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8:30-9:30AM

8:36am Meeting convened by Linda Weir

8:40 Linda Weir: North American Amphibian Monitoring Program overview
NAAMP

A) Creation

· Ideas discussed 1994

· Protocols developed 1996

B) Partnerships

· State agencies

· Academic

· Non-profit

C) NAAMP Mission

· Population trends

· At multiple scales (state, substrate, regional, physiographic)

· How?  Unified Protocals

· Distribution of maps, education, etc

D) History

· Varied protocal, not good to see on higher scales

· Met in 2000 Regional Coordinators to establish Unified Protocal

· 29 states that are NAAMP Active 

· Presently only 25/29 original states that have accepted UP

E) Unified Protocals (UP)

· Surveys 3x a year

· Routes are random stratified

· Each routes 10 stops, listen for 5 minutes

· Dates vary regionally

· Survey begin 30 min after sunset or later (must be done by 1am)

· Use Original WI Calling Amphibian Calling Index

· Beauford wind codes

· Sky codes

· Date, time, oberserver, wind, sky, air temp, ambient noise, weather, spp, temperature

· Some states can collect more data geared to own state

F) Internet Accessible Database

· Regional Database

· National Database

· Volunteer Database

· Data available to all interested parties

· Regional Coord will be able to manage their volunteers

G) NAAMP Future

· Need research methodology

· Recruit other states and provincial partners (possible states to get involved is from ND/SD area and east)

· Prepare for peer review process

Q & A

Any Salamander research?

Calling survey presentation, salamanders don’t call

How can compare data collected that do not follow Unified Protocal

Need to follow unified protocal, minutes, driving (as opposed to walking) to be able to compare, need to go during ideal time as opposed to set time

8:55 am Joe Mitchell (University of Richmond) Dept of Defense Lands Inventory
Why study herps on Military bases?

· train troops to do military stuff

· Sikes Act( integrated Nat Res Mngt plan required, but no research and info

· Therefore, lots of opportunity for research

· Issues: constraints b/c military training takes precedence

· However, Military bases are excellent natural areas

Projects on Military bases

· NAAMP Protocal for anuran callings: also tapes (5 min)  

1) get calling phenology and list of spp and period of calls

2) Choruses are all different and vary among sites and years

· Frogloggers

1) Get calling phenology from frogloggers

2) Also get dielle patterns (frog calling patterns)

· Dip Nets

1) Find larval period and relative abundance

2) Measure salamanders and stages of tadpoles

3) Records in Captures/100 dip net sweeps (very variable so must be a long term project)

4) Funded by Legacy of Resource Mngmt

5) Extra military activity (gunfire, helicopters, etc)

6) Minnow traps/dip netting every month

7) Terrestrial animals using cover boards, roofing tins and PVC pipes

8) Tree Frogs really like PVC pipes

9) Cover boards are not that great…

10) Drift Fences also used  (use hardwoods, pines, pine/hardwood mixed)  What is the effect of silverwood regeneration?  Forest thinned for bobwhite areas (sometimes for Pine regeneration)

11)  Also monitoring bat pops

9:15 AM Q & A

Recognition factor: can identify species, etc.

Clarification of exact means of study: combination of calling/dipnets to get overall view

Can info be transferred to a military tool?

Military cannot get more lands to train and want to maintain existing lands…so big emphasis on research so can better manage lands

Drift Fences: always open or close?

Run every other week, not continual closed drift fences

How can get involved?

Need to get permission, get funding, know constraints of area

Frogloggers…how do they work?

Go to Circuit City and buy one for about 70 bucks, cheap and effective

9:30 am Dr. Robin Jung, (USGS PWRC) Amphibian Research and Monitoring Initiative (ARMI)

In 2000

· DOI funded by congress

· Set up in 7 different regions

· Want to collaborate with BRD herp WRD hydrologist, etc, USGS will house database

· Want to monitor and research amphibian on DOI land and federal lands, will facilitate with others as well

Needs of NE amphibian

· 90 spp in NE

· 59 Salamanders, 31 frogs/toads….48% are at risk

· greatest decline in streams and ephemeral pools

· NARCAM Reports (amphibian declines) Hot spots of malfomation in ME/VT area…why?  Need to be concerned with that

· 124 National Parks in NE

· Acadia and Shannandoah funded by PRIMENet

· NPSpecies database (www.nature.nps.gov/npss/)

· Wildlife conservation society inventory 15 parks

Research Goals

A) Intensive sites 

1. Acadia: Egg Mass, Streamside Salamanders, Calling surveys UV Experiments 

(effects on hatching?), 4 toed salamander surveys, Amphibian Distribution, Pitrid

fungus study effects?

2. Shanandoah: Pond Surveys, Streamside salamanders, Terrestrial Salamanders, 

Amphibian Distribution Maps

A) Moderate regional research

B) More general/broad crude national surveys

C) Egg mass counts at Vernal pools: are egg mass counts changing?

D) Streamside salamanders: effected by stormwater runoff, impervious surfaces, riparian buffer widths, etc…

E) Amphibian Surveys overlaid with Delaware River Basin Collaborative Environ Research Initiative

F) Maryland Biol Stream Surveys: electro-shocking, timed search, spp dropping out with any level of development

G) FWS initiated calling survey at 27/57 refuge sites: also using frogloggers to detect all anuran spp present, is survey recording the max chorus codes, document phenology

**** Wanted: Amphibian inventories needed….little information known

Q & A

Comment: Federal Levels not trickling down to State ppl.

Who else is involved currently?

Just Robin now, writing study plan and budget.  Will contract out and get collaborative research

Use of Multiple methods: If can show that one type is producing unique and correct data, and look at overlap..then good overall for research.

Meeting Break: 9:45AM- 10:05AM

