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B R DR A NDIN“EL

The .reception acecorded by our collaborators to tlhe first issue
ef "Bird Banding Notes" has besn 2 source of gratification, and we wish fo
thank both those who have exprsssed their commepdation and those who have
offered suggestions. ‘ :

o |

5. these I\'.’otes ra issued solely for distributicn among bird band-
ing - collaborators theyiare therefore the official msans of bird bending
communication and every station operator should bear' this fact in mind when
conducting experiments for the advarcement of- the -vor‘:_. The Biological Sur-
vey will be glad to include in the Notes the -resulis of operatioms that
would -geem to be of value .in ‘promoting bhe; %ne;el ‘efficiency of the project.
4As the work progresses,; meny interssting returns will be received, and it
is the plan to give this infprmaition io collaborstors through this, medium.
Other informaiion also will be included, since letters and schedules fre-
guently contain ‘intere sting accounts of the habits of some pariicular bird,
the description of a-tr2p of new 5.18‘- s the use of a new bait. All
this is of volus 2nd shoulé be P g o other operators, for it must
be remembered that bird baxding werl ow.lng and is dependent upon the
active and contimued interest of = e 1m-*nber .of. cooperators, both with
the Biological ‘Survey and with each s ‘

The shortage of ‘oa.nﬂs has probably’ bpen fe1 ; by every aciive operator
‘and it bhas been a maiter of greal regret that we covll not fill the large
orders nceded during 'the height of the spring migration., This is, hoewever,
Just one of the items indicative of the growth of the work, for while hand-
made bands were secured in sufficient guantity in. 1920 ant 1521, the grect
increase in the number of ccllaborators during the past six months has made
it oovious that our source of sunply for bands must be 2 firm equioped with
the mechinery to makes quantity production possible. Arrangements have now
been made to this erd and we- bel:s.eve that an adsquate supply of =211 sizes
will be available in the near fuuure. ‘In the meantime, it is suggested that
baiting or feeding be contirmed s0. that some btirds will become accustomed
to the traps and thas serve 2s. decoys for cthers when banding operzations are
resumed. =

ROUTE.-"3Bird B-nding Notes" is nnot 2 publicztion in any sense of the
word, being issued merely for ths in

fermation ¢f our collaborztors, not for
general distribution. However, znyone ....ng in a published poper any of the

information contained in 'c-n_s circular will be expected to give full credit
to the person named and to the Biological Survey.
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Seven Don'ts.

During the past few weeks several matters have been brought up
that affect more or less directly the bird banding system. Believing
that our collaborators desire tc be informed on these subjects we are
listing them in the following "Don'ts":

1. Don't forget to write your name 2ud address on order cards and
schedules. Severzl orders for bands have been received that
could not be filled for lack of this information.

Don't change bands the records of which have been filed with the
Biological Survey. Rsad the third paragraph on the back of the
schedules, where this subject is thoroughly covered.

Don't issue your bands %o 2nyone else. It is impertant that
we know to whom every number has been issued so that if a return
should be reported for which the originzl record is not in the
files, we may ¥mow to whom to write for the information. There
is 21so muck elerical labor involved in making these changes.

Don't use recorded bands a second time. If you recover a dead
"return” of one of your own birds, either preserve the band as
2 part of the record or destroy it.

Don't neglect to send in your record each month. Schedules and
return envelopes requiring no postage will be furnishsd by the
Biological Survey and it is for the best interest of the work
that the files be at 211 times as nearly up to dats as possible.

Don't attempt to close bands with the uneided fingsre. Use
pointed pliers. This is particularly important on small birds
requiring bands of sizes 1, 12, 2, and 3.

Dot band English sparrows. At some future time we may undertake
a special investigation of this species by applying the banding
method, but at present, bands are too valuable to ccnsider such
a plan.

