NORTHEAST

AMPHIBIAN anvo REPTILE CONSERVATION

NORTHEASTERN US STATE REGULATIONS

FOR THE EASTERN BOX TURTLE (TERRAPENE CAROLINA CAROLINA)

ASOF 12/15/08

NEPARC information provided as guidelines intended to promote species conservation. This data was
compiled in December, 2008 and is subject to change. Additional details exist for state herpetofauna
regulations, including non-native Terrapene species and sub-species. The user (reader) should be
certain of their state's regulations for possession and release. Please check with your state's regulatory
agency if you have any questions or think there may have been recent changes to the regulations (refer
to web links to state regs).

Regulations of Terrapene carolina carolina as Native Species

State State Status | Collection Commercial Release of Captive
and collection natives in breeding
possession and catch possession regulations
limit for limit
personal
purposes

Connecticut Species of May not collect. | May not collect May not possess | No regulation to

Special Concern | Grandfathered for commercial allow captive
1998 with purposes breeding
permit,
possession limit:

1

Delaware May collect and | May not collect May release if No captive
possess 1, no for commerecial possessed for breeding
permit required. | purposes less than 30 without
Grandfathered days research permit
12/15/99, from director
registration
required.

Maine Endangered May not collect, | May not collect May not possess | No captive
possess or for commercial breeding
import purposes; allowed

includes sale
and transport
Maryland May collect 1, May not collect May release wild | Captive breeding

no permit
required. May
possess more if
legally acquired,
but permit
required (some
grandfathering —
1993)

for commercial
purposes

caught native T.
c. Carolina to
point of capture
without
authorization if
not held more
than 30 days
and turtle had
no contact with
other
herpetofauna;
or with prior

allowed with
permit, but can
not sell
offspring;
contradicts state
health code
which prohibits
possession of
any turtle under
4” carapace
length.
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authorization

from MD-DNR.
Massachusetts | Species of May not collect May not collect May not Captive breeding
Special Concern | or possess for commercial possess. not permitted
purposes Massachusetts
natural Heritage
and Endangered
Species Program
must be
contacted.
New Species of May not collect, May not collect, | May not release | No possession;
Hampshire Special Concern | possess, import | sell or import wildlife in New therefore, no
or sell Hampshire captive breeding
New Jersey May not collect May not collect May not release | Captive breeding
or possess for commerecial allowed with
purposes annual
commercial
permit
New York Species of May not collect May not collect Release with a May not breed
Special Concern for commercial permit any T. carolina
purposes subspecies. No
regulations
against captive
breeding of T.
ornata or sale of
offspring.
Pennsylvania Protected — “no | May not collect May not collect May not Captive breeding
take” species, or possess for commercial possess, may of T. carolina
but not (grandfathered purposes not release species not
candidate, 1/1/07, permit unless certain allowed.
threatened or required) conditions are
endangered met (see PA
Code Chap
79.11(b))
Rhode Island Protected May not collect May not collect | No regulation on | May not
or possess for commercial release possess: may
purposes not breed
Vermont Not native n/a n/a n/a Captive breeding
would be
reviewed case
by case with
strict guidelines
and
consideration
given to intent
Virginia May collect and | May not collect If showing no Captive breeding

possess up to 5

for commercial
purposes

signs of illness
and within 30
days of
possession, may

not restricted,
but may not
possess more
than 5
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capture

be released back
at the site of

West Virginia

May not collect
or possess

May not collect
for commercial
purposes

May not possess

No regulations
on captive
breeding

Regulations as Non-Native S

ecies

State State Status Possession of non- | Buying, selling, Release of non-
native Terrapene possession of non- | native Terrapene
carolina carolina native Terrapene species
(imported) species or

subspecies
(imported)
Connecticut Species of May possess 1 non- May possess non- May not release non-

Special Concern

native

native species and
subspecies

native species or
subspecies

Delaware May transport into May possess hon- May not release non-
Delaware and possess native species and native species or
T. carolina acquired subspecies with proper | subspecies
outside of Delaware permit
with proper permit.

