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April 2003 
 
  
NATIONAL 
 
American Birding Association Sponsors Partners In Flight 2002 Awards 
 
The American Birding Association (ABA; http://www.americanbirding.org/) has 
again sponsored the Partners In Flight Awards program 
(http://www.partnersinflight.org/awards/).  Awards were presented by USFWS 
Director Steve Williams during the Director’s Reception at the North American 
Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference in Winston-Salem, NC, on 26 March 
2003.  Paul Baicich represented ABA and its Executive Director, Dr. Paul Green. 
 
The PIF Awards Committee, chaired by Rich Fischer, is pleased to announce the 
2002 awards. 
 
Leadership – Point Reyes Bird Observatory, California 
 
PRBO has been significantly involved in numerous avian conservation efforts 
across the State of California and more broadly in the West.  They spearheaded 
the collaborative development of 7 habitat conservation plans now in wide use by 
land managers in CA.  PRBO also has been instrumental in developing the 
Riparian Habitat Joint Venture that has spawned many riparian enhancement 
and avian conservation projects in the state. PRBO also helped organize and run 
the very successful 3rd International Partners in Flight Conference during 2002. 
 
Leadership – Ernesto Ruelas Inzunza 
 
In 1991, Sr. Ruelas helped launch the Veracruz River of Raptors conservation 
initiative with a goal of establishing the first standardized migration count and 
conservation initiative for migratory raptors and water birds ever conducted in 
Mexico.  The project records over 4 million migrants annually including nearly 
95% of the world’s populations of Mississippi Kites, Swainson’s Hawks and 
Broad-winged Hawks.  Through his efforts our understanding of population size 
and concentration of over 30 raptors and other species has been expanded 
greatly.   
 
Leadership – Megan Hill, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
 
Megan has coordinated the international component of the Park Flight Migratory 
Bird Program since 2000, including provision of technical assistance to projects 
in six Mesoamerican countries. Through her Guatemala-based work as Director 

http://www.partnersinflight.org
http://www.americanbirding.org/
http://www.partnersinflight.org/awards/
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of International Programs for NFWF, Megan is credited with creating, organizing, 
coordinating, and supporting the Partners in Flight – Mesoamerica Group.  She 
has played a pivotal role in expanding the vision of Partners in Flight throughout 
the Western Hemisphere. 
 
Leadership – Steve Wendt, Canadian Wildlife Service 
 
Steve has played a central role in Partners in Flight since its inception, and has 
served as the Chairman of PIF-Canada since 1993.  Steve initiated the funding 
mechanism by which PIF Canada’s National Working Group is maintained, which 
has led to the development of national level tools like the Framework for Landbird 
Conservation in Canada and the PIF Canada newsletter.  He has played similar 
roles in the waterfowl and shorebird communities, making him truly a force 
towards the NABCI goal of conserving all birds in all habitats. 
 
Stewardship – Missouri Department of Conservation, Natural History 

Division 
 
MDC Natural History staff have written numerous grants to raise funds for 
acquisition, management and monitoring in focal areas identified by the Missouri 
Grassland Coalition, and have worked closely with partners to restore or 
enhance habitat for prairie-chickens and other high priority grassland birds. 
They have conducted numerous workshops for both private landowners and 
government employees to improve knowledge of prairie and grassland habitat 
management for priority bird species. 
 
Stewardship – Terry Sharpe, North Carolina Wildlife Resources 

Commission 
 
Terry has dedicated much of his 20+ year career to promoting  conservation of 
early successional bird habitat.  He has diligently worked to improve and 
implement federal Farm Bill conservation programs on private lands. Terry 
played a large role in creating and implementing NC’s Cooperative Upland 
Habitat Restoration and Enhancement (or CURE) program, which focuses on 
restoration and management of early-successional habitat on a landscape scale.  
The CURE program has established management plans for habitat improvement 
on over 38,000 acres of public and private land. 
 
Investigations – Dr. Daniel Twedt, USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center 
  
Dr. Twedt has been instrumental in developing Bird Conservation Plans and 
conducting research that furthers our understanding of bird habitat relationships 
in the Mississippi Alluvial Valley. He has been instrumental in developing the 
biological models that relate bird populations to habitat objectives which have 
since become the foundation for many PIF bird plans.  Dan has used his 
extensive knowledge of GIS to assist the Lower Mississippi Valley JV in 
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developing a spatially-explicit decision support model to prioritize reforestation 
activities in the MAV. 
 
