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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global

climate change and how it is affecting bird populations across
North America

Announcements
Office volunteer, Robert Turk made several updates to the BPP
webpages including Newsletters, Observer Bios, Research, and
Press.
Office volunteers, Janice Devine and Robert Hartman have verified
the observer cards for New York, Rhode Island, and Delaware. This
dataset contains all of the observer names and locations for those
who contributed to the bird migration cards. All records will be
added to our database and website when completed.
The BPP recently mailed three plaques to volunteers for their
exceptional contributions to the BPP. They went out to Stella Walsh
for completing 200,000 transcriptions, Charles Bombaci for
completing 100,000 transcriptions and Charlotte Cook-Fuller for
completing 100,000 transcriptions.
After posting the comedic Empids graphic created by Paul Dennehy
(inspired by Richard Edden's bird graphics and app, BirdFace) on
the BPP FB page, we had several requests to use the image for
printing on tee shirts and mugs. The BPP will not be producing any
products using the graphic however, Paul Dennehy was kind enough
to email us the graphic at high resolution for whoever would like to
use it. If interested, contact the BPP office.

What We're Working to Bring You
The My Stats bar on the transcription page has been modified and
is undergoing testing before being added to the transcription page.
A new version of Data Download has been developed and is
undergoing testing before being added to the Data Download page.

Volunteer of the Month
Nick Kerlin

Current Progress

Great horned Owl by Crow
Vecchio

Current Migration
Card Count:

1,004,086
Cards Transcribed Online

1,042,494
Cards Scanned

Quick Links

Register to become an
online transcriber

Become an office volunteer

USA-NPN

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the
USA-NPN which brings

together citizen scientists,
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators
and students of all ages to

monitor the impacts of
climate change on plants
and animals in the United

States.Learn More....
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After working for 35 years with the PA State Park Service, as an
environmental educator and later as a park manager, I retired and now
pursue my interests in birding. My birding interest started as a teen
growing up in western PA and has continued ever since. I've worked on
Christmas Bird Counts, migration counts, atlas projects and now as a
volunteer "Bander in Charge" with PSU students and community volunteers
at the Arboretum at Penn State.
To me the phenology work is like fishing or bird banding, you never know
what you're going to get. I've transcribed cards filed by ornithologist Clyde
Todd (who I met as a teenager) as well as one of our original local bird
club members. I marvel at some of the beautiful handwriting and curse at
some that is totally illegible (The latter looks like mine!). What did
observers mean by "a few" or a "flock?"
I find myself wondering if any observers had the faintest idea of what their
information would be processed with 130+ years later and catch myself
wondering 130 years into the future what some future "transcriber" will be
using? They probably will be wondering about us as well.

Observer of the Month
Elizabeth "Bird Lady" Dickens

Elizabeth Dickens was born on December 2, 1877. She spent her entire life
on Block Island, Rhode Island, until her death in 1963. She lived on a
small farm, on the southwest corner of the island, not far from the ocean
bluffs.
Miss Dickens had a great love for the nature of the island, especially birds.
For fifty years, Dickens kept meticulous daily records of bird observations,
in addition to maintaining a mounted bird and skin collection. Her records
and collection of birds provide a scientifically valuable picture of bird life
during the first half of the 20th century for Block Island. Her journals,

Eastern bluebird by John Paul
Benante



which she began in 1912, were bequeathed by Elizabeth Dickens to the
Audubon Society of Rhode Island and are housed at their offices in
Smithfield, Rhode Island.
Of equal importance to Miss Dickens was teaching in the Block Island
schools. She taught ornithology to all of the local school children every
month. She was well-known in the community as the "Bird Lady" and was
greatly respected. Miss Dickens taught for many years, to several
generations of Block Island school children, which ultimately grew from her
own feelings of stewardship into a strong culture of conservation on the
island. The children she taught, grew into adults who were committed to
conservation. Due in part to the attitude Miss Dickens instilled on the
island, nearly 40% of the island is now protected. Miss Dickens' education
legacy lives on in the Block Island schools. Inspired by Elizabeth Dickens'
story, The Nature Conservancy now helps fund a place-based educator who
leads students in natural history and local conservation programs, including
a focus on Conservancy land.
To learn more about Elizabeth Dickens, you can read her biography titled
Elizabeth Dickens: The Bird Lady of Block Island by Herbert S. Whitman,
Still Pond Press, 1982.
Sources used for this biography include:
http://hylbom.com/family/paternal-lines/paternal-cl-to-du/dickens-1354/
http://www.promiseofplace.org/assets/files/PBE_Manual_03_Part2.pdf

Picture courtesy of: 
http://hylbom.com/family/paternal-lines/paternal-cl-to-du/dickens-1354/

Trivia
Last month's trivia question was: What bird would one associate with
'Angry William'? Answer: A Crossbill 

The trivia question was answered first by Brandi Lynn Lechleiter. The
correct answer was also sent in by Pat Johnson and Judd Patterson.

This month's trivia question was sent in by Phil Hicks. It is: There are nine
members of the bird family Troglodytidae found in the USA. Can you name
at least five members of this widespread family?

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a
correct answer will receive a BPP prize!

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints, please contact me.

 
Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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