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BIRD BANDING LABORATORY: Memo To All Banders: 96

Note from the Acting Chief, Jenn Malpass

“Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, home of the
BBL, will merge with Leetown Science Center this
year. Tom O’Connell will lead the formation of the
new center and began serving as director at the end of
April. ’'m impressed by the dedication of the BBL staff
as we experience significant changes in management
of Patuxent, await a permanent Chief, and adjust our
operations in response to novel coronavirus. Please note
new dates for the transition of BBL Chief duties: I will
continue as Acting Chief through June 6, with Antonio
Cellis-Murillo beginning his term on June 7, 2020.”

(Tele)Working at the BBL

Most of the lab staff transitioned to a full-time telework
schedule in mid-March in response to guidance related
to novel coronavirus. Much of our work with banding
and encounter data can continue no matter where we
are physically located and many of us are using this
time to reduce backlogs of records requiring review by
staff. Thanks to those in the banding community who
have provided prompt responses to our questions about
potential data issues! We are also transitioning other
activities, such as permitting, to remote processes and
appreciate your patience as we establish new ways of
business. Learn more about how our operations have
been affected and see guidance about banding during
coronavirus here https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/
novel-coronavirus-covid-19-impacts-bbl-operations.

New Staff at the Lab "7
Kyra Harvey joined the ||
BBL as a biologist in %}'
March 2020. To learn = ¢
more about Kyra go to
https://www.usgs.gov/
center-news/employee-
spotlight-kyra-harvey.

Band Supply Update

Our goal is to have a two year supply of bird bands.The
lab routinely processes one large band order annually
for non-hummingbird bands. We received more than
800,000 bands and will process them in early May.
After processing, any back-ordered aluminum band
orders will be filled. We are also expecting a shipment
of 24,000 hummingbird bands in the near future.

New Feature on Bander Portal

Within the Bander Portal you can now view
authorizations, download or print your permit.
These features are accessed under the Permit
tab when you are logged into your account.

Profile Permit Data

- - -

Home Bands Reference Tools Logout
Sub Permits
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Resolving Errors in Bandit

After entering data, you may need to work through
a few errors prior to submission. In Table View you may
find it easierifyouclick and drag the Remarks, Errors and
Bypass Errors column names to the left so they are visible
on the screen while working errors. To resolve errors you
may find it easier to switch to Details view, especially
for ‘non-bypassable errors’ with yellow highlighting.
‘Bypassable errors’ lack the yellow and are resolved by
clicking the “Y” button and providing an explanation in
Remarks. Remember to change Bypass Errors from No
to Yes. Although the text remains in the Errors field, the
record is now ready to go into a new submission file.

By-pass errors? :

Errors |Au=.-'$ex unlikely on this date
Invalid Status VS Marker Type Code
When you hit the green Submit New Data button, you
may see a message that a few records still have
unresolved errors. Select Cancel, and Bandit will
bring up those few records to be fixed. Once resolved,
hit the Submit New Data again and Bandit will create
the data file in the Documents folder on your computer.
If the file isn’t sent to the FTP site automatically,
please locate it in your Documents folder and attach
it to an email to bandit@usgs.gov. For additional
information, sce MTAB 95 at https://www.pwrc.usgs.
gov/BBl/resources/MTAB/MTAB95012020.pdf.

Your Project Could be Featured by the BBL!
The lab is seeking content for a new BBL News series
to raise awareness about how bird banding is being
used today. We’re hoping to feature projects
from across North America to show why banding
continues to remain crucial tool for managing
birds for more than a century. To participate,please
contact Jenn Malpass, jmalpass@usgs.gov.
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