Investigations – Erica Dunn, Canadian Wildlife Service  
 
Erica Dunn was the first Canadian to actively contemplate the concept of priority 
setting.  Her landmark publication “Setting priorities for conservation, research 
and monitoring of Canada’s landbirds” in 1997 first developed an approach that 
included the concept of conservation responsibility. She also has been the 
Canadian leader in developing “landbird action sheets” that summarize the status 
and main conservation, research or monitoring needs of approximately 200 
species of landbirds in Canada. 
 
Public Awareness – Joni Ellis 
 
Joni Ellis initiated Optics for the Tropics in September 2001 to provide binoculars 
to ornithologists in the Caribbean and Latin America where equipment is lacking, 
and to provide an opportunity for partnerships to develop between people in 
North America and the Caribbean.  Joni’s ceaseless commitment and energy led 
to the acquisition of significant grant money not only for purchase of binoculars, 
but also field guides, tape recorders, scopes and other materials desperately 
needed by projects. 
 
Public Awareness – Susan Bonfield 
 
Susan has been the full-time coordinator for International Migratory Bird Day 
since 1999, responsible for annual promotion, product development, sales, 
budgeting, and coordination with partners. Sue designs and publishes a catalog 
of IMBD sale items that is used at hundreds of events, reaching hundreds of 
thousands of people each year.  Her efforts to provide useful and unique 
resources provide an outstanding source of educational material that otherwise 
may not be available. 
 
Watch the PIF web site and list serves for announcement of the 2003 awards 
process and deadlines. 
 
 
PIF North American Landbird Conservation Plan 
 
The second draft of the subject plan is now available for review in pdf format.  
While there are still some portions to be completed, we want to keep everyone in 
touch with progress.  A very significant addition to the plan has been made 
possible by our gaining permission from NatureServe 
(http://www.natureserve.org/) to use the new digital range maps for North 
American landbirds.  This has increased our analytical capabilities greatly and 
this draft includes 40 new maps portraying landbird priorities in various ways.  

http://www.natureserve.org/
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Our goal is to have a final printed plan of version 1.0 available for IAFWA in 
September.  Comments on the current draft are due on 25 April.  Contact me or 
anyone of the PIF Technical Committee for a copy.—Terry Rich 
(mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov)  
 
 
Partners In Flight Strategic Planning Session 
 
The Partners In Flight Strategic Plan, a companion document to the Continental 
Plan, outlines the functions that need to be carried out to advance PIF into the 
future.  On 24-25 March 2003, the PIF Management Steering Committee (MSC) 
met in Winston-Salem, NC, in a facilitated workshop to revisit, evaluate and 
revise, as needed, where PIF is headed.  In a series of breakouts and whole 
group discussions, the MSC discussed four topics: mission, objectives, 
organizational structure and priorities for PIF.  The latter were organized into two 
groups: 1) priorities for the next 3 years with current resources, and 2) priorities 
for 4-10 years with increased resources.  Draft priorities were identified through 
brainstorming sessions and voting.   
 
The results of these four discussion topics were then brought forward for further 
discussion at the IAFWA PIF Committee meeting, PIF Federal Committee 
meeting, and PIF Joint Steering Committee meeting for approval.  The final draft 
of the workshop results will be available in mid-April.  The next step will be to 
revise the Strategic Plan itself.  MSC members and workshop participants will 
automatically receive a copy of the workshop results.  If you are not in one of 
these groups but would like to obtain the report, contact Laurel Moore 
(mailto:lamoore@fs.fed.us), chair of the MSC. 
 
 
Editorial on Two Issues 
 
During our facilitated discussions, two issues emerged that I would like to 
address from my perspective. 
 
What is Partners In Flight? 
 
PIF is, and has always been a broad, voluntary partnership of any and all entities 
who want to work together to take actions on behalf of landbird conservation.  
PIF is not the Management Steering Committee or the Regional Coordinators or 
the National Coordinator or the Joint Steering Committee or any other committee 
or working group.  It is not a membership organization nor is it defined by any law 
or regulation.  PIF is simply the place where we work together, sharing our 
common interest in securing the future of landbirds in this hemisphere.  The 
original concept is nicely described in our foundation document, the Neotropical 
Migratory Bird Conservation Program, published in 1990 by the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation. 

mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov
mailto:lamoore@fs.fed.us
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What is Implementation? 
 
