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Partners in Flight Awards

The 2005 PIF awards were presented at the USFWS Director’'s Reception at the
North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference in Columbus, OH on
23 March 2006. The awards continue to be generously sponsored by the
American Birding Association (http://www.americanbirding.org/). — Rich Fischer,
Chair, PIF Awards Committee (Richard.A.Fischer@erdc.usace.army.mil)

Chandler S. Robbins - First PIF Lifetime Achievement Award

Few scientists have had such a profound influence on natural resource
conservation as Dr. Chandler S. Robbins has had on conservation of migratory
birds in the Western Hemisphere. Chan spent an amazing 60 years as a
research biologist with the USGS, and made many significant and influential
contributions to ornithology. His initiation of the American Breeding Bird Survey,
and his work documenting the scientific evidence of the effects of forest
fragmentation on neotropical bird populations finally gave non-game bird
conservation a solid footing alongside game bird management. Both State and
Federal agencies began including non-game bird conservation on their agendas.
In short, his work is what it prompted Federal, State, and private interests into
mobilizing the “Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Program,” an entity very
quickly renamed, “Partners in Flight.”

Jack Capp - Leadership

Jack Capp spent 38 years with the USDA Forest Service. While working in a
number of key regional and national leadership roles, Jack made significant
contributions to wildlife conservation in the Forest Service. In 1999, Jack moved
to Washington DC, from Alaska where he was the Regional Director of Wildlife,
Fisheries, Watershed and Ecology, to become the Special Assistant to the
Director of International Programs. In this position, Jack developed the Forest
Service’s international bird conservation program, the Forest Service’s Wings
Across the Americas Program, and co-chaired the Federal Agency
Subcommittee of the North American Bird Conservation Initiative. Over the
years, Jack developed many national and international conservation partnerships
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and won the Forest Service National Lloyd Swift Sr. Award, and the Forest
Service Global Stewardship Award.

Carol Beidleman — Leadership

Carol has participated in PIF since 1993. In 1995 she became State Chair of
Colorado PIF, served as Chair of the PIF Implementation Committee from 2002-
2003, and as Vice Chair for the PIF Federal Agency Committee 2003-2005.
Carol is currently Co-Chair of the PIF International Working Group, and in this
role she has contributed to promoting PIF in Central and South America. Since
2000, Carol has been Park Flight Migratory Bird Program Coordinator for the
National Park Service (http://www.nps.gov/oia/topics/flight.ntm) and has
significantly helped to engage the agency’s Washington Office and national parks
across the country in PIF activities. In 2002, Carol received the National Park
Partnership Director's Award, and in 2004 the Secretary’s Four C’'s Award from
Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton.

Cecilia Riley - Leadership

A native Texan, biologist and avid bird watcher, Cecilia has committed her life's
work to avian research and natural history in both North America and Latin
America. Currently, Cecilia's professional efforts focus on the conservation
issues associated with the protection of migratory landbirds and stopover habitat
in the ecologically important Gulf of Mexico region. In addition to her Gulf Coast
Bird Observatory (http://www.gcbo.org/) duties, Cecilia serves on the Board of
the Gulf Coast Joint Venture and is Vice President of the Association of Field
Ornithologists.

Deborah Finch — Investigations

Deborah Finch has been a research wildlife biologist with the USDA Forest
Service, Rocky Mountain Research Station (http://www.fs.fed.us/rm/albug/) since
1978. Over the years, Deborah'’s research has focused on avian reproductive
ecology and habitat relationships; ecosystem restoration; riparian and grassland
ecology and health; invasive and exotic plants; plant community ecology; and
threatened, endangered and sensitive species. Currently, Deborah leads two
interdisciplinary programs of research known as “Middle Rio Grande Ecosystem
Management” Unit, and “Southwestern Grasslands and Riparian Ecosystems”
unit.

