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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird Phenology Program (BPP) is working to
understand how global climate change is affecting bird populations across North America
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Monthly Trivia
Last month's trivia
question was:
How did the
measurement expression
'a quill of gold' originate?

Though the use of quills
as receptacles came
earlier, expression "quill
of gold" originated during
the California gold rush in
the mid-19th century.
Miners would use the
translucent quills of the
California Condor to store
gold dust.

The correct answer was
first sent in by Diane
Jadlowski. Frances
Raleigh also sent in the
correct answer.

This month's trivia
question is: What was
the first record of a metal
band being attached to a

ANNOUNCEMENTS

-- Computer scientist Yassine Kodad has been
rehired to work with the BPP Office. He will be with
us twice a week until the end of July. Yassine has
hit the ground running and has already helped the
BPP accomplish many of it's goals for 2015.
-- The BPP Office believes it has fixed a bug in the
system which caused inaccurate transcription counts. Participants are
asked to contact the BPP Office if they continue to experience this
problem, or any problem related to the BPP website.
-- The BPP has sent all of its validated data to USGS BISON, an
integrated and permanent resource for biological occurrence data from
the United States.
-- Japan has been added to the Transcription Page location drop-
down list.
-- The Observer Bios, Newsletters, and FAQ sheet have been updated
on the BPP website.
-- Jessica is looking for a few volunteers to help with a new project on
the New York bird observer records. If you're interested in researching
some of the original observers please email the BPP Office.

WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON

-- Updating the Top 25 Transcribers This Week chart
on the Charts webpage to ensure accurate
transcription counts.

PARTICIPANT OF THE MONTH
JANET ALLEN

After the busy-ness of going to school,
working as a software engineer, and raising
a family, I discovered the National Wildlife
Federation's Backyard Wildlife Habitat
program in the late 1990s. Soon my yard
was certified as a Backyard Wildlife
Habitat.
As I learned more about creating habitat in
my urban/suburban yard, I and two others
started a chapter of Wild Ones called
Habitat Gardening in Central New York,
and I've served as its president since the beginning. Besides planting
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bird's leg? Send your
answer in to Jessica.
First correct answer wins
a BPP prize.

USA-NPN

The USA-NPN brings
together citizen scientists,
government agencies,
non-profit groups,
educators and students
of all ages to monitor the
impacts of climate
change on plants and
animals in the United
States.

native plants, our group also encourages people to participate in citizen
science programs.
My first citizen science project was Project FeederWatch, and as of this
year, I've participated for 15 seasons and submitted 293 counts. I've
participated in lots of other citizen science projects, too, but one of my
favorites is the Bird Phenology Program because it's a way I can make
a difference in two issues I care about: climate change and bird
conservation. And, unexpectedly, I find it rewarding to honor the work of
those people in the past who also cared about birds and collected all
this data, not knowing how, when, or if it would be used.
I try to spread the word about this project in our chapter newsletters,
such as the Jan. 2014 and our Dec. 2014 newsletters, in my habitat
gardening presentations, as well as in conversations. I don't know if I've
successfully recruited anyone yet, but I hope so. We need to get those
cards digitized!

OBSERVER OF THE MONTH
OTTO C. McCREARY

Otto C. McCreary was born on September 25 1879, in Bedford,
Pennsylvania to Jacob and Louisa Otto McCreary. He received a B.S.
degree from the University of Michigan and a PhD from Ohio State
University. McCreary worked as a research assistant at experimental
stations in Ithaca, New York, and Pullman, Washington, before joining
the University of Wyoming in 1926. In 1931, he was promoted from
Assistant to Associate Research Chemist at the university's Agricultural
Experiment Station. At the University of Wyoming, McCreary studied the
chemical makeup of forage plants as indicators of range health.
However, McCreary is better known for his research on the migratory
patterns of Wyoming's avian populations. McCreary published Wyoming
Bird Life in 1937; a second edition was published in 1939. The book
covers the topics of avian populations in Wyoming and their migratory
patterns in detail. McCreary also wrote numerous scientific journal
articles and Experiment Station Bulletins. McCreary died of a chronic
illness in January of 1944, at the age of 64.

Resources for this biography include: American Heritage Center, Annual
Report 2002. University of Wyoming. 
Otto McCreary papers, 1899-1943. (University of Wyoming, American
Heritage Center). WorldCat record id: 54850559

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or
complaints, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Jessica Zelt 
Program Coordinator 
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