“Implementation” obviously means different things to different people even within 
the context of bird conservation.  Within PIF, implementation is the achievement 
of any objective.  This includes not only direct on-the-ground habitat work but 
also monitoring, research, outreach, education, training and any other activity 
that has been identified as needed, and the has been begun, pursued or 
completely achieved.  Whenever a PIF partner completes any action for landbird 
conservation, that is, by definition, part of PIF.—Terry Rich 
(mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov)    
 
    

Species Assessment in Mexico 
 
Species assessment in Mexico is proceeding at a rapid pace, thanks to members 
of the PIF Technical Committee and a very hard-working and knowledgeable 
group of Mexican ornithologists.  The SE Mexico Species Assessment Workshop 
was held the week of 20 January in Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas.  The participants 
included 3 ornithologists from the Yucatan (Paul Wood, Sophie Calme, and 
Barbara MacKinnon), 2 from the pacific coast of Chiapas (Fernando Gonzales 
and Patricia Gonzales), 2 from Veracruz (Octavio Cruz and Jorge Montejo), 2 
from Tabasco (Lourdes Trejo and Stefan Arriaga), 1 from interior Chiapas 
(Claudia Macias), as well as Humberto Berlanga, Eduardo Inigo, Hector Gomez, 
and myself (Arvind Panjabi).  The workshop was hosted by Conservation 
International who has a very successful shade coffee program around the El 
Triunfo Biosphere Reserve , among many other programs. 
  
The participants engaged in four long days of assessing threats, population 
trend, and area importance for each of the 603 species that breed in SE Mexico.  
I felt we were able to maintain consistency among species extremely well by 
placing species into broad categories of habitat specificity and sensitivity to 
disturbance, and this made assigning the numerical scores relatively easy and 
straightforward.  For further details on this exciting expansion of species 
assessment in the western hemisphere, contact Arvind Panjabi at Rocky 
Mountain Bird Observatory (mailto:arvind.panjabi@rmbo.org). 
 
    

Birds of Conservation Concern – List Available 
 
The BCC list is now available from the USFWS at 
http://migratorybirds.fws.gov/reports/bcc2002.pdf.  The Service uses the PIF 
Watch List and priority lists from the other bird initiatives in constructing the BCC 
list.  Certain other criteria, as defined by law and regulation, come into play.  So 
although the BCC and PIF lists may never be exactly the same, they are much 
more similar than ever before and we expect congruence to improve further with 
the next version, required by law in 5 years.—John L. Trapp 
(mailto:john_trapp@fws.gov) 

mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov
mailto:arvind.panjabi@rmbo.org
http://migratorybirds.fws.gov/reports/bcc2002.pdf
mailto:john_trapp@fws.gov
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Asilomar Proceedings 
 
Over 200 manuscripts have been submitted for publication in the proceedings of 
the Partners In Flight Asilomar conference.  We currently are reviewing all papers 
and obtaining additional peer review as necessary.  Many papers have been 
revised and are now in final form.  As in the conference itself, there is an 
excellent mix of topics, geography, species and approaches in the submitted 
papers.  We hope to have all papers finalized by early summer and will then 
proceed to publication.  Additional funds of about $20,000 are needed to produce 
the proceedings in hardcopy and on CD.  If you have any ideas for sources of 
this funding, please contact us.—Terry Rich (mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov) and C. 
J. Ralph (mailto:cjr2@humboldt.edu)  
 
 
Bird Conservation Workshop 2003 - Meeting Urgent Needs In Bird 
Conservation 
 
The subject workshop took place on 26-27 January 2003 in Washington, DC, 
with participation of all the bird initiatives and other participants.  Among the 
several goals of this workshop were: 

• To build widespread support in the bird conservation community for a 
short list of the most urgent needs, 

• To develop strategies for pursuing resource needs in Washington and at 
state and local levels, and 

• To gain realistic expectations of prospects and time frames for increasing 
resources for bird conservation. 

A final report will be distributed when available. 
 
 
Canon National Parks Science Scholars Program for the Americas 
 
The Canon National Parks Science Scholars Program announces its 2003 
competitions. The program is a collaboration among Canon U.S.A., Inc., the 
AAAS and the U.S. National Park Service. Thanks to a generous commitment by 
Canon U.S.A., Inc., the program will award eight US$78,000 scholarships to 
Ph.D. students throughout the Americas to conduct research critical to 
conserving the national parks of the region. 
 
Research projects in the biological, physical, social and cultural sciences are 
eligible, as well as projects in a new category – technology innovation in support 
of conservation science.  Applications must be received by 15 May 2003. For 
more information, please visit the website at 
http://www.nature.nps.gov/canonscholarships.  
 
 
 

mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov
mailto:cjr2@humboldt.edu
http://www.nature.nps.gov/canonscholarships
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Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act 
 
Proposals for Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act grants 
(http://birdhabitat.fws.gov) will be evaluated on 21 April 2003.  We have about 30 
from the U. S., 108 from Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) and 13 that are 
combination US/LAC.  A full report will be made available when the process is 
completed.—Doug Ryan (mailto:Doug_Ryan@fws.gov). 
 
