UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTIURE
EURENJ OF SIOLOCICAL SURVEY
Washington, D. C.

B IRy BANDIENG NOTES,

Ne. 3. September 8, 1922,

Notice Regarding Bands.

Since the June 15 issve of "Bird Banding Notes" the shortage of
bands has been a most serious detriment to cur work, It has been a
scurcs of continual regret that we have heen uwnable to comply with the
many requests received, some of which wers based upon plans ready for
execution.,

Our collaborators may bs assured that the Biological Survey is
doing everything possible to expedite this matter and our ceatract
ranufacturer. is now perfecting a machine that he believes will have,
when finisked, a capacity adequate to supply all our needs. Production
should start at 2 very early date and just as soon as a supply has been
received we will endeavor to f£ill all the orders that have been received
during the past few wseks,

faut}

While on the subject of band ae wiy. tc caution our collaboraters
to take care of their supply, for thes, bands represent & cash investment
and on our records operators are charged w1ﬁ the numbers issued to thsm,
until reported as used. Losses should thersfore te guarded against as
much possible, but if they occur should be reported at oncs.

Collaborators are also urged to forward their schedules promptly.
In riost cases their receipt will b2 acknowledged by a card form that
has been adopted to facilitate our bird bandinz correspondence. With
this card additional schedules and penalty envelopes feor fubure records
will be sent to the overator,

NOTE.- "Bird Banding Notes" ic nct 2 publication in any sense of

18}
the word, being issued *erﬂlw for the information of our collaborators,
not for general distribution. Fowever, anyone using in a published
paper any of the inforration contained i:n this cirecular will be ex~—
rected to give full credit to the person named and to the Biclogical
Survey.
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Growth of Bird Banding.,

The following figures ars indicative of tke growth of the work
and will probably be of interes:t to bird banding collaborators. The
period represented is from July 1, 1921 to June 30, 1922, the fiscal
year of the Federal Covernment.

Totel number of collabecrators (permittees)....... e - A0
Collaberators who have raceived bands....oeevvees ox im 321
Total number of bands IBSUEA.....sesevevessssensssssssss30,H99
Total nurmber of birds bandled {includes repeats). o5 a1 3,y 199
Total new birds banded (since Jan. 1, 1922, only) e e 5,9}#0
Total returns (not counting repeats)...c.cecssesscsessss 149

Traps.

Anyone wishing to accm@lish a piece of work that is particular-
1y desirable should devotec his attsntion teo inventing a trap that can
be successfully used for the capture of warblers and other speciss that
 habitually frecuent fhe tops of trees. :

The Biological Survey is making an effori to sscure and test
out the varicus sparrovw traps that ars oa the market. As this infomra-
tion is securad it will bz made availabls to collaborators through
this medium, with corments inteaded to ‘increasz the effectiveness of
the traps.

Probebly most stazticns are using same form of the "Covernment”
sparron trap, which continues to be one of the-best types for zgensral
work, but we have had many complaints that one of the traps placed o
tte market esrecially for banding use is net satisfectery. 4 sample
of this trap has been procursd and we find twc sericus defects.

First, there are nc wires attached to the fumnel outlets for
redncing the opening and for preventing the egress of birds that have
entsred. These wires are important. ' ‘They may be omitted from the
second funnel, but they must be attacked to thre first. Each collaborator
may correct this défect himeslf, however, in a few minutes. Ve correc@ed
cur sarple readily, Six wires, each abcut 6 inches long will be needeaq;
ordinary baling wire will answer. These are laced back and forth through
the meshes of the furnel (two on the top and two on each side) so that
2 or 3 inches of the wire will project into the chamber. These should
if possible, be soldered in place, but if they are weven carefully into
the funnel they will probadbly hold without soldsring. See "instruections
for Bird Banding," page 5. X3
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Second, paint the trap oiive green, All trars made of bardware
cloth or wire nesting should be painted and it will be a distinct advantage
if everyone will use about the same color. Dark green is best.

e . s oy dding mn "house trap" to their
stations. In ot thig e 2 2p and it must be ap-
parent that nc one ""Jn of trap 3 ital '?Jird_s. Tre Government
sparrow trap is excellent for "m*' T sedi seciss, but, if a3 large
variety of birde are to be cartured, traj "r‘t types must be tried.
During the fiscal year 1922 (ending June 7 - tion of Mr. Wm. I. Lyon,
at Waukegan, Illinois, handled nearly 3,CO : ecured througk the
oreration of 20 tc 30 traps, and Mr. Lyon is invally experimenting
with new models.

