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The Atlantic Seaduck Project is a collaborative study involving USGS, USFWS, Canadian Wildlife Service, Sea duck
Joint Venture, and state and provincial governments. Seaducks have become an important area of research due to the
influences of the degradation or destruction of habitat, and hunting pressure. Using net-gun and night-lighting capture
techniques, surf and black scoters were tracked using satellite telemetry between 2001-2003. From the results, staging,
breeding and molting habitats have been delineated and characterized. Research has been conducted on the seaduck’s
food habits in both Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Maritimes. Ducks shot by hunters, submitted for research, allow
both the gizzard and gullet contents to be studied. Species include: three species of scoter, and long-tailed duck.
Proportions of various food sources have been calculated and statistically analyzed. Additional research involves the
propagation and maintenance of a captive seaduck colony at Patuxent with research trials being conducted on surf and
white-winged scoter, scaup, and common eider. These experiments look at feeding performance in relation to
environmental factors. There are also plans to dive the ducks in indoor tanks, currently under construction. This
information will help in understanding the seaducks’ physiology and behavior.
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