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3:20 pm- 5:30 pm

3:20 pm Land Conservation Oppurtunities for Herps: Glenn Therres (moderator)

Scales, site specifics, site selection

How to use biology use to convince general population
Blend of NGO and Government groups in discussion
3:25pm Charles Rewa, NRCS, Stationed at PWRC

NRCS Habitat program, USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service

· Habitat is key, private lands is key to all wildlife conservation 70% is privately owned, NRCS has history of working with Land owners to conserve land for wildlife

· Conservation programs to Farm Bill: billions of dollars given out to projects to conserve land

· History, 1930’w Annual cropland adjustment (no cover required-limiting crops to regulate pricing)

· 1950’s to 60’s Annual set-aside continues, Multi-year set asides intro- Soil Bank

· 1970’s Increased production and clean farming

· 1985: Conservation cover Long tern set asides

· 1990: Permanent easements of land conservation site

· Wildlife emphasis

Conservation Reserve Program

· 10-15 yr contracts of voluntary enrollment- good for pheasants and other  

· Up to 36.4 million acres enrolled!

· Established permanent land sets

· Mostly great plains-midwest

· Continuous sign-up CRP provides add incentives for filter strips, riparian buffers, grassed waterways, field windbreaks, shelterbelts and living snow fences

· Big signing incentives

Conservation Reserve Enhancement program

· MD, VA, PA, OH have programs 

· Wetlands Reserve program: 

1) Restored 975,000 acres of wetlands nationwide- primarily on cropland

2) Permanent 30 yr easement or 10 year cost agreements

3) Mostly lower Missisippi valley

4) Mosty permanent easements

WRP reforestation efforts

1) Tree planting

2) Hydrology (dikes, water control)

3) Surface features diverse micro-topography (diversity)

4) Complexes being established

1) Wildlife Habitat Incentives program

5) Northeast, broad and successful, flexible

6) 10 yr program where money is given to help restore lands for wildlife

7) In-stream work restore aquatic fish habitats

8) Lot’s of partnerships in this program

9) $50 million authorized in 96 farm bill

10) FY 98 $30 million, FY99 $20 mill….no more money in FY 2000!

11) Disaster appropriations bill (perhaps up to $40 million for whip)

12) Types of projects: Aquatic, Riparian, Wetland, Upland 

13) Environmental quality and incentives program

14) Provides up to 75%: 10 to 15 yr contracts

KEY TO ALL PROGRAMS is partnerships!!! 

Q and A

Any way of getting list of programs?

YES, www.nrcs.usda.gov links to all the different programs

Is there a minimum acrerage?  

No, there is only a funding cap

Kurt Bulmann, Conservation International: Coordinator for Amphibian and Chelonian Conservation in worlds “hot spots”

2 part presentation: International projects as well as a database

1) Conservation International Projects

· Support for amphibian

· Work w/ DAPTF and CI/ CABS

· Global red list

· Develop ways to work with development assessment of amphibian classification

· Build network, experts for collaboration

· Goals for global amphibian specialist group

· Designing effective and realistic landscape strategies for protecting amphibians

· Northeast studies and applying w/ other parts of world

· Turtles: do hotspots of turtles overlay with hotspots for other animals?  Why?

· Asian turtle trade

· Loss of 1/3 of world turtle pop; b/c of Asian turtle consumption

· Over 60% listed endangered in Asian regions

· Other conservation programs

· Assurance colonies; facilities to maintain populations of endangered species

· To return to populations once trade issue to figured out

· Zoos, aquarium, private hobbyist, turtle pet traders, research institutes, old fish hatcheries to keep in contact with

· Actively building donor pool nowadays…to pull everyone together

2) Goals/ Database/guidelines

· Database, list of all herp management  for research and literature

· Plan workshop to compile habitat conservation guidelines

· Users of database: land managers and NR resource managers, workshop participants, conservation and research ecologist

· Guidelines: common species common, stem decline of imperiled species, guide restoration of herps, reduce probability of adding new species to endangered list

· Habitat conservation guidelines: develop for each of 5 regions

· Understandable, interesting, best science data

· Management strategies: Protection, enhancement, alteration…etc.

Q and A

Is literature available in electronic? 

Yes, main national park website.

Ann Berry Somers: Project Bog Turtle

Introduces document on restoration of habitats, specifically focusing on the bog turtle (initiative of NC Herptological Association)

PBT Dennis Herman, Tom Thorp, Ann Berry Somers, also tied in with other orgs (mostly private sponsors, some DNR)

1) Bog turtle: small, rare, and secretive

· Northern: threatened and Southern is also threatened due to similarity in appearance

· Protection of species and education

· Site selection: probing, trapping

· Site monitoring, vegetation monitoring, rare plants, monitor hydrology (ditching problem), changes in land use

· Population monitoring: noting new recruits, range, turtle migration

· Habitat Management: pre-exisitng condition, traps, radio telemetry, monitor hydrology, Seasonal exclusions to learn about populations, reproductive biology (adverse effects, if no cattle in experimental data then increase in channelization)

· Pitt-tagging: FWS Asked for help to pit-tag 33 test turtles (to test results), no noticeable scars

2) Education 

· land owners (packages and info packs)- time consuming

· Children involvement

· Teachers

3) Habitat protection

· lease agreements (agreement not to alter wetland and allows researchers to come in do research on land)  Good b/c PBT is not an NGO

· purchases and easement

4) Consult w/ federal and state agency

· Educational workshops and Dept of transportation

Q and A

Source of funding for lease agreements?