Dr. Lewis Bumford, of Wi 2 Telaware, has advised us that
he is employing the well—xzro..rr " i' " with his "drop traps,"”
thereby making them autcmatic. In order o make results certain, however,
he uses a “rull string™ as well, as this enatles him to operate the trap
when the bird is slow to perch o the trigger stick. For the benefit of
those who may not be familiar with this device, we are reproducing a sketch
of the thrse parts, showing alzo their appearance whan set. ©Soft pine or:
cedar will make the best sticks which should not be more ithan one-half inch
square. The figures indicate where the different notches and points are
engaged whern the trap is set. Ths tray or ao:r is supporied at the top
of piece "C." Trigeer piece "A" forms an inviting perch which a bird
is almo:;t sure to accent, J 2 ‘-:-c- do so, this stick will
be dislodged, causing stic tc fall and thus dropping the
traTJ over t“., bird. Bzit m ] ) ured ©
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o the trigger stick.
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Doctor Pumford states that he rra'l-ze; his drop traps from a
single piece of netting, cutting and bending it to form the tray or
box, while Mr, Lyon uses netting of smallur mesh for the sides, fold-
ing the two pieces togsther intc smooth seams.
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Banding Methods.

Mr. Sterling P. Jones, of Webster Groves, Missouri, has advised
us of a rather unique manner of handling the small bands while ¥isiting
the trap. ©Small tickets (such as are frequently used in department
stores) with a single pin attached, are used. A ticket is used for each
band, which is held by bending the pin. Tre number of the band is
indicated on the ticket and there is abundant rocm for the other data.
These tickets may be easily and rapidly manufactured from pasteboard
and copper wire and might be used several times if care is taken in erasing
the record after it has been transferred to the schedule. This scheme may
bave advantages for all, but should appeal particularly to those who have
had trouble in reading the numbers of the small bands as thke bands might
be fastened on the cards during leisure time with the aid of a reading
glass. A sketch (full size) is here reproduced.

Results from tke Summer's Work,

The summer season has yielded the results § anticirated,

namely, the banding of large numbers of fledglings.

In loocking over the schedules that have been received, we find
that our collaborators have bzen successful in banding representatives
of many families. Robing, bluebirds, grackles, and swallows of two or
three species have been general favorites; but pheebes, crested fly-
catchers, song, field, and chipping sparrcvs, meadowlarks, red-winged
blackbirds, screech owls, least, common, 3and roseate terns, flickers,
downy woodpeckers, and several kinds of warblers have also been banded
in numbers. Two colonies of night herons in Massachusetts received
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attention, one from Mess L, B, Fletcher, James Yaclaye, 2nd

C. D. Flcyd; and the : rem Dr. Chas. W, Tomsend. Mr, Henry E.
Childs, of Providence, R Island, banded a large numbsr of Ieach
petrels, and Mr., Herbert L. Stoddard of Milwavkee, Wisconsin, isited
Bonaventure Island, (usbec, and banded over 2C0 gannetis.

As stated in correspondence tc collaborators, we consider the
banding of fledglings a matter of irportance, prcvided methods are
developed for the recapiure of the birds when adult. With the better
enforcement every year of Tedsral and State laws for the protection of
birds the probability of securing return information from birds that
have besn killed (except game birds in season) is very slight. It 1s

herafore obvious that we must depend entirely upon the operatien of
trapping stations for this information. This will also ezplain why
collaborators are continually urged to establish statioms,

Unuswa’l Captures.

The capturs of animals other than the birds desired for banding,
will probably be tke cause of scme interesting espsrisnces and, in
certain cases, annoyarice.

Squirrels, rats, and mice have been rather frequently caught.
Squirrels are found to be particularly trovblesare, and one orerator
writes that be haszs had to dispatch

o

ve of them. Others may b2 obliged
in mind, of course, the State

i
to resort to the same practice, keeping
laws that may protect or provide open seasons on squirrels. In case

local laws prohibit their destruc

tion, they might be liberated as far
as possible from the trarping station

jen, and trey will probably not return.

Mr, Percival B. Coffin, of Chicago, Illinois, reports that during
the first twe days his trap was set, the captures were cne skumk, one
red squirrel, and one healthy rat. The squirrel and the rat might be
readily removed, but Mr, Coffin's letter is silent as %o the method
employsd in removing the skunk and as to the results. Mr, Verdl Purtch
has had a similar exnerience in double measurs, two half-grom skunks
entering his trap one morning, and Mr, Johnson Neff, of Marionville,
Missouri, rsports trapping a tortoise and a yellow-billed cuckoo at the
sare time.

