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understand how global climate change is affecting bird populations across North America
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HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE BPP!
Thank you to all who have contributed time and energy to the BPP this
past year. Through your work transcribing the records and working on
various projects with the BPP Office, the data originally collected by
scientists, naturalists, and citizens is being made accessible to a new
generation. The dedication and enthusiasm everyone brings to
accomplishing this enormous task is incredible. I look forward to another
year working with all of you. Wishing everyone a very warm holiday
season and a happy new year.

2014 YEAR IN REVIEW
-- We reached 1 million transcriptions earlier this year. In total for the
year, 35,000 records were transcribed for the first time and 778,000
records were transcribed a second time.
-- Approximately 145,000 additional records have been validated by our
Validate-O-Rama system and released to the public.
-- Zelt et al. submitted, Long-term Trends in Avian Migration Arrival and
Departure Dates for the State of New York, for USGS internal review.
--There were many improvements to the BPP website including a new
Data Download and Card Viewer webpage to allow for data retrieval
and viewing the original bird migration records. All webpages have also
gone through revisions to keep information up-to-date.
-- The MY STATS bar on the transcription page was updated with
additional information for the user.
-- The BPP monthly newsletter was redesigned
-- There were several press articles on the BPP including Audubon
Magazine, a interview on NPR's Midday with Dan Rodrick, and a feature
article on the USGS homepage.
Thank you to our participants, scientists and partners for making these
milestones possible.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
-- BPP Participant, Stella Walsh has transcribed
over 250,000 records! Another astonishing
milestone after years of dedicated work.
Congratulations Stella!
-- Jessica is looking for a few volunteers to help
with a new project on the New York bird observer
records. If you're interested in researching some of the original
observers please email the BPP Office
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Indigo bunting, Pat's favorite bird

Guimaraes, Dick Hoffman
and Chris Eberly also
sent in the correct
answer.

This month's trivia
question is: How did the
measurement expression
'a quill of gold' originate?

Send your answer in to
Jessica. First correct
answer wins a BPP prize.

USA-NPN

The USA-NPN brings
together citizen scientists,
government agencies,
non-profit groups,
educators and students
of all ages to monitor the
impacts of climate
change on plants and
animals in the United
States.

-- A few participants have alerted the BPP office of
inaccurate transcription counts. If you experience this
problem, please let us know. Additional information
will help us address the issue.

PARTICIPANT OF THE MONTH
PAT PFLIEGER

As an English professor, I'm far from
an expert about the outdoors. I can
talk about early American
periodicals and books for children
(my main area of research) and
about how to tell when a college
student is texting during class. Away
from work, I knit and do cross-stitch
and read far too many murder
mysteries. I feed hummingbirds all
summer and seed-eaters all winter,
but I'm a real amateur when it
comes to birds.

When the Bird Phenology Project was announced, I saw a chance to
learn something and to help someone else with research. Transcribing
also turned out to be fun. I love the notes about the landscape and the
behavior of the birds. And it's satisfying to extract the information from
the BPP observation cards, because that means the information can be
analyzed and used. Transcribing allows even an amateur like me to
contribute to science

OBSERVER OF THE MONTH
EDWARD ALPHONSO
GOLDMAN

Edward A. Goldman was born in
Mount Carmel, Illinois, on July 7,
1873 to Jacob H. and Laura C.
Goltman (later changed to
Goldman). At the age of fifteen, his
family moved to a ranch in the San
Joaquin Valley near Alila, Tulane
County, California. His interest in
natural history came from his father,
who was an amateur naturalist and
collector. When Goldman was 17,
he accepted a job as a foreman of a vineyard near Fresno, California.
While away, a traveling naturalist, Edward W. Nelson made
acquaintance with Goldman's father, Jacob. Conversation soon turned
to their mutual interest of natural history when Jacob learned that
Edward was searching for an assistant. Jacob suggested his son
Edward for the job and when Edward returned soon-after to his father's
ranch for a "size-up," Nelson hired him. This was the beginning of a
lifelong friendship and collegiate relationship between Edward Nelson
and Edward Goldman. 

Goldman began collecting for the Biological Survey in 1891, and 1982
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he traveled to Mexico as an assistant of Edward W. Nelson. He and
Nelson traveled to all of the regions of Mexico and Guatemala over 14
a year period to collect birds, mammals, and reptiles. In 1910, Goldman
surveyed the Panama Canal, while the canal was being constructed.
Later, in 1918, he served in the Sanitary Corps of the Army during
World War I in France, with the task of preventing the destruction of
food and other supplies by rats.

When Goldman returned to Washington continued working for the
Biological Survey and was in charge of biological investigations from
1919 to 1925, and later as chief of the division of game reservations
from 1925 to 1928. He became a senior biologist in the Division of
Wilderness Research, working there until 1940. In 1944, he was named
honorary associate in zoology at the Smithsonian Institution, and
officially retired. At the end of his life he was writing about his
experiences with Nelson in Mexico.

One of Goldman's greatest life accomplishments was his important role
in negotiating a treaty with Mexico to protect migrating birds and game
mammals. The treaty was completed on February 7, 1936, and he was
recognized by Mexicans as an authority on their fauna.

Edward was a member of the American Ornithologists' Union, the
Cooper Ornithological Club, the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, the American Society of Mammalogists (of
which he was president when he died), the Biological Society of
Washington of which he served as president for a time, the Washington
Academy of Sciences, and Baird Ornithological Club. He also wrote a
memorial of his early mentor, E. W. Nelson. Nelson had described a
new genus of hummingbird in 1911, Goldmania, naming it in honor of
Edward. Over fifty mammals, birds, reptiles, plants, and mollusks were
named for him.
Edward died on September 2, 1946, in Washington, D.C.
Resources for this biography include:
Young, S. P. 1947. Edward Alphonso Goldman: 1873- 1946. The
Journal of Mammalogy, 28(2): 91-109.
Perry, M. "Edward Alphonso Goldman." Patuxent Wildlife Research
Center. Web. 31 Dec 2014.
Smith, C.H. 2005. "Edward Alphonso Goldman." Some Biogeographers,
Evolutionists and Ecologists: Chrono-Biographical Sketches. Web. 31
Dec 2014.

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or
complaints, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Jessica Zelt 
Program Coordinator 
North American Bird Phenology Program 
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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