US FWS

Any resistance?

Some owners will not let on land, need to just move on….

4:40pm John Bender (MD TNC director of protection) and Janet McKegg (MD DNR)

Crescent preserve project (partnership of NGO and government)

· Near Delaware border of E. MD

· DNR and TNC lands for project (Baltimore corner, persimmon preserve, Jackson land, etc)

· Why chose this area? (Janet McKegg): Delmarva Bay areas has lots of rare spp, sites, 13 have globally rare plants- very important sites, at start of research targeted woody areas, wetlands, for protection span of at least 3 mi.  1200 acres total

· Threats to Delmarva Bays:

1) water quality and quantity

2) habitat fragmentation

3) Woody succession and timber harvesting

4) Residential development and road building (increased road kills)

5) Non-native species

· Protection tools (John Bender)

1) ownerships of conservation organization

2) conservation Easements

3) registry Agreement

4) conservation Ownerships: other ways to ownership (when all the purchased land is not usuable): working w/ neighboring land owners that owns 50% of prime wetlands, so can swap land areas, plus additional money, and a 3 year lease of property.

· Conservation Easment

1) tax benefits (very attractive to land owners)

2) permanent restriction on the land

3) enforcement of easements

4) Monitoring and enforcing restrictions

5) Agricultural easements: 5 yr agri districts and can convert to easements

6) Natural Areas Registry Program

1) Hand shake agreement

2) Low-pressure idea: good for land owners

3) Low cost

Q and A

Farmland restoration and easement, some of the land talked about it good…

Yes, some are registered with Federal wetland restoration, others are private easement program

Tax benefits?

Tax deduction for making donation

15 yr property tax credit (after 15 yrs assess at the lowest rate)

5:05pm Larry Niles, NJ FG&W, N State Programs

Herptiles projects: Buy land and Planning and implementations

1) NJ Herptile Atlas

- trained volunteers, increased accuracy

- GPS units, better measurements 

- Citizen scientist

- Online date reporting

- Cost effective

- Good for public advocacy w/ public awareness

2) Bog Turtle Conservation

- vegetation control (purple loosestrife, phragmites and reed canary grass, and wood spp)

- GIS mapping of critical areas for Bog Turtles

- Maps guide long-term protection

- Work w/ private land owners (WHIP, free fencing….etc)

3) Vernal Pool Conservation

- Locate and map vernal pools 

- Survey pools for herps

- Long-term protections

4) Timber Rattlesnake Conservation

- 2 distinct pop (highland-telemetric study for habitat, pinelands- telemetry to study hibernacula/den sites)

- need for landscape-level protection (Rattle snake den found in a development site-organizations are now suing Pinelands commission)

Landscape level Projects

1) Historically, spp level protection only—now trying to promote landscape level projects

2) Instead of starting w/ spp distribution started with habitat distributions, and overlaid spp data and developed a ranking for management

3) Peer review group w/ Rutgers University

4) Patches established and ranked depending on endangered, threatened, and suitable habitat but no animals.

5) Estuary programs, EPA, private conservation groups, service provided by State is to provide legal aspects to complement the efforts of these groups

6) Landstat is able to show us the degree and level of development and habitat fragmentation

Herptiles as Indicators

1) Indicators have been successfully introduced into states management and accessment

2) EPA lead system- goal to link programmatic funding to indicators

3) Also trying to change mindset of ppl that wildlife is only for recreation

Role of States

1) Not just flashy projects

2) Need total system and infrastructure that exist in federal agency and state agencies…not just isolated research.  

3) Need to improve these systems as well and take advantage of these already established systems and integrating them into protection

5:35pm List of possible action items for conservation
1)  List of Grey Literature to Kurt Bulmann/National PARC

2)  Identify people to represent NE in future workshops (NGOs, ppl who have developed and implemented mngmt guidelines previously, State reps, private land owners, industry/real estates/builders, ppl who provide technical assistance- extension agencies, herpetologist/researchers) 

3) Increased distribution of current published literature (funding to promote this)

4) Strong-arm TNC to include areas for herps conservation

5) Creating network of ppl who are working on similar projects (unpublished research)

6) Identification of private land owners to help with easements before they pass away (this way do not have to deal with the children, etc)

Robin Jung: is it better to take monitoring and research money given to buy land now? Action now before science?  Discussion.  Buy Selectively.

6:00 pm Meeting adjourns for the day