 
North American Wetland Conservation Act - U. S. Standard Grant 
Instructions Now Available 
 
The 2003 U. S. Standard Grant instructions are now available on the NAWCA 
web site at http://birdhabitat.fws.gov.  Click on Wetlands Grants Program and 
then click on U.S. Standard Grants.  Next due date is 25 July 2003.— Bettina 
Sparrowe (mailto:bettina_sparrowe@fws.gov)  
 
 
Wildlife Links Grants 
 
This grant program (http://www.nfwf.org/programs/nfwfusga.htm) funds projects 
that address research or management priorities that also embody an 
environmental educational component on golf courses.  The overall goal of the 
program is to strengthen partnerships with the golfing industry by working 
together to enhance wildlife, fish and plants on golf courses.   Deadline – 1 June 
2003.—Tracy Andres (mailto:tracy.andres@nfwf.org)  
 
 
Migratory Bird Conservancy 
 
This relatively new partnership (http://www.conservebirds.org/grants) is funded 
by donations from birding businesses and their customers and matching funds 
provided by the NFWF.  Applicants are required to provide matching funds at a 
1:1 level.  This program funds projects that address conservation of priority bird 
habitat in the Western hemisphere and may include land acquisition, restoration, 
and improved habitat management.  Deadline – 1 June 2003. – Tracy Andres 
(mailto:tracy.andres@nfwf.org) 
 
 
Nature of Learning Start-Up Grants 
 
This is a new community-based environmental education initiative at the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation (http://www.nfwf.org).  Partners include the NFWF, 
FWS's National Wildlife Refuge System, the NCTC, The Keystone Center and 
NWR Association.  The goal is to start "The Nature of Learning" environmental 
educational program in the local area and use the National Wildlife Refuges to 
gain educational field experience for students.  Grants will be from $1 - 5K, and 

http://birdhabitat.fws.gov
mailto:Doug_Ryan@fws.gov
http://birdhabitat.fws.gov
mailto:bettina_sparrowe@fws.gov
http://www.nfwf.org/programs/nfwfusga.htm
mailto:tracy.andres@nfwf.org
http://www.conservebirds.org/grants
mailto:tracy.andres@nfwf.org
http://www.nfwf.org
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although matching funds are not required, leveraging of funding is encouraged.  
The program must involve a partnership among a local school, community group 
and a refuge.  Deadline – 30 June 2003. – Deborah McCrensky 
(mailto:Deborah_Mccrensky@fws.gov)  
 
 
Patagonia Small Grants 
 
Small grants from $3 - 8K are available for environmental projects that focus on 
root causes, build public involvement and are action-oriented.  They do not fund 
research, general environmental educational efforts or research. Focus is on 
funding local groups in addressing local environmental problems.  For details, 
see (http://www.patagonia.com/enviro/grants_app.shtml).  Deadline - 30 April 
2003. 
  
 
EPA Grant-Writing Tutorial 
 
This is an excellent source of information on how to develop a successful grant 
application.  It provides many tips on how to develop the application and provides 
examples of good, complete grant applications.  It is free for the downloading at: 
http://www.epa.gov/grtlakes/seahome/grants.html.  
 
 
American Birding Association – Programs for Young Birders 
 
The ABA is pleased to announce its 2003 schedule of education programs and 
events for young birders. We also welcome and encourage educators and group 
leaders to use these activities and resources in their classrooms. Please pass 
this information along to anyone who may be interested in participating in or 
making use of these programs. 
 
ABA/Leica Young Birders' Workshop in Costa Rica 
 
This special event has been designed with Holbrook Travel to maximize the 
birding educational experience for young birders.  It is being held 26 July – 2 
August 2003 in Costa Rica.  Register soon as the capacity is limited to 21 
participants. For more details and information please visit 
http://www.americanbirding.org/programs/ygbconf.htm. 
 
ABA Youth Scholarship Program 
 
The ABA continues to provide scholarship support to help young birders attend 
birding camps and conferences all across North America. In 2002 alone, we 
sponsored 16 young birders for a total of nearly $9000 to help them attend 
birding events in Colorado, Minnesota, Arizona, and Maine.  For information and 

mailto:Deborah_Mccrensky@fws.gov
http://www.patagonia.com/enviro/grants_app.shtml
http://www.epa.gov/grtlakes/seahome/grants.html
http://www.americanbirding.org/programs/ygbconf.htm


 Partners In Flight Newsletter – April 2003 – p.9 

details on how to apply, go to 
http://www.americanbirding.org/programs/eduscho.htm.  
 
