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Uses of atlas data

• Conservation planning
• Range maps & basic information such as 

nesting chronology
• Trains observers for BBS
• Pop distribution changes in 2nd round.
• Generates hypotheses / identify study areas



Timeline of atlases
• 1968 First atlas of Britain and Ireland
• 1966 BBS starts
• 1971 First atlas in US (Maryland Co.s)
• 1974 Mass, 1976 Vermont (1st publ., 1980’s)
• 1988-1991 (Second UK atlas: pub ’93)
• 1997 European atlas published
• 2002 Second Maryland atlas
• 2007 Third Atlas in Britain and Ireland



Maryland & DC Atlas, 1983-1987

• Mini-routes for abundance
• Checking data quality 

– (random block checks)
– oversight

• Quarter-blocks & county atlases



The spread of atlasing
States, provinces, counties



Age of atlases



Second round atlases
• Change maps

• Abundance maps based on 
standardized sampling



The future of atlases
• Comparability: better effort measurements

– Tetrads and other sampling designs
– Accumulation curves
– Repeat visits / effort tracking

• Abundance 
– Point counts, proportion of stops/cells occ.

• Mapping changes
• NA Atlas, Third Atlas in Great Britian



American 
Kestrel

Atlas Blocks, 1st Atlas Blocks, 2nd Atlas Change*

Maryland & DC 687 452 -34%

New York 3450 2960 -14%

Vermont 211 191 -9%

4348 3603 -17%



Atlas Blocks, 1st Atlas Blocks, 2nd Atlas Change*

Maryland & DC 87 154 77%

New York 313 1879 500%

Vermont 126 311 147%

526 2344 346%

Common Raven
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