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Centennial Updates
March 2020 marked the 100-year 
anniversary of the USGS Bird Banding Lab. 
We have commemorated the event with 
live webinars to educate the public about 
the lab’s rich history. If you missed the 
first presentation you can view it at: www.
usgs.gov/media/videos/100-years-service-
migratory-bird-conservation-north-america

For more information about the Bird Banding 
Laboratory’s 100-year history and upcoming live 
events check back at the lab’s homepage or at 
our FB page at facebook.com/USGSPatuxent/.

Black Rail Subspecies
With the recent listing of the Eastern subspecies 
of Black Rail (EBRA in BBL code), the Fish 
and Wildlife Service has developed standard 
guidelines for their safe capturing and handling. 
Any bander working with Black Rails of either 
subspecies should follow these guidelines.

More importantly, anyone planning to work 
with the Eastern subspecies should also be 
aware that an Endangered Species permit 
from the Fish and Wildlife Service is required. 
You can find more information here: www.
fws.gov/southeast/pdf/guidelines/banding-
c o n d i t i o n s - f o r - e a s t e r n - b l a c k - r a i l . p d f

 

Hard Metal Bands
BBL will continue to provide hard metal bands as 
we have in the past. The inventory of size 6 pre-
opened incoloy bands were depleted during 2020. 
We are procuring additional size 6 pre-opened 
incoloy bands from National Band and Tag and 
will procure other hard metal band sizes as needed. 

Banders will still have the option of BBL 
assigning band numbers and ordering
and paying for the bands themselves.

See your project featured on 
the BBL website!
The BBL has launched a new BBL News series 
to raise awareness about how bird banding is 
being used today: check out the “Notes From the 
Field” articles at www.usgs.gov/centers/pwrc/
science/bird-banding-laboratory?qt-science_
center_objects=8#qt-science_center_objects. 
We’ve posted articles to feature projects from 
across North America to show why banding 
continues to remain crucial tool for managing 
birds for more than a century. If you’d like 
to see your project featured in 2021, please 
contact Jenn Malpass, jmalpass@usgs.gov.
Bandit Notes
If you are using WRP molt cycle codes 
please choose values from the dropdown 
list. Non-Bandit molt cycle codes prevent 
the submission file from being processed. 
Please close Bandit software after a data entry 
session, and don’t forget to save a separate backup 
file. Leaving Bandit open may be a problem if 
it is open during automatic Windows updates.

Permitting
With the change of the calendar year, the Bird 
Banding Lab enters the busiest season for 
banding permit modifications. This coincides 
with banders preparing for the 2021 field season. 
This is a reminder to send all permit requests to 
our permit office (bbl_permits@usgs.gov) not 
to BBL employee emails. Please plan ahead with 
your permit requests with the understanding 
that permit modifications, including new 
subpermits, new locations, and auxiliary
marking authorizations, can take up to 2 months 
to process. New master permit applications 
can take up to 4 months to review. Finally, 
please make sure that requests for new capture 
techniques, tissue sampling, and auxiliary 
marking include the bander’s experience using 
these techniques in the bander’s resume.  
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