ABA/Leica Young Birder of the Year Contest 
 
This annual contest runs from April through September and registrations will be 
accepted as late as 14 June 2003 this year. We have added a new module, bird 
photography, in addition to the original three modules (field notebook, illustration, 
and essay) for participants. Prizes include optics, bird books, and sponsorships. 
Visit http://www.americanbirding.org/programs/ygbcomp.htm.  
 
A Bird's-Eye View 
 
This ABA publication is written by young birders for young birders. Subscriptions 
for this bimonthly newsletter are only $6 per year and classroom rates are 
available with support from Swarovski Optik. BEV is a great way to learn about 
birds and other young birders. See 
http://www.americanbirding.org/publications/bevgen.htm.  
 
 
Kodak American Greenways Awards 
 
The Conservation Fund, Eastman Kodak Company and the National Geographic 
Society announced that they are now accepting applications for the 2003 Kodak 
American Greenways Awards Program.  Online applications for the awards 
program, which provide important seed money to stimulate greenway, blueway 
and trail planning and design, are due 1 June 2003.  See 
http://www.conservationfund.org or 
http://www.conservationfund.org/?article=2372.  
 
 

Institute For Bird Populations / NBII Bird Conservation Node 
 

The Institute for Bird Populations (IBP) has a new NBII / MAPS web site 
(http://www.birdpop.org/nbii/default.asp).  IBP is now a partner with the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) / Biological Resources Division (BRD) in the National 
Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII) web-based electronic information 
network. This has allowed IBP to make available on-line the annual reports of the 
MAPS (Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship) program. Through this 
web-based query interface MAPS data covering the period 1989-1998 and 
station information covering the period 1989-2000 are available online. 
Previously these data have been available only in IBP's peer-reviewed 
publication, Bird Populations. 
 
 
 

http://www.americanbirding.org/programs/eduscho.htm
http://www.americanbirding.org/programs/ygbcomp.htm
http://www.americanbirding.org/publications/bevgen.htm
http://www.conservationfund.org
http://www.conservationfund.org/?article=2372
http://www.birdpop.org/nbii/default.asp
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Boreal Partners in Flight and Yukon-Charley Inventory 
 
The 2002 Annual Report of Boreal Partners in Flight is now available from Steve 
Matsuoka (mailto:steve_matsuoka@fws.gov).   Also from up north, the Yukon-
Charley Rivers National Preserve recently completed the final report of their 
extensive Landbird Inventory.  Contact Doug Wilder 
(mailto:Doug_Wilder@nps.gov) for details on obtaining this report off their web 
site. 
 
 
Cats Indoors!  

Veterinarian Outreach Campaign 

Thanks to a grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, we are mailing 
to 11,400 small animal practice owners who are members of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA). Veterinarians will receive a cover letter, 
brochure, return envelope/order form, and a small 4-color poster to hang in their 
waiting or exam room. In addition, a full-page color ad will appear in the March 
15 issue of AVMA’s Journal. To help measure success of this outreach effort, a 
Web page has been designed for veterinarians to sign a pledge supporting 
keeping cats indoors at: http://www.abcbirds.org/vets. 

College Campus Campaign 

We also are launching a campaign to reach college students on how they can 
make their campus cat and wildlife friendly. A full-page ad will appear in the April 
issue of Conservation Biology, and an e-mail notice will be sent to hundreds of 
student environmenta l and animal welfare groups on the Internet. To help 
measure success of the student campaign, a special Web page will be 
advertised where students can sign a pledge of support and download campaign 
materials at: http://www.abcbirds.org/campus.  

For additional progress on the cat front, see the Cats Indoors! web page 
(http://www.abcbirds.org/cats/) or contact Linda Winter 
(mailto:lwinter@abcbirds.org)  
 
 
Migratory Bird Education Training Course 
 
The National Conservation Training Center (http://training.fws.gov/) is offering a 
course for educators and biologists interested in migratory bird education.  
Highlights will include practicing birding skills, how to teach birding activities that 
can be done with mist netting, and festival activities from Bridges to Birding.  
Instructors include Susan Bonfield, coordinator of International Migratory Bird 
Day (and 2002 PIF award winner); Minday LaBranche, program manager for the 
Cornell Lab Citizen Science Urban Studies projects; and Yaeko Bryner, an 

mailto:steve_matsuoka@fws.gov
mailto:Doug_Wilder@nps.gov
http://www.abcbirds.org/vets
http://www.abcbirds.org/campus
http://www.abcbirds.org/cats/
mailto:lwinter@abcbirds.org
http://training.fws.gov/
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elementary teacher who uses birds to teach all subjects the entire school year.  
For details, contact Hilary Chapman (mailto:hilary_chapman@fws.gov)  
 