As noted by Mr. Baldwin in Bird Banding Notes No. 1i some birds,

notably the grosbeaks, and other large-billed finches, will freguently
crush the band so tightly that injury to the foot mey result. Hise
method for overcoming this has been tc use = bapd large enough to pass
twice around the tarsus, and whils this has proved sufficient to prevent
the crushing it has the disadvantage that 2 portion of the mumber or
legend may be covered. We are therefore glad to announce a more satis-
factory method that has been used by Mr, Gecrge H. Priest, of Brockton,
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Massachusetts, in banding evening grosbezks. Mr. Priest's method con-
sists of placing an inmsr band or sleeve around thé tarsus of the bird,
with the regular numbered band over it. We have tested this method and
belisve that it will nrove o most satisfactory solution to this prooplem.
The blank immer bands should bec cat froa sheet alumimum of a gauge simi-
Yar to thet of ithe bands (atous 2% gavge). Taey should be about the

.size of the No. la bands tut only kraif the width. On blanks of this
size the No. 3 band will fit smootkly projecting zbout > fourth of its
width on each sids of the slecve, znd if this porvion is compressed
¢lightly with the pointed pliers, the two bands will bz securely locked
together.

The desirability of further experiments with different baits
has been demonstrated at the stztion of Mr. S. E. Perkins III, of
Indianapolis, Indiana. MWr. Perkins reports that during the last week
of April a pair of cardinsls were repeatedly seen around his traps,
but would not enter. On May 1, corn bresad wes tried for bait and be-
fore nightfall bands numbered 1€850 znd 16361 were being worn by the
birds that yielded to the temptation afforded hy our nationzl bread.

An interesting letter from Mr. Willizm I. Lyon, of Waukegan,
Illinois, directs attertion to the fact thai ail collaborators may
.notY be able to hold a bird in the menner described in the first issue
of Bird Barding Notes., Mr. Lyon argues that that metrod is all rightly
for long slender fingers, but that it is impracticable for the short,
stout hand. He inclcsed a photograph, from which we reproduce a
sketch, showing his favorite marmer o holding = bird. As shown in-
the sketch, the bird is retained againust the palm of the hand by pass—
ing the index finger across ths throat, and by the hold cf the thumb
and second finger on the birdfs foot or on the band. The other leg
is not held. The weight of the bird is supported by the third and
fourth fingers, passed across the lower breast and belly.
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A recent letter from Mr. R. E. Horsey, who is operating several
substatioas at Highland Farl, Roclhesiter, N. Y., contains the intersst-
ing information that two of bis drop traps are placed over bird baths,
the edges of which are baited with bread. OSome operators make a point
to kecp fresh drinking water in or neer their traps during the svnmer
months, but we believe this is the first time & bath has been used as
"bait.® It seems to work, however, as Mr. Horsey's report bears emple
evidence.

Scme ‘collaborators are experiencing a little difficulty in
attaching the adjustatle bands. On pege 10 of Department Circular No.
170, the proper method is shown in twc sieps. These bands ars made of
heavy metal and provided with a locking device, designed for use on
waterfowl and other large birds, and it is essential that both parts
of the dcuble bend in th: body of the band be secured with the locking
nibs. 1t takes more %ime but is worith while. In attaching these bends
to waterfowl, 150 would be considered an excellent day's work, while
100 a dzy would probably be 2bcut 21l one man would cars to average Over
an extended period.

Returns.

———

Foremost among the returns of the past few weeks may be mention-
ed Robin No. 33519 of the A, B, B. A. series. This bird, banded as a
fledgling on July 8, 1017, at Wilm'ngton, Delaware, by Dr. Lewis Tumford,
was fourd d=ad in the yaré of Mr, Thomas F. Bayard, at Wilimington, on
May 14, 1922. Mr. Bayard's resideunce is only about a quarter of a mile :
from the place where Dr. Fumford banded the little fellow almost five
years before.

Among waterfowl, the return of a buffle-head is of peculiar
interest. On April 6, 1922, Mr. Verdi Burtch, of Branchport, N. Y.,
banded & femald of this species thot had been caught on a "set line®
the night before. Eleven days later, on April 17, Mr. Relph White
found the same bird entangled in a herring net in Ceorgien 3ay, near
Collingwood, Ontario. Unfertunately, the little duck was dead, other
wise it might have shown further evidence of its likxing for fishing
paraphernalia.




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

