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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global

climate change and how it is affecting bird populations across
North America

Announcements from the Past Month

Robert Turk has updated the Top 25 Transcribers This Week chart.
Additional information has been added below the chart to show the
start and stop times used in calculating each person's tally.
The Newsletter and Observer Bios webpages have been updated by
Robert Turk. The homepage slideshow has also been modified to
provide arrows for easy navigation through the slides.
Bob Appeli, Field Biologist with the Purple Martin Conservation
Association is working on a new project using BPP PUMA records.
Information about Bob's background and project, will be added
soon to our Research page.
On August 27th, Jessica Zelt assisted the National Wildlife Refuge
with a visit by the Cesar Chavez School, 6th grade students.
Students completed a biodiversity audit of the refuge, among other
activities.
If you would like to be included in our Featured Photos webpage,
email the BPP Office with your photo!

What We're Working to Bring You
Computer scientists Kevin Laurent and Yassine Kodad are
continuing to develop a webpage for those who download data and
want to view the original bird migration cards.

Observer of the Month
Douglas Clifford Mabbott

Douglas Clifford Mabbott was born
on March 12, 1893, to George W.
and Orra R. Mabbott, in Arena,
Wisconsin. He received his
education by the public schools in
Stanley and Baraboo, Wisconsin.
Mabbott was a self-taught
naturalist and took part in farming
at Unity, Marathon County. He
passed two entrance exams for
the Bureau of Biological Survey
and was appointed as assistant in
economic ornithology with the
Department of Agriculture on
December 1, 1915 in Washington
D.C. While employed, Mabbott
took a special course in Zoology at
George Washington University and
became an associate member of
the American Ornithologists' Union
in 1916. Mabbott specialized in the

Current Progress

Spotted sandpiper by Crow
Vecchio

Current Migration
Card Count:

283,759
Cards Validated

and Available for Download
1,008,060

Cards Transcribed Online
1,042,494

Cards Scanned

Quick Links

Register to become an
online transcriber

Become an office volunteer

USA-NPN

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the
USA-NPN which brings

together citizen scientists,
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators
and students of all ages to

monitor the impacts of
climate change on plants
and animals in the United

States.Learn More....
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food habits of wild ducks while
working with the Bureau. The
manuscripts Mabbott wrote from

his field work were later published as the United State Department of
Agriculture Bulletin 862, entitled "Food Habits of Seven Species of
American Shoal-Water Ducks."
On May 5, 1916, Mabbott enlisted into the service and was added to the
National Guard in Company K, 3d Infantry, in Washington D.C. where he
stayed until September 11, 1916 when he was honorably discharged. On
February 1, 1918 he enlisted in the Marine Corps in Washington D.C. and
was later transferred to Marine Barracks, Parris Island, South Carolina.
Mabbott enrolled in the Marine Corps Reserve and was assigned as a
private. Qualified as an expert rifleman, he joined the casual company of
marines at Quantico, VA on April 17, 1918. He left on the U.S.S.
Henderson from Philadelphia to France. He was eventually transferred to
the 79th Company, 6th Regiment, with the U.S. Marine Corps and
participated in the battles of June 11 to July 9 at Chateau Thierry sector,
July 18 and 19 Aisne-Marne offensive, August 9 to 16 Marbache sector,
September 12 to 15 St. Mihiel offensive in the vicinity of Thiaucourt,
Xammes and Jaulny.
Mabbott was killed in action on September 15, 1918, at Bois de Montague,
St. Mihiel sector. During his service on the front he was wounded multiple
times and had just recovered from shell shock when he had resumed his
place in the ranks at Soissons. On his last day, he was with two other
marines, equipped with automatic rifles and advancing his position to
defeat enemy machine gunners. He was killed from a bullet wound to the
head. Mabbott's last words were to his comrades, to hold the ground
gained.
Mabbott was buried in a military cemetery at Thiaucourt but his remains
were later transferred to the Arlington National Cemetery in the United
States. His name was inscribed in a World War I monument which stands
in Potomac Park, Washington, D.C.

Source for Samuel D. Robbins, Jr. bibliography and image:
Frederick Carl Lucas. War Memorial Dedicated to the Heroic Men of the
United States Department of Agriculture Who Died in the World War, With
Biographical Sketches. (1932) The War Memorial Committee, United States
of Agriculture, Washington, D.C.

Trivia
Last month's trivia question was: What small

Eastern bluebird by John Paul
Benante
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Picture courtesy of:
www.chevychaseestates.us

American songbird builds a hanging, Oriole
style nest (see picture to the left)? Answer:
Bushtit

The trivia question was answered first by Ted
Goshulak. The correct answer was also sent in
by Jennifer Turner, Roger Lark, Vjera
Thompson, Alan McGie, Mary Small, Barbara
Curry, and Liz Tymkiw.

This month's trivia question is: What's the
smallest woodpecker in North America? 

A. Downy 
B. Red-headed 
C. Hairy 
D. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a
correct answer will receive a BPP prize!

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints, please contact me.

 
Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center

http://www.chevychaseestates.us/
mailto:jzelt@usgs.gov
mailto:jzelt@usgs.gov
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