Kenneth F. Ribbeck — Stewardship

Kenneth Ribbeck works as a Biologist Programs Manager for the Wildlife
Division/Forestry Section for Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
(http://www.wif.state.la.us/). He has taken a leadership role in developing
innovative techniques of forest restoration and management throughout the
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state, with responsibility for management of the forest/wildlife resources on
approximately 462,000 acres of Department owned properties. Kenny has been
at the forefront of transforming forest management from a detriment to wildlife to
a mechanism for enhancement of avian habitat. As leader of the forestry
division, Kenneth worked on the Governor’s Advisory Panel on Coastal Forest
Conservation and Use and the Ivory-billed Woodpecker Recovery Team (co-
chair of the Habitat Working Group).

Don and Lillian Stokes — Public Awareness

Known as “America’s First Family of Birding”, Don and Lillian Stokes have been
among the most trusted authorities and educators of birding information for more
than 25 years. Don and Lillian are leading television personalities as well as
best-selling birding authors (http://www.stokesbirdsathome.com/). Their 32 field
guides and nature books, including the best-selling Stokes Field Guide to Birds,
have sold more than 4.5 million copies. Their mission has always been to
promote an appreciation, understanding, and desire to conserve birds by
reaching a wide public audience.

Lena Gallitano and Kevin O’Kane — Award Winners in North Carolina

Lena Gallitano of Wake Audubon and Kevin O’Kane of Weyerhaeuser Company
have both been honored with North Carolina’s Wildlife Federation Governor
Award, for their outstanding efforts for bird conservation in North Carolina. Over
the past few years, Lena has been working hard on the NC Birding Trail Initiative,
and Kevin has been active in NC bird conservation with NC Partners in Flight
(http://faculty.ncwc.edu/mbrooks/pif/). — Mark Johns (johnsme@mindspring.com)

IMBD 2006 — The Boreal Forest

Be sure to order products and plan events for IMBD (http://www.birdday.org/) —
it's fast approaching. | also want to update you on progress on several fronts.

1. Record number of IMBD events on the Explorer's Map. Please check it
out at http://www.birdig.com/journey/index.html.

2. From April 1- 6 alone, the number of requests for materials almost
tripled from last year. Requests in February were up by about 10%, March was
about the same as 2005. On average, | am receiving 10 requests each day.

3. We will run out of posters and are trying to determine if, for the first
time, we need to do a second printing to make it through the season.

4. Our Canadian Partners are planning an event on May 10 on Parliament
Hill. We would love to have any other sponsors join us, if possible.
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5. The IMBD 2006 Press Kit and other materials are available on the
birdday.org website. All have been well-received by festival organizers. New
materials continue to be added.

6. Posters were shipped to Canada. Getting them in the country proved
to be more challenging than expected.

7. A Congressional Bird Walk will be held on May 8 in Washington D.C.
with Kenn Kauffman along as guide. Many thanks to Ellen Paul for organizing
this event again.

Please let me know if you have any questions, thoughts, or ideas. Your
support is greatly appreciated! - Susan Bonfield Sbonfield@aol.com

Asilomar Proceedings Published

We are pleased to announce the publication of the Asilomar proceedings — “Bird
Conservation Implementation and Integration in the Americas: Proceedings of
the Third International Partners in Flight Conference,” edited by C. John Ralph
and Terrell D. Rich. This 2-volume publication covers a broad array of subjects,
including management planning, conservation, educational outreach programs,
ornithological research, research methodologies, along with the some of the
newest technologies for research and dissemination of information.

Hard copies have been distributed to authors, conference participants, and
conference sponsors. The proceedings are now available in hard copy and CD
from Richard Schneider, Rocky Mountain Research Station, 240 West Prospect
Road, Fort Collins, CO 80526-2098 or (rschneider@fs.fed.us), and pdf files can
be downloaded from (http://www.fs.fed.us/psw/publications/gtrs.shtml). — C.
John Ralph (cralph@fs.fed.us) and Terry Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov)

Making Connections for Bird Conservation

The PIF Science Committee has produced the latest publication under the PIF
Technical Series, entitled "Making Connections for Bird Conservation: Linking
States, Provinces & Territories to Important Wintering and Breeding Grounds". In
this document we use maps to summarize migratory connections between
individual U.S. states, Canadian provinces and territories, and the regions that
support the same birds at the other end of migration.