 
PLJV Takes on Business Approach 
 
Implementing habitat projects and conducting biological planning may be some 
of the most important roles of joint ventures, but they are certainly not the only 
ones.  The Playa Lakes Joint Venture laid out the full scope of its responsibilities 
in the final draft of its new Master Plan at the PLJV board meeting 16 January in 
Denver.  Not to be confused with an implementation plan, the Master Plan is 
more like a business plan for bird conservation – covering communication, 
education and fundraising as well as conservation delivery and biological 
planning.  More detailed implementation and evaluation plans will be developed 
by the end of 2004.  The Plan is available for download via the PLJV web site 
(http://www.pljv.org/partners01.html). -- Debbie F. Slobe 
(mailto:debbie.slobe@pljv.org) 

 

PLJV Launches New Online Newsletter 
 
The Playa Post is a new, monthly e-newsletter of the Playa Lakes Joint Venture 
intended for bird conservation professionals, educators, resource managers and 
other interested individuals to provide information of PLJV happenings and 
conservation efforts in the Great Plains states. To subscribe to the Playa Post or 
to submit a news item to be considered for publication, contact PLJV 
Communications Team Leader Debbie F. Slobe (mailto:debbie.slobe@pljv.org) 
 
 
Florida Breeding Bird Atlas 
 
The Florida Breeding Bird Atlas, a collaborative study of Florida's birds, now is 
available to the public on the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission's (FWC) Web site at http://www.wildflorida.org/bba. The Breeding 
Bird Atlas (BBA) documents breeding distributions of all bird species in Florida 
between 1986 and 1991. The project was a joint effort between Audubon of 
Florida, the Florida Ornithological Society and the FWC. This is the first time that 
BBA data have become widely available to the public..—Karl Miller 
(mailto:Karl.Miller@fwc.state.fl.us)  
 
 
2003 International Shorebird Survey 
 
We are in the process of soliciting cooperators for the 2003 International 
Shorebird Survey.  ISS data have been used in a number of ways.  For example, 
they were an important resource in developing the National Shorebird 

mailto:hilary_chapman@fws.gov
http://www.pljv.org/partners01.html
mailto:debbie.slobe@pljv.org
mailto:debbie.slobe@pljv.org
http://www.wildflorida.org/bba
mailto:Karl.Miller@fwc.state.fl.us
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Conservation plan.  They also have been used for evaluating population trend 
change among shorebird species (though the project was not originally designed 
for doing this), and (currently underway) for evaluating the role  of wildlife refuges 
as shorebird migration habitat.  For more information visit 
http://www.manomet.org or contact me directly. – Brian Harrington 
(mailto:bharr@manomet.org)  
 
Willow Flycatcher Assessment Available 
 
The Conservation Assessment of the Willow Flycatcher in the Sierra Nevada by 
Gregory A. Green, Helen L. Bombay, and Michael L. Morrison is now available.  
Contact John Robinson (mailto:jrobinson02@fs.fed.us) for a pdf version. 
 
 
Winged Migration – Academy Award Nominated Film 
 
This film is an Academy Award Nominee for Best Documentary Feature that 
looks like it will have some amazing footage on bird migration.  The web site 
alone (http://www.sonyclassics.com/wingedmigration/home.html) is worth several 
minutes of your time.  The film will have a limited release beginning  on 18 April.  
 
 
MEETINGS 
 
Important Bird Areas Conference 
 
Audubon will be hosting the Third Important Bird Areas Conference from 23-26 
April 2003 at the Sand Castle Resort and Conference Center in Port Aransas, 
Texas.  The meeting will bring together IBA Coordinators and partners from 
throughout the U. S.  Central themes of the meeting will include 1) discussion of 
critical information needed to assure a solid foundation for IBA identification, 2) 
the development of monitoring projects for IBAs, and 3) the development of 
conservation plans within and among IBAs.  For general conference objectives 
and details on registering for the meeting , see: 
http://www.audubon.org/bird/iba/conference.html. – John P. Cecil 
(mailto:jcecil@audubon.org)  
 
 
Next National Partners In Flight Meetings 
 
The Partners In Flight Management Steering Committee will meet on 8-9 
September 2003 at a site (TBA) near Madison, WI.  As usual, our meetings will 
precede the annual conference of the International Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies (http://www.iafwa.org/page2.htm) which will be held in Madison 
on 10-13 September.  When you can get beer, cheese and Aldo Leopold in one 
stop, why go anywhere else??—Terry Rich (mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov)  

http://www.manomet.org
mailto:bharr@manomet.org
mailto:jrobinson02@fs.fed.us
http://www.sonyclassics.com/wingedmigration/home.html
http://www.audubon.org/bird/iba/conference.html
mailto:jcecil@audubon.org
http://www.iafwa.org/page2.htm
mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov
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75th Annual Meeting of the Cooper Ornithological Society 
 
The Cooper Ornithological Society will hold its 75th Annual Meeting from 30 April 
through 3 May 2003 in Flagstaff, AZ at the duBois Conference Center.  In 
additional to regular paper sessions and social activities, there will be 
symposia/workshops on Ecology and Management of the Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 
Shrubland Bird Ecology and Conservation, and Estimating Avian Abundance.  
See the Annual Meeting link at the web site (http://www.cooper.org/) for all 
details. 
 