Maine Endangered May not import or May possess with May not release non-
possess without a proper permits, but native species or
special permit may not sell, non- subspecies

native Terrapene
species

Maryland May possess non- May not release non-

native native species or
species and subspecies | subspecies

Massachusetts | Species of May possess non- May possess non- May not release non-

Special Concern native species and native species and native species or
subspecies subspecies subspecies

New Species of May not import or May possess non- May not release non-

Hampshire Special Concern | possess native species and native species or

subspecies subspecies

New Jersey May possess T. c. May possess non- May not release non-
carolina legally native species and native species or
acquired with hobby subspecies with a subspecies
permit and proof of hobby permit (no
origin possession limit);

dealer permits
required
New York Species of May not import or May possess and sell T. | May not release non-
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Special Concern

possess any T. carolina
subspecies

ornata spp. But not
non-native subspecies
of T. carolina

native species or
subspecies

Pennsylvania Protected — “no | May not transport, May possess non- May not release non-
take” species, import, or receive a native species and native species or
but not transported or subspecies subspecies
candidate, imported T. c. carolina
threatened or
endangered

Rhode Island Protected May not import or May possess non- May not release non-
possess non-native T. c. | native species and native species or
carolina subspecies; permit subspecies

required for any exotic,
must be certified
salmonella-free, and
over 4”; salmonella
statement required on
imports

Vermont Not native Importation/possession | Permit required to No regulations on
permit required (quite import or possess non- | release
restrictive) native species and

subspecies (quite
restrictive)

Virginia May posses non-native | May possess non- May not release non-
T. c. carolina (legally native species and native species or
acquired) but subspecies, no subspecies
possession limit of 5, possession limit
regardless of origin

West Virginia Need importation May possess non- No regulations on

permit to acquire non-
native T. c. carolina

native species and
subspecies

release

State Contact Information
Contact Information

State
Connecticut

Delaware

Julie Victoria

Wildlife Biologist, Wildlife Diversity Program

Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection
Julie.Victoria@ct.gov

860-642-7239
Laurie Fortin

Laurie.Fortin@ct.gov

860-424-3963

http://www.northeastans.org/docs/ct-laws.pdf
(Introduction of Fish and Other Wildlife)

Holly Niederriter

Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program
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Delaware Division of Fish and Wildlife
holly.niederriter@state.de.us
302-653-2880
http://regulations.delaware.gov/AdminCode/title7/3000/3900%20Wildlife/3900.pdf (15.2)
Maine Phillip deMaynadier or Jonathan Mays
Reptile, Amphibian, and Invertebrate Group
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife
Phillip.deMaynadier@maine.gov or Jonathan.Mays@maine.gov
207-941-4239 or 207-941-4475
http://www.neherp.com/state-regulations/75-maine
Maryland Scott Smith
Wildlife and Heritage Division
Maryland Department of Natural Resources
sasmith@dnr.state.md.us
410-827-8612
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/captive.asp
Massachusetts | Lori Erb
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife
lori.erb@ state.ma.us
508-389-6357
http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/gl-131a-toc.htm (Section 2)
New Mike Marchand
Hampshire Wildlife Division
New Hampshire Fish & Game Department
michael.n.marchand@wildlife.nh.gov
603-271-3016
http://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/Wildlife/Nongame/RAARP/herp_rules.htm
New Jersey Linda Buono
Division of Fish and Wildlife; Exotic and Nongame Wildlife
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
609-628-2103
908-735-5450
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/pdf/permregs.pdf
New York Alvin Breisch
Amphibian and Reptile specialist
New York Department of Environmental Conservation
arbreisc@gw.dec.state.ny.us
518-402-8855
http://nytts.org/nytts/DEC_regs.htm
Pennsylvania Chris Urban or Kathy Gipe
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
curban@state.pa.us, c-kgipe@state.pa.us
814-359-5186
http://www. fish.state.pa.us/fishpub/summary/repamp.htmi
Rhode Island Christopher Raithel
Division of Fish and Wildlife
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management
christopher.raithel@dem.R.l.gov
401-789-0281
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Dr. Scott Marshall

scott.marshall@dem.ri.gov

http://www.rules.state.ri.us/rules/released/pdf/DEM/5213.pdf (Part XII, pg 39)
Vermont Mark Ferguson

Nongame

Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife

mark.ferguson@state.vt.us

802-241-3667
Virginia John Kleopfer

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries

John.Kleopfer@dgif.virginia.gov

804-829-6703

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/permits/guide.asp
West Virginia | Jim Fraganaro

Mike Pizzino

West Virginia Division of Natural Resources

mikepizzino@wvdnr.gov

304-637-0245