The document is composed of several parts — the text of the document, maps of
migratory connections for each state, province and territory, and a series of
appendices. With this publication in hand, land managers and decision-makers
can explore partnerships and mechanisms that would help further conservation
action outside their borders. This document is on the PIF website home page
(http://www.partnersinflight.org). We do not plan to print the full document but
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rather suggest that users download the text and the particular maps of interest to
them. — Ken Rosenberg (kvr2@cornell.edu)

Mesoamerican PIF Working Group - Support Sought

The Mesoamerican PIF Working Group will meet in October during the North
American Ornithological Conference (http://www.naoc2006.org/en/default.htm) in
Veracruz, Mexico for a day-long workshop and to present a symposium on
Mesoamerican issues. We are currently seeking funds to ensure that all Meso
PIF country representatives can attend this important conference. In addition to
the workshop and symposium, this will be a superb chance to build the network
of people interested in conservation of Mesoamerican habitats. Please contact
Terry Rich if you have funds or ideas for funds. | will send you a budget and a
list of country reps. — Terry Rich (terry _rich@fws.gov)

Population Estimates Database

For its next big project, the PIF Science Committee will be working to create a
population estimates database that can be accessed via our web site, much as
the current species assessment database is. This will require creating a new
database structure and moving detailed information from current locations in
Excel spreadsheets. More importantly, we will be seeking review of current
adjustment factors, e.g., pair and distance corrections, seeking independent
estimates of population sizes at various geographic scales, and addressing
issues raised in the peer review of our process (review will appear in the April
2006 issue of The Auk).

If you would like to become more engaged in this process, start by reading the
Asilomar proceedings paper, “Setting Numerical Population Objectives for
Priority Landbird Species” (Rosenberg and Blancher 2005), and Appendix B to
the North American Landbird Conservation Plan (Rich et al. 2004). Both papers
are on the PIF web site. Then watch the listservs for various notices on our
progress. For example, a request on this topic went out from Bob Altman earlier
this week. — Terry Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov)

Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp

At its recent meeting, the PIF Implementation Committee voted unanimously to
adopt a resolution to help educate birders and PIF partners about the value of
the Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp. Sales of this stamp has
helped to raise over $670 million for habitat security since the 1930s. Current
sales of stamps contribute approximately $1.7 million per year to protect and
restore habitat for many wetlands-dependent. More basic information is
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available at www.fws.gov/duckstamps. There is now a listserv that you are
invited to join. The bottom line is that we want everyone who carries binoculars
to also carry a Migratory Bird Stamp. For more information, contact

Paul J. Baicich (paul.baicich@verizon.net).

Avian Influenza: Information for Ornithologists and Bird Banders

The Ornithological Council has published a peer-reviewed fact sheet on the
implications of avian influenza for ornithologists, bird banders, rehabbers, and
others who handle live birds. This and other information on avian influenza, can
be found at (http://www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET/OC/avianinfluenza.html). —Ellen
Paul (ellen.paul@verizon.net)

Editors Note: Avian Influenza was on the agenda for every bird committee
meeting at the North American. Because this is a rapidly changing arena, we
have been advised to rely on the National Wildlife Health Center
(http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/) for the latest information. This site is updated
several times each day.

