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against the law," or words to that effect. We
measured, aged, sexed, and banded the
bunting with a unique color-band combina-
tion before releasing the bird into a Princeton,
Florida neighborhood, which supports a
small population of wintering Painted
Buntings. At the time of its release, the
bunting was in good condition, with no sign
of worn plumage, and all the nails were
sharp-tipped, indications that it had been
caught fairly recently. We observed this bird
three weeks later in the area where it had been

released. While only one Painted Bunting was
found for sale at a pet shop during our search,
we were told at several other pet shops that
they could get us a "mariposa" (the Cuban
name for the Painted Bunting) if we were
ready to buy. One shop owner said that adult
male Painted Buntings were selling for $55,
with females or subaduh males selling for $35
each. Adult male Indigo Buntings (P.cyanea)
were being sold for $45 each. We found In-
digo Buntings, all brown-plumaged, for sale at
one pet shop and at an open-air market. This
clearly indicates there is a black market for
Painted and Indigo Buntings in southeastern
Florida.

On 25 January 20M, we visited an open-air
gathering in southeastern Hialeah, where
birds (mainly finches) were shown; some
birds were for sale. This informal

event takes place every Sunday morn-
ing on the north side of Hialeah Drive
with its intersection with NE 9th

Coun. Cages with birds were dis-
played along both sides of NE 9th
Coun and in parking lots behind
nearby buildings. An estimated 50-60
people were present while we were
there, all men, and all Spanish-speak-
ing. One individual was selling birds
from the rear of a van. He kept the rear
door of the van closed except when
showing his birds to prospective buy-
ers or making a sale. However, he set
on the sidewalk next to his van a cage
that contained two adult male Painted

Buntings. Later, from across the street
we watched him sell the more brightly
plumaged male and another unidenti-
fied bird from out of the van. A second

individual in a spon utility vehicle
was showing his bird inventory using
a digital video camera.

Traps for catching small birds, iden-
tical or similar to the trap shown in
Figure I, were relatively easy to locate
in southeastern Florida. We found one

displayed at the open-air event in Figure1.ThisisatrapusedtoillegallycapturePaintedBuntingsandothersmallpasserinesinsouthernFlorida.Suchtrapsmay
Hialeah along with a much smaller bemass-manufacturedsomewhereintheUnitedStates.PhotographbyPaulW. Sykes,if.

trap made of hardware cloth. Traps such as
that shown in Figure 1 were found at three
pet stores visited: one shop had seven on dis-
play. and another had three. We were told
these traps sell for $75-85 each.

We later learned of a conversation in Span-
ish that was overheard at a large permanent
indoor £leamarket just east of Tampa in Hills-
borough County, Florida. A customer asked a
£lea market stall operator (who was selling
primarily birds, bird cages, and cage-bird sup-
plies) how she might purchase a "mariposa."
The response was that he had none at that 10-
cality. but could obtain one in several days.

In early March 20M, we turned over all the
information that we had collected in Florida to

the Division of Law Enforcement, U. S. Fish

and Wildlife Service at the Regional Office, At-
lanta, Georgia, and the field office at Miami,
Florida. On 29 August 2005, the U. S. Depan-
ment ofJustice, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency. and
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-

mission jointly announced the unsealing in
Miami of a twenty-one count indictment
charging six Miami-Dade County residents
with illegally dealing in protected species of
migratory birds. The six indicted were charged
with the unlawful sale and offering for sale of
Indigo and Painted Buntings, Blue Grosbeaks

(Guiraca caerulea), and Northern Cardinals

(Cardina/is cardina/is) between 24 October

2004 and 11 July 2005. According to state-

ments in coun, the charged individuals con-

ducted regular sales activities almost every

Sunday at an informal market on Hialeah
Drive. Undercover officers made direct pur-
chases of birds from the various defendants

during the months-long investigation, which

was dubbed Operation Bunting. Juries in Miami

found all six defendants guilty on the 21 counts

of unlawfully selling and offering for sale the four

species of songbirds listed above, in violation of

the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Title 16, United

States Code, Sections 703 and 707 (U.S. Depart-

mem of Justice Press Release, 3 Feb 2006;

<hnp://www.usdoj .gov/us20/£ls/060203-0 1.

htm!». Each of the 21 trafficking indictments is

punishable by up to two years in prison and a

$250,000 fine (U.S. Depanmem of Justice News

Release, 29 August 2005).

The six defendants appeared before three U.5-

District Court judges for sentencing between 12

January and 13 March 2006. Defendant No. 1 pled

guilty on one felony count and received one year of

supervised release, $100 special assessment, and
S648 in restitution to Florida Fish and Wildlife

Conservation Commission (FFWCC). Defendant

No. 2 pled guilty to three felony counts and re-

ceived one year probation for each count to run
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