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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird Phenology Program (BPP) is working to
understand how global climate change is affecting bird populations across North America
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Monthly Trivia
This month's trivia
question is: Who was the
first woman elected as a
fellow to the American
Ornithologists' Union?
Send your answer in to
Jessica. First correct
answer wins a BPP prize.

Last month's trivia
question was:
What was the first record
of a metal band being
attached to a bird's leg? 

Answer: In about 1595
one of Henry IV's banded
Peregrine falcons got lost
while hunting a bustard in
France. The bird
reappeared twenty-four
hours later in Malta. The
bird had flown
approximately 1350 miles,
averaging 56 miles an
hour.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
-- Charlotte Cook-Fuller has transcribed over
200,000 records. Congratulations to Charlotte on
reaching another impressive milestone!
-- Jason Courter, Professor at Malone University, is
in need of Black-chinned, Broad-tailed, and Rufous
Hummingbird records for an upcoming project. If
you would like to help him, please use the filter on the transcription
screen to complete those records. 
-- We have modified the transcription screen to block blank entries
from being submitted.
-- The Top 25 Transcribers This Week chart was thoroughly tested
and is working properly.
-- The Observer Bios and Newsletters have been updated on the BPP
website.
-- Jessica is looking for a few volunteers to help with a new project on
the New York bird observer records. If you're interested in researching
some of the original observers please email the BPP Office.

WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON
-- Creating a new visualization for the BPP website
to see how many records are validated or awaiting
transcription for each state in the U.S.
-- Updating our location table in the BPP database to
validate records that are failing validate-o-rama due to unknown
locations.

PARTICIPANT OF THE MONTH
ROGER LARK 

With a name like Lark, how could I not be
enthralled by birds? I've been a nature
lover and bird watcher for a very long time,
both here in the US and overseas where
my wife and I once lived and now travel
often. A bird book or two and binoculars
are among our standard gear. While there's nothing quite like lying on
your belly on a Scottish cliff almost nose-to-nose with a puffin, we also
take immense pleasure from our feathered friends closer to home-
Ellicott City, Maryland. We enjoy providing food, water and shelter for
the usual suburban suspects as all around us in this rapidly growing
area habitat is being turned into housing and its accoutrements. Often
when I'm filling in information from a Phenology Program card, I find
myself musing over the changes we've seen in the bird population after
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The correct answer was
first sent in by Donna Lux
Hooker. Ginny Alfano,
Diane Jadlowski, Janet
Burnett, Mary Small and
Bonnie Ingram also sent
in the correct answer.

USA-NPN

The USA-NPN brings
together citizen scientists,
government agencies,
non-profit groups,
educators and students
of all ages to monitor the
impacts of climate
change on plants and
animals in the United
States.

a mere 25 years in our present home.
Since full retirement in 2010, my wife and I spend much of our time with
family, traveling, bicycling, walking and supporting various volunteer
causes-from the Maryland State Boychoir to work with local police and
the Bird Phenology Program. And,of course, the care and feeding of our
many avian visitors. We love watching our year-round residents and
welcoming/bidding farewell to the transients. Well, it's almost time to say
"good-bye" to those sweet little snowbirds and get ready to be
entertained for the summer by a small herd of catbirds. Never a dull
moment!

OBSERVER OF THE MONTH
REVEREND WILLIAM MARTIN BEAUCHAMP

Reverend William Martin Beauchamp was
born in Coldenham, Orange Co., N.Y., on
March 25, 1830. His father, W. M.
Beauchamp, was an England native who
came to the United States in 1829. He
married Mary Jay and together they had
five children. In 1831 Mr. Beauchamp
moved the family to Skaneateles. William
attended school at the Skaneateles
Academy and later De Lancey Divinity
School at Geneva, N.Y. He graduated in
1862 and was ordained as a deacon the
same year. In 1863, Rev. Beauchamp was
ordained as presbyter, and began his work at Calvary Church of
Northville, in Cayuga County. In July of 1865, Rev. Beauchamp moved
to Baldwinsville and became rector of Grace Church, where he has
officiated for nearly thirty years. He married Sarah Carter and they had
four children. 

After retiring, Rev. Beauchamp moved to Syracuse, where he devoted
the majority of his time to research and writing about the Iroquois. He
later authored of the 'Iroquois Trail' and 'New York Indian Names,' which
earned him the reputation as being one of the great early authorities on
the culture, history, and institutions of the Iroquois. Mr. Beauchamp was
also a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science, director of the Onondaga Historical Society, also a passionate
student in the field of natural sciences and archeology, and an officer
and contributor to American Folk Lore Society. Between 1897 and 1907,
the New York State Museum published thirteen bulletins written by
Beauchamp on archeology, history, and culture of Native Americans in
New York State. He received the degree of Sacred Theology Doctorate
from Hobart College, and was one of only the three examining chaplains
of the Central New York diocese.
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Resources for this biography include:
Ancestry.com
New York State Library
Wikipedia

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or
complaints, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Jessica Zelt 
Program Coordinator 
North American Bird Phenology Program 
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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