PIF Web Site Updated Again

PIF continues to role out new products at an impressive pace. Thanks to Janet
Ruth and Lois Loges at USGS, we have also been able to get these products
and other information up on our web site in a very timely fashion. Most recently,
they adjusted our home page to feature 6 major items, rather than just 4, in the
graphics boxes. This alllows us to present more information in a visual way and
relieves text clutter. Many, many other improvements have been made over the
last several months. Thank you Janet, Lois, and USGS! — Terry Rich

North American Grassland Priority Conservation Areas

Prepared by the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, this report identifies
55 grasslands priority conservation areas (GPCASs) that represent the most
pressing conservation priorities across Canada, Mexico and the United States.
The GPCAs consist of short, mixed and desert grasslands and are among the
most threatened ecosystems on the North American continent and in the world.
Information from gap analyses, knowledge from 36 grassland ecosystem experts,
and consideration of the significance of an area to 20 key grassland bird and
mammal species formed the basis of the GPCA selection process. The report’s
summary is available in English, French and Spanish; the full report is available
to review or download in English from:
(http://www.cec.org/pubs_docs/documents/index.cfm?varlan=english&ID=1745)
(http://nature.org/initiatives/programs/birds/)
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Sage-grouse Habitat Restoration Symposium Proceedings

This proceeding's contains 14 papers which summarize current knowledge and
research gaps in sagebrush taxonomy and ecology, seasonal sage-grouse
habitat requirements, approaches to community and landscape restoration, and
currently available plant materials and revegetation technology to provide a basis
for designing and implementing effective management prescriptions. All 14
papers in this proceeding make an excellent contribution to the much needed
knowledge base about sagebrush and sage-grouse conservation. You may view
and download this publication (USDA FS-RMRS-P-83) from
(http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/21432).

Canada Warbler Guidelines for Northeastern Forests

In 2001, biologists from the Vermont Institute of Natural Science along with
collaborators from Salve Regina University and Plymouth State University
teamed up to study Canada Warbler breeding ecology. The results of their
studies are now compiled into a technical report entitled “Canada Warbler:
Population Status, Habitat Requirements, and Stewardship Guidelines for
Northeastern Forests.” This report useful provides information about Canada
Warbler habitat selection, and breaks stewardship guidelines into two categories:
Land Protection Priorities and Forest Management Strategies. Within these
categories are a number of specific habitat management guidelines that can be
used to help stabilize declining Canada Warbler populations. Their use is
recommended for land trusts, private landowners, foresters, and managers with
natural resource agencies.

In addition to the technical report the authors also issued a tri-fold color brochure
entitled “Conserving Canada Warbler Habitat: Practical Guidelines for Stewards
of the Northern Forest.” The brochure summarizes the study results and
management recommendations. Both the report and brochure are well worth
having for those working with Canada Warblers and their habitat. You may
download both at (http://www.vinsweb.org/cbd/CAWAresearch.html). — Daniel
Lambert, (dlambert@vinsweb.org)

Updated Planning Guide from the Playa Lakes Joint Venture

In January, 2005 the Playa Lakes Joint Ventures (PLJV) issued an updated
version of the PLJV Implementation Planning Guide. This updated version more
fully describes the process by which all bird conservation can be achieved using
spatially explicit models that link habitat and species population objectives. The
authors point out that this document is not a “plan” rather it is a guide to the PLJV
planning process; the goal of which is to design a landscape with the best
available information that supports birds at desired population levels.
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Generally, the PLJV planning process involves determining priority species,
stepping down continental population objectives to smaller geographic regions
(PLJV, BCRs and state portions of BCRs), assessing capacity of the current
landscape to support population objectives, and determining additional habitat
conservation efforts needed. The process involves many steps with iterative
feedback being crucial to long-term success. One of the new features of the
planning process includes a habitat modeling tool, the HABS database, which
allows users to compare carrying capacity to stepped-down national objectives to
determine where and what kind of habitat work needs to be done.

To view and download the PLJV planning process, visit:
(http://www.nebraskabirds.org/Library/PLIJV%20HABS%20model%20description.
pdf). — Mike Carter (mike.carter@pljv.orq)

Prairie Pothole Joint Venture Implementation Plan

The Prairie Pothole Joint Venture (PPJV) Implementation Plan provides a road
map for integrating the conservation of all migratory birds. The PPJV
implementation plan process involves stepping down the objectives of the four,
international “species groups” plans for waterfowl, shorebirds, waterbirds, and
landbirds as they apply to the PPJV. Population and habitat trends, coupled with
knowledge of how species respond to landscape change, will then be used to
build a biological foundation and set quantifiable goals.

