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Technical Support for “Partners in Flight”

Description:

The USGS is signatory to Partners in Flight (PIF), a
cooperative program involving federal, state and
local government agencies, philanthropic
foundations, conservation groups, industry, and
private individuals to promote conservation of
Western Hemisphere land birds. As part of its
responsibilities as a partner, USGS is represented on
the PIF Federal Committee and has two designated
staff coordinators. The specific purpose of this
project is to provide support for the operating costs of
the staff coordinators and for specific PIF initiatives
that are relevant to USGS interests.

Progress to Date:

In addition to participating actively in the
deliberations of the PIF Management Steering
Committee, the staff coordinators contributed
substantial efforts to development of a web-
accessible database of PIF research and monitoring
needs. This database has been populated with
information from Bird Conservation Plans for each of
the PIF physiographic regions. Patuxent also hosts
the PIF website, through which the database is
delivered. It is used by researchers from USGS and
elsewhere to identify PIF research and monitoring
needs in their area of expertise and geographic area
of preference. One of the staff coordinators has also
produced a PIF Monitoring Strategic Plan in
collaboration with colleagues on the PIF Monitoring
Working Group. PWRC has also made use of this
project to support International Migratory Bird Day
activities, publication of a comprehensive summary
of all the PIF Bird Conservation Plans, and special
initiatives of the PIF National Coordinator.

Management Implications:

PIF provides a unifying infrastructure for
management of migratory land birds in the United
States, Canada, and Mexico. PIF is also a major
participant in the North American Bird Conservation
Initiative (NABCI), which is the widely adopted
framework for implementation of conservation

actions for all species of North American birds.
USGS provides much of the scientific underpinnings
for PIF and NABCI through its research and
monitoring programs that address birds. Through the
emphases of this project, the USGS voice of science-
based management is clearly heard throughout the
PIF community.
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