin Society
for Ornithology (WSO). Between 1946 and 1951, and again from 1960 to
1969, Sam served as WSO's Associate Editor for The Passenger Pigeon. He
also served as editor from 1953 to 1969. One of his many
accomplishments with the WSO was to expand the coverage of the
Christmas Bird Count throughout the state. Sam proposed to the WSO
board that they should begin a summer count of breeding birds, five years
before his brother Chandler initiated the Breeding Bird Survey (BBS). The
project began in 1961 and later became part of the Federal BBS. Because
of Sam's level of knowledge and experience, he contributed extensively to
the determination of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources list of
endangered and threatened species.
Sam's dedication to the WSO lasted for 61-years, the longest anyone has
devoted to the Society. His contribution to Wisconsin ornithology and
years of field experience culminated in his crowning achievement, the 1991
publication of Wisconsin Birdlife.The publication is still considered one of
the most comprehensive sources of information on the status and
distribution of Wisconsin birds. Sam Robbins passed away on February 19,
2000, but will be remembered for his remarkable contribution to Wisconsin
ornithology.

Source for Samuel D. Robbins, Jr. bibliography and image:
Matteson, S. W. (2000) "In Memoriam: Samuel D. Robbins, Jr." Passenger
Pigeon, Vol. 62, (1) 143-146.

Trivia

Last month's trivia question was:

Eastern bluebird by John Paul
Benante

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ovDZKtav5TM2owUkfpzRMWvDpP8C0t3G05vVpdBE-gNLeSW8AtYX8ubA2Fma3kGwmZrYUnmyDhws6Vh3FHLqOGyB_gtqA6HvQBnp_IXR-16XDl4bFAafjRNHPgqLbKKSmgkzf2GXlYpWf7w_j1iIMT2XiDXWP9xlDcA75kj7HMI3jR2jHooVp2qac93KcuiCPWRPono_1ft33VBGroydRVT0GbONA2iNH3i6T5vASIysRDrRZ_BolSZ_ywjWrbfwWsX-jzcvogUbpgjzvuU75HW4jfNg8ni-nhc076UG2det0AX1KPkjOUYFFanKPpW3fUIMl_09wcyWgddmND_FlxoML6MhGFyjSKyfrAA_MabMu-5LJlAbor5tiZYID58S5FxujYN8m5m0lVH7-rt7y3ZnCMcgyG7y9Lb7xXv09ZaV7yBSzEnp4k3UBU62dK0F587H0rCCz58=&c=VW-qqKXlxkGfnYe1YovTIjNFd6t2rzVU_CLIL7zl0C1xTqcvHS_efg==&ch=KikkzJ44acrL-XMiKeRulnJgu0NvC6S2PcovbDs4Yuwp9_QvdKsSqA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ovDZKtav5TM2owUkfpzRMWvDpP8C0t3G05vVpdBE-gNLeSW8AtYX8ubA2Fma3kGwmZrYUnmyDhws6Vh3FHLqOGyB_gtqA6HvQBnp_IXR-16XDl4bFAafjRNHPgqLbKKSmgkzf2GXlYpWf7w_j1iIMT2XiDXWP9xlDcA75kj7HMI3jR2jHooVp2qac93KcuiCPWRPono_1ft33VBGroydRVT0GbONA2iNH3i6T5vASIysRDrRZ_BolSZ_ywjWrbfwWsX-jzcvogUbpgjzvuU75HW4jfNg8ni-nhc076UG2det0AX1KPkjOUYFFanKPpW3fUIMl_09wcyWgddmND_FlxoML6MhGFyjSKyfrAA_MabMu-5LJlAbor5tiZYID58S5FxujYN8m5m0lVH7-rt7y3ZnCMcgyG7y9Lb7xXv09ZaV7yBSzEnp4k3UBU62dK0F587H0rCCz58=&c=VW-qqKXlxkGfnYe1YovTIjNFd6t2rzVU_CLIL7zl0C1xTqcvHS_efg==&ch=KikkzJ44acrL-XMiKeRulnJgu0NvC6S2PcovbDs4Yuwp9_QvdKsSqA==


Picture courtesy of:
www.chevychaseestates.us

Which indigenous bird is found in the
highest numbers throughout the USA,
according to the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology? Answer: American Robin

The trivia question was answered first
by Chris Eberly. The correct answer
was also sent in by John Habig.

This month's trivia question is: What
small American songbird builds a
hanging, Oriole style nest (see picture
to the left)?

Remember to send your answers to
Jessica. The first person to email a
correct answer will receive a BPP prize!

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints, please contact me.

 
Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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