27th Annual Meeting of the Waterbird Society 
 
The 2003 Waterbird Society Meeting will be held in Cuiabá, the capital of the 
state of Mato Grosso, Brazil, on 24-27 September 2003.  Cuiabá is a modern city 
of over a million people situated between two unique natural preserves: the 
Pantanal and Chapada dos Guimarães.  The Pantanal, the largest freshwater 
wetland in the world, boasts the highest abundance of animal life on the 
continent, and is home to over 700 species of birds, 64 species of mammals, and 
405 species of fishes.  Wading bird colonies are a common attraction throughout 
the wetland while patches of upland vegetation provide habitat for high densities 
of landbirds.  The dates for this meeting have been coordinated with the VII 
Neotropical Ornithological Congress (see next).  We have left approximately 10 
days between the two conferences to allow for travel.  For details, see 
http://www.mp2-pwrc.usgs.gov/cws/annual_meeting.htm.  
 
The VIIth Neotropical Ornithological Congress 
 
The 7th NOC will take place in Puerto Varas, Chile , 5-11 October 2003.   Puerto 
Varas is 10 km N of Puerto Montt, an easy to reach, economical, and well-known 
travel destination in the beautiful Lake District of Chile. The Puerto Varas 
Conference Center, perched on a hill overlooking Lake Llanquihue and the 
Volcano Osorno, is only an 800-meter walk from downtown Puerto Varas.  A 
variety of pre- and post-conference tours throughout Chile, including Easter 
Island and Patagonia, will be offered. The scientific program will include plenary 
lectures, concurrent symposia sessions, oral papers, poster sessions, and round-
table discussions.  English and Spanish will be the working languages of the 
Congress and simultaneous translation will be offered.  
 
The U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Oceans and International 
Environmental and Scientific Affairs is convening a meeting of representatives 
from the governments of the Western Hemisphere countries to promote 
international cooperation and develop a plan of action to protect migratory 
species in the Americas.  The meeting will be held on Monday and Tuesday and 
then the participants will join the NOC for the remainder of the Congress. We 
hope that all Congress participants will take this opportunity to discuss Western 
hemisphere bird conservation with our special guests. 

http://www.cooper.org/
http://www.mp2-pwrc.usgs.gov/cws/annual_meeting.htm
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The deadline for abstracts and other submissions is 30 June 2003.   For 
more information, see http://www.nocchile.cl.   Circulars will be mailed to NOS 
members in mid-April. 
 
 
2003 Land Conservation Leadership Program 
 
The Land Trust Alliance and The Conservation Fund announce the following 
courses as part of the 2003 Land Conservation Leadership Program: 
 
"Conservation Options: The Land Protection Toolbox" - June 8-11, Asilomar 
Conference Grounds, Pacific Grove, CA 
 
"Conservation Easement Stewardship" - June 22-25, Hostelling International, 
Chicago, IL 
 
"Conserving Land with Conservation Easements" - September 21-24, Aqueduct 
Conference Center, Chapel Hill, NC 
 
Complete information about all three courses, including the registration and 
scholarship forms, is available on LTA's Web site at 
http://www.lta.org/training/lclp.htm. -- Emily Farwig (mailto:efarwig@lta.org)  
 
 
Other Meetings 
 
See meetings listed in the Ornithological Newsletter 
(http://birds.cornell.edu/OSNA/ornnewsl.htm).  
 