Focal species will be selected to represent groups of birds of special interest, and
associated threats and limiting factors will be identified. Conservation actions
and treatments will be proposed, and models will be developed that depict where
to implement management activities. Monitoring and evaluation will be used to
measure performance and provide feedback to improve management. Download
the plan at: (http://www.ppjv.org/pdf/Partl Foundation.pdf).

Magpie Monitors (Bicycle Biologists) Program

The Magpie Monitors are a dedicated group of scientists and citizens working to
develop a much needed knowledge base about the relationship between Yellow-
billed Magpie populations and West Nile Virus. On December 15, 2005, a
workshop was held at the University of California, Davis to discuss the impact of
West Nile Virus on Yellow-billed Magpies. One goal of the workshop was agree
on the issues, and make recommendations on what actions can be taken to
benefit the species. The Magpie Monitor Bicycle Bird Biologist program was one
of the few monitoring efforts identified specific to Yellow-billed Magpies. For
details on this novel monitoring program, please visit our website at
(www.magpiemonitor.org). — Kim Kreitinger, (kkreitinger@rmbo.org)

Partners in Flight Newsletter — April 2006 — p.8


http://www.nebraskabirds.org/Library/PLJV%20HABS%20model%20description.pdf
http://www.nebraskabirds.org/Library/PLJV%20HABS%20model%20description.pdf
mailto:mike.carter@pljv.org
http://www.ppjv.org/pdf/Part1_Foundation.pdf

The 2005 Tricolored Blackbird Survey

This survey, undertaken in two periods, April 22-24 and June 3-5, was the most
comprehensive survey of Tricolored Blackbirds ever executed. The results have
contributed significantly to the understanding of the distribution and ecology of
the species, and hence to Tricolored Blackbird conservation. In 2005, nearly 200
observers contributed 269 reports of colonies and flocks from around the state.
Full results of the 2005 survey will soon be available. For more information, see
(http://www.tricoloredsurvey.com/). — Mike Green (michael _green@fws.gov)

U.S. Postal Stamps to "Save our Songbirds" and "Stamp out Extinction”

The American Bird Conservancy (ABC, www.abcbirds.org) announces the first
U.S. charity postage stamps to support wildlife conservation. The new stamps
feature illustrations of the Cerulean Warbler and Ivory-billed Woodpecker. Each
stamp carries a face value of 39 cents and they can be used for regular U.S.
postage. The stamps are available through the ABC web site at
(www.abcbirds.org), and are being distributed by (Zazzle.com). Twenty-seven
percent of the net proceeds from all stamp sales ordered through ABC’s web site
will contribute directly to bird and habitat conservation programs, including land
purchase in the Saltillo Savanna region of Mexico to protect the Worthen's
Sparrow and key migratory bird species. — Gavin Shire, (gshire@abcbirds.orq)
and Mike Parr (mparr@abcbirds.org)

Shade Grown Coffee: An Exceptional Film

The issue of shade-grown and sustainable coffee is a fundamental one for those
concerned with bird conservation, since shade-grown coffee farms have been
shown to support a robust variety of bird species (including many Neotropical
migrants) in large parts of Latin America and the Caribbean. Last month, an
engaging new documentary film premiered, entitled "Birdsong & Coffee: A Wake-
Up Call." This two-part documentary specifically endorses fair trade, shade-
grown, organic, and bird-compatible coffee. The video features experts and
students, coffee and bird enthusiasts, coffee farmers, and coffee workers. DVD
and VHS versions of the film are available through Old Dog Documentaries:
(http://www.olddogdocumentaries.com/vid_bsc.html).

Conservation Design: What does it mean?

“Conservation Design” is being used a lot these days by PIF (see
http://www.partnersinflight.org/pubs/ts/01-FiveElements.pdf). The January 2006
issue of the All Bird Bulletin, has provided a description of the “meaning” of
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Conservation Design that you may find useful. The January issue of the All Bird
Bulletin can be viewed at (www.nabci-us.org/aboutnabci/bulletin106.pdf).