But the most unusval capture yet rececrded from a bird banding
station comes from Dr. Wr, C, Herman, of Oincinnati, Ohio, Dr. Herman
states that won returning home one evening he was surprised tc find
a number of men, women, and children about his trap. The cause of the
gattering was soon apparent, for a most interesting specimen bad been
captured, a vervet monksy, that had escapad frem the near-by Zoo, Thd
doctor states that he did not band this capturs. ‘
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Returns.

Under this heading, cperators should give particular attention
to the records secured by Mr, L. R. Talbot, while operating Mr., Baldwin's
station at Thomasvills, Georgia. (See The Auk for July, 1922.) The re-
sults from that region may be talsn as an indication cf what information
will be sscured if 2 large nunber of similar stations are consistently
crerated year after year.

Miss Kathleen M. Bempel, of Elkader, Iowa, has recently recaptured
two of the birds that she 'banc.ed in 1921. 3Blve jay No, 18295, banded
Juns 8 1941 was retrapped Juwne 12, 1022 while eatbird No., K5003
(4.B.B.4. series), banded June 12, 1921, was retrapped June 18, 1922,
Neither of these birds repeated in 1921, and it is rather remarkable
that in both cases the elapsed time should be so nearly the same.

Mr, ®, J. Middleton, of Jeffersonville, Pa., rep
on May 10, 1922, prurple grackle No., 8001 which was band
July 20, 1921,

orts capturing
ed by him on

The destructiveness of the house cat te our song and insectivorous
birds is being further demonstrated through tre bird-banding work. In
this Instance the case is against the well-fed house cat that proclaims
its guilt by bringing its victims to the home where presumably a sufficient
quantity of proper food is suppiied. The folloving extract frem a letter
receivad by the Biological Survey is typical of such cases: "Cur mother
cat caught a littls bouss wren for her little kitten just like any mothe
cat would, but she was severely runished for this act. On this wren we
found an aluminum merker with the following inscription, 'Biecl. Surv.
21042,.'" House wren No. 21042 was banded as a flg,d_g__m& by Mr. Wm. I, Lyon,
at Waukegan, Ill., June 23, 1921. It was captured by the cat in Chicago,
June 9, 1922,

Returns of this nature will probably bte rurmerous, but a more
wusval case is found in catbird No. ,,3853 (A.B.B.A. series). On
June Y4, 1922, Dr. R. D. Book, of Coming, Chio, banded two catbird
fledelings, Five days later ks made another visit in order to lzarn
as near as possible when the youngsters left the nest. As the adults
wers making a great commovicn he presumed that the young birds were
Just ready to fly, but ﬂ’astead e found a larze blacksnake clinging to
the limbs of ths busk, ”*'PamLE, the worst, he killed it, and finding
the nest empty the snake was cpensd ané wne cf the banks (Wo. 53%23)
was recovered, The other nestl:‘-ng could not be found and it may have
escaped from the nest at the approach of ths reptile,

Plars.

As the work progresses, it is becoming mers anc more evident
that better results will be sec*u'eﬂ" if ecsrtain species are given
particular attention., This should result in the banding of larger
numbers of these birds, and therefore in a larger number cf raturns.




Grackles, robine, song sparrows, white-throated sparrows, chipping
sparrows, juncos, house wrens, shorebirds, .doves, herons, and water-fowl
should be banded at every opportunity. Scme of these birds have economic
problems that avai’ solutica, and there life history and migrational
problems conmnacted with them all.,

We must also urge collaborators to be particular to report all
repeats, These data ars of much significence and should not be neglected,
The follewing history of a song sparrcw banded at Cchasset, Massachusetts,
by Mr, L, B, Flatcher will showy the importante of these records,

No., 11005, Seng Sparrew, Bended May £8, 1921, 8:15 P, M.
Rereats 1021, May 32 12 :00 Neoon,
" ' June 7:00 P, M,
g June & 11:00 A. M,
h Jwne 4:00 M;
" ‘ Jine L:00 T M.
Return, 1922, May . 1 3:00 P, M,
Repeats, 1022, May: 16, 11:30 M.
" May 1! L:00
5:00
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Wbat became of No. 11000 after Jume 16, 1921, and wherz did he
go on May 16, 1922, after he had retumed three days previously? What
was he doing in the period frem May 16 to July 5?7 At presént these '
questions are puzzling, but with persistert work, such problems will
ultimately be solved.




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