 
NEWS OF PEOPLE  
 
New Coordinator for New Mexico Partners In Flight 
 
Scott Norris has taken the reins as the New Mexico Partners in Flight 
Coordinator.  Scott comes to us as a free-lance science writer with a strong 
research background.  He has an interest in translating scientific material for a 
variety of audiences.  Scott has a masters degree in both biology and 
anthropology, and has worked with UNM's Center for Wildlife Law and written for 
USGS.  Scott has some great ideas for continuing the work of New Mexico 
Partners in Flight and expanding our outreach efforts.  I look forward to seeing 
NM PIF surge forward under his coordination.  Scott's current e-mail address is 
snorris@swcp.com. -- Christopher Rustay (mailto:chrustay@aol.com)  
 
 

http://www.nocchile.cl
http://www.lta.org/training/lclp.htm
mailto:efarwig@lta.org
http://birds.cornell.edu/OSNA/ornnewsl.htm
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David Klute Moves to Colorado Division of Wildlife 
 
David has left the USFWS Regional Office in Denver to work in the Species 
Conservation section of the Colorado Division of Wildlife as the All-bird 
Conservation Coordinator.  It is a newly-created position so specific duties will be 
evolving.  However, he will be leading the Division of Wildlife's efforts to plan for 
and implement comprehensive bird conservation in the state, working closely 
with Joint Venture and BCR coordinators, Colorado Partners in Flight, and the 
other bird conservation initiatives.   David can be reached at 
mailto:David.Klute@state.co.us. 
  
 
Martha Isabel Ruiz Corzo (Pati) Receives SCB Award 
 
The fine work at the Sierra Gorda Biosphere Reserve in Queretaro, Mexico 
continues to be recognized.  In the last newsletter, we covered Pati’s Rolex 
award and now she has been recognized by the Society for Conservation Biology 
(SCB).  Every year SCB presents its Distinguished Service Awards for 
outstanding contributions to conservation biology. Recipients are nominated by 
the SCB membership through the Awards Committee and are selected by the 
Board of Governors.  
 
This award is being presented for Social, Economic, and Political Work to 
Martha Isabel Ruiz Corzo.  The brief version of the citation reads: 
 
“In 1997, Martha Isabel Ruiz Corzo was designated the Federal Director of the 
Sierra Gorda Biosphere Reserve, the second most populated Reserve and the 
only natural protected area in Mexico championed by local society. As the local 
grassroots leader of the movement to protect the 32% of Querétaro State, Ruiz 
was the natural choice of former President Zedillo for this post.  Her efforts have 
led to recognition of the Sierra Gorda Reserve as a national model for the 
establishment, maintenance, and promotion of Natural Protected Areas.” 
 
These awards will be presented at the 2003 meeting in Duluth 
(http://www.d.umn.edu/ce/conferences/scb2003/).  To our very good friends in 
the Sierra Gorda we add our heartfelt congratulations! 
 
 
Jim Corven Stepping Down as WHSRN Director 

Jim Corven, one of the chief contributors to the recent development of the 
Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network and one of shorebirds' primary 
boosters, has decided to move on to other things.  Before coming to Manomet as 
WHSRN Director, Jim spent 17 years in Latin America and the Caribbean 
working on a variety of habitat and wildlife conservation issues.  On behalf of the 
WHSRN, shorebird and Manomet communities, we extend to Jim our 

mailto:David.Klute@state.co.us
http://www.d.umn.edu/ce/conferences/scb2003/
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appreciation for his contributions to WHSRN and for his work on the many 
projects within WHSRN which he has helped to launch and deliver. 

Presently, the WHSRN program is beginning a strategic review, to refine its 
mission and shape its next 5-10 years of activities, in recognition of the many 
new shorebird initiatives now underway that didn't exist at WHSRN's founding in 
1986.  We look forward to soliciting the ideas of the WHSRN community and 
other shorebird colleagues in this process in the coming months.   

Heidi Luquer Part-time WHSRN Coordinator 

During this transition, we are delighted to report that Heidi Luquer is working part-
time as WHSRN Coordinator.  Heidi has been involved with WHSRN in various 
roles over the last decade, most recently as Outreach and Communications 
Coordinator and is well-known to the WHSRN Community.  She can be reached 
at mailto:HLuquer@manomet.org. 
 
 
Tom Will Acting Midwest Regional Coordinator 
 
We are very pleased that Tom Will, with the support of Region 3 of the USFWS, 
will be able to take over some of the duties of the PIF Midwest Regional 
Coordinator, a position previously occupied by Greg Butcher and Jane 
Fitzgerald.  Tom already has provided substantial contributions to the last several 
Management Steering Committee meetings, the PIF North American Landbird 
Conservation Plan, species assessment and the PIF Technical Committee.  Due 
to the boundaries of Region 3, Tom will be able to work directly with MN, WI, IA, 
MO, IL, IN, MI and OH.  The Great Plains states (ND, SD, NE, KS) are in Region 
6.  We look forward to the benefits of Tom’s increased involvement.  Tom can be 
reached at mailto:Tom_Will@fws.gov. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The next newsletter will be issued on 1 July 2003.  Items are due 15 June 2003 
to Terry Rich (mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov) by e-mail only.  Please put “Newsletter 
Item” in the subject line. 
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