Intermountain West Coordinated Bird Monitoring (IWCBM) and Website

The goal of the IWCBM program is to facilitate comprehensive bird monitoring
across the Intermountain West. There is now a website where you can learn
about IWCBM plans to initiate monitoring for owls and nightjars, develop one or
more collaborative projects to address specific management issues at a regional
or west-wide scale, and collect data from existing monitoring efforts (e.g., BBS,
Nevada Bird Count, Christmas Counts). With datasets contributed by federal
and state agencies, IWCBM program plans to provide standardized data tables
and filtering tools that will permit users to extract and analyze any subset of data
they wish.

Although the IWCBM website is still under development, the IWCBM planning
document is available to view and download. For additional information, please
visit (http://iwcbm.dev3.fsr.com); it will be moving to this permanent location in
the near future at http://greatbasin.nbii.gov/iwcbm/. — Ann Manning
(iwbirds@gmail.com)

National Park Service Planning, Environment and Public Comment

At any given time, the NPS is working on dozens of long-term plans for the
development and conservation of various properties under their jurisdiction
including national monuments and national historic sites. Access to NPS current
planning documents, environmental impact assessments, and related documents
under review is provided at (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/). Visitors to the site can
search for plans by geographic region, by state, or by a drop-down menu of all of
the various properties. This should be useful in our ongoing efforts to ensure that
PIF priority species are properly considered in federal land use plans.

Wind Energy & Wildlife: An attempt at pragmatism

In 2002, some folks in the grasslands wrote a paper which identifies the issues
and priorities concerning wind power and grassland ecosystems from different
vantage points. In this paper, the authors identify and examine potential
problems, possible solutions, speculation and unfounded concerns regarding the
implications of wind power development for wildlife. The primary focus is on the
grassland birds of the central plains, yet the discussions about potential impacts
to wildlife, the need for open dialog and public outreach, standard biological
inventories, and monitoring, best management practices and cooperative
research are pertinent for wildlife and wind energy interests in all areas of the
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nation where wind energy developments may be constructed. See this paper at
http://www.wildlifemanagementinstitute.org/pages/windpower.html.

North Carolina Partners in Flight Website Updated

The North Carolina PIF web site (http://www.faculty.ncwc.edu/mbrooks/pif/) has
been updated. There is plenty of information there, as well as links related to
birds and bird conservation for the public and natural resource professionals.
Thanks to Dr. Marshall Brooks of NC Wesleyan College for ongoing efforts as
NC PIF volunteer webmaster. — Mark Johns (johnsme@mindspring.com)

Ohio Bird Conservation Initiative Update

The Ohio Bird Conservation Initiative (www.obcinet.orq) is a diverse coalition of
more than 70 partners working to conserve bird populations in Ohio. The
primary mission of the OBCI is: “To ensure the conservation and effective
management of birds in Ohio by fostering partnerships among governmental
agencies, conservation organizations, businesses, and the public.” OBCI was
started in 2003 by several members of the Ohio working group of PIF. In early
2004, a Coordinating Council was formed and a Chair (Paul Rodewald, Ohio
State University) and Vice-Chair (Julie Shieldcastle, Black Swamp Bird
Observatory).

OBCI held its first All-bird Conservation Workshop in November, 2004, supported
by a grant from the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and
was attended by many partner groups. In November of 2005, OBCI hired full-
time Coordinator Suzanne Cardinal to help OBCI expand and work to achieve all-
bird conservation in Ohio. Mostly recently, OBCI met for a day with the PIF
Implementation Committee near Columbus, OH to share perspectives on bird
conservation at the state and continental scales. For more information about
OBCI contact Suzanne Cardinal, (cardinal.11@osu.edu).

Nevada’'s Important Bird Areas

The Lahontan Audubon Society of Nevada has published a new book describing
Nevada’s 38 Important Bird Areas. This book, with 160 pages of text, maps, and
color photographs, provides valuable information about why each IBA was
selected and the conservation challenges associated with each site. A
considerable amount of information is also included about the IBA Program and
its importance to bird conservation on both a global and statewide scale. The
book contains visiting directions for most sites, and there are some 50
photographs. Although the book will eventually make its way into conventional
outlets (e.g., Border's, Barnes & Noble, Amazon, etc.), for now the quickest way
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to locate a copy is to order through (nevadaaudubon.org). The book is priced at
$19.95, and for anyone who wishes to buy multiple copies, LAS offers wholesale
pricing for an order of 5 or more books. — Don Mclvor (dmcivor@audubon.org)

Call for Ramsar Project Proposals

The call for Ramsar Project proposals is now being made for the 2006 cycle.
The deadline is 30 June 2006 for application submission, and decisions are
expected around November. The current edition of the "SGF Operational
Guidelines" provides instruction on how to apply for a Ramsar grant and has the
required forms (http://ramsar.org/key sqgf _index.htm). Suitable project proposals
are those which contribute to the implementation of the Convention's Strategic
Plan 2003-2008; provide emergency assistance for Ramsar sites; or provide
'preparatory assistance' to allow non-Contracting Parties to progress toward
accession. For a list of countries eligible for submitting proposals, see
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/43/51/35832713.pdf. - Dwight Peck
(peck@ramsar.orq)

Federal Grants Database National Park Grants

This website (http://grants.gov/) has a searchable database of all federal grants,
including ones that National and State parks and/or park partners might find
useful. Please pass along to anyone you know who would benefit. — John
Karges (jkarges@tnc.orq).

MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES
Conserving Birds in Human-Dominated Landscapes

This conference will take place on 27-28 April 2006 at the American Museum of
Natural History, New York City, NY (http://cbc.amnh.org/symposia/birds/). This
symposium will provide a unique perspective examining new approaches for
managing bird diversity in human-dominated areas, and exploring possibilities for
improving conservation in the face of an increasingly developed world.

Range-wide Migratory Bird Conservation and Great Salt Lake

I’'m excited to announce an important forum on range-wide bird conservation to
be held at the excellent new Bear River National Wildlife Refuge visitor facilities,
Brigham City, Utah, on 4-6 May 2006. This is a rare opportunity to have a local
initiative sponsor an event of hemispherical importance. The FRIENDS of the
Great Salt Lake are hosting the event titled, “Range-wide Migratory Bird
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Conservation and Great Salt Lake’s Role in Linking Partnerships within the
Western Hemisphere”. Presenters are participating from North and South
America.

Information is available at www.fogsl.org. The website also gives the impressive
list of presenters that will provide an international perspective. But as important
are local community examples of bird conservation that focus on their role in
conservation while keeping an eye on other partnerships along the migratory
pathway. The Forum will allow initiative leaders to learn how to connect with
communities and communities will learn initiative programs and opportunities. —
Don S. Paul (avocet@qwest.net)

Partners in Flight National Committees

The PIF Implementation Committee, among others, will meet in association with
the IAFWA annual conference (http://www.iafwa.org/) in Snowmass, CO 15-22
September 2006. As usual, all interested individuals are encouraged to
participate. Watch the PIF listservs for logistical information and calls for agenda
items as the date nears.

IV North American Ornithological Conference

The IV NAOC is being held 3-7 October 2006 in Veracruz, Mexico. This
conference is being organized jointly by the American Ornithologists' Union,
Association of Field Ornithologists, CIPAMEX (Seccién Mexicana de Consejo
Internacional para la Preservacion de las Aves, A. C.), Cooper Ornithological
Society, Raptor Research Foundation, Society of Canadian Ornithologists /
Société des Ornithologistes du Canada, Waterbird Society, and Wilson
Ornithological Society, with CIPAMEX acting as local host.

The conference theme is "Wings Without Borders," and will feature a rich
scientific program, symposia, plenary lectures, business meetings of societies,
and social activities. Pre-and post-conference activities will include training
workshops, and birding, culture, and nature tours. The conference is scheduled
to coincide with the peak of the migration season in the world's largest raptor
migration bottleneck.

PIF will be holding a symposium in coordination with the American Bird
Conservancy; Meso PIF will have its own symposium; and the Western Working
Group is holding a workshop in conjunction with Meso PIF. For more
information, including a downloadable conference circular in pdf format, please
visit http://www.naoc2006.org/.
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Bird Education Gathering

The Council for Environmental Education and Flying WILD (www.flyingwild.org)
are delighted to announce a national gathering for Bird Education, to be held 6-
10 February 2007 in Austin, Texas. Presentations and discussions at this
gathering will cover such topics as strategic planning, training, outreach and bird
education resources, international, national, state and local bird education efforts,
avian influenza education and information, and celebrating birds — the power of
festivals.

It is our intent to bring educators and bird conservationists together in a major
way for the first time ever at this conference. For more information about the
gathering and planning committee meeting, contact Marc LeFebre at
(marcLcee@aol.com).

VIl Neotropical Ornithological Congress, Venezuela, May 2007

We are pleased to invite you to attend the VIII Neotropical Ornithological
Congress in Maturin, Venezuela, 13-19 May 2007. The congress is being hosted
by the Neotropical Ornithological Society (NOS) and the Venezuelan
Ornithological Union (UVO). The "First Call for Contributions" circular, has been
posted at http://www.neotropicalornithology.org/. The circular has instructions for
submitting proposals for plenary speakers, symposia, workshops, and round
tables; proposals may be submitted in Spanish or English. Deadline for
proposals for plenary speakers is 15 June 2006 and for proposals for symposia,
workshops and round-tables is 15 July 2006. The General call for oral
communications and posters will be sent out later in 2006, and submissions will
take place from 15 August 2006 until 15 January 2007. Registration will open 15
August 2006. We look forward to your participation in this meeting. — Patricia
Escalante (tiimatura@ibiologia.unam.mx) and Carlos Bosque (carlosb@usb.ve)

4™ International Partners in Flight Conference

The 4™ International PIF Conference will be held 13-16 February 2008, at the
McAllen Convention Center in McAllen, Texas. A steering committee has been
formed and has already made progress on a number of items. The next big
decision will be to choose a theme, and we are zeroing in on something about
international linkages. If you have a catchy phrase along these lines (Birds
Beyond Borders, Wings Over the Americas, Wings Without Borders have been
used), let me know.

We’'ll also soon be soliciting for sponsorships and contributions to support
international and student travel and publication of a proceedings. So start
thinking about funds you may have access to for this. So, block these dates
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now. This will be a another great PIF conferencel. — Terry rich
(terry rich@fws.gov)

Always

Be sure to check web sites for other professional societies and arrange to
present a PIF or landbird paper at every opportunity. — Terry

NEWS OF PEOPLE

Suzanne Cardinal is the new Coordinator for Ohio Bird Conservation Initiative.
She is coming to OBCI from Flagstaff, Arizona where she conducted research for
the past 5 years on Southwestern Willow Flycatchers. Suzanne received a BS
from the Evergreen State College in Olympia , Washington and an MS in Biology
from Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff.

Suzanne has worked with birds on many different projects across the country.
She banded birds in Alaska, New Mexico and upstate New York; and re-
introduced Brown-headed Nuthatches and Eastern Bluebirds to Everglades
National Park in South Florida. Suzanne is passionate about bird conservation
and looks forward to bridging the gap between research and conservation efforts.
She is an avid bird-watcher, butterfly-watcher and herp enthusiast, and she loves
to travel and read. She can be reached at:

Suzanne Cardinal, Coordinator
Ohio Bird Conservation Initiative
The Ohio State University

2021 Coffey Rd.

Columbus, OH 43210
614-292-6544
cardinal.11@osu.edu

The next newsletter will be issued on 1 July 2006. Items are due 15 June 2006
to Terry Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov).
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