NORTH AMERICAN BIRD

PHENOLOGY PROGRAM

With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global climate
change and how it is affecting bird populations across North America

Announcements

. The BPP is very excited to announce our
hire of an office assistant, Brandon Kell, to
help coordinate volunteers, respond to
inquires about the program, website
development, and create outreach
materials. Please read a little more about
Brandon below.

. We are expanding office hours to let
volunteers come in during the evenings
and weekends. The new office are as
follows: Monday 8am-4pm, Tuesday 8am-
6pm, Wednesday 8am-4pm, Thursday
8am-6pm, Friday 8am-4pm, 1st and 3rd
Saturdays 10am-2pm, 2nd and 4th
Sundays 10am-2pm.

. Participants can continue to take screen
shots and email interesting, funny or
unique cards for the website. A new
webpage will be up soon to display these
cards.

Brandon grew up in Southern Missouri. He received
a BS in Wildlife Conservation and Management from
Missouri State University in 2004. Since graduating
he has worked on various research projects
throughout the US including work in forestry,
fisheries, small mammals, and reptiles. He most
recently worked for Arizona Game and Fish on a
desert tortoise project and also at a trout hatchery.
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Current Progress

="

Current Migration

Card Count:
1,943
Online Volunteers
326,000
Cards Transcribed Online
8
Office Volunteers
581,318
Cards Scanned in BPP
Office
161,253

Cards Scanned by CDMP

Quick Links

Register to become an
online transcriber

Become an office
volunteer
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What We're Working to Bring You

Chart for entering cards with multiple dates, sometimes
spanning more than one year.

A prompt instructing transcribers to make a new filter
selection once the current selection you have chosen runs

out of cards.
Additional charts and maps.

. An "issue tracking system" that participants can use
to submit problems and interested parties can
request information about the program

. All participants will be receiving a satisfaction survey
email to get your feedback about participating with
the program. Your opinion is very important to us so
please take the time to fill it out and email it back.

Volunteer of the Month

John Neuenschwander

For the last 26 years John has worked for the
University of Michigan Library in Ann Arbor.
He finds transcribing cards for the BPP very
relaxing, and hopes the work he is doing will
be useful for a long time to come. John
enjoys speculating on what happened in the
lives of some of the common observers he
comes across while transcribing. He
compares finding uncommon species to
hitting a jackpot and since he has transcribed
31,500 cards for the BPP, were sure he has
come across quite a few!

Though John claims to not be a "birder" he
Redwinged blackbird picture loves watching birds and photographing
taken by John Neuenschwander them. He and his wife have a red-headed
woodpecker, who, nests in a tree about 10
feet away from their house. John has added plants to his garden that attract
goldfinches and others in the fall. The Neuenschwander's enjoy sitting in their
living room and being able to watch birds through every window.

Observer of the Month

Harry Church Oberholser

The BPP is part of the USA-
NPN which brings together
citizen scientists,
government agencies, non-
profit groups, educators
and students of all ages to
monitor the impacts of
climate change on plants
and animals in the United
States.

Learn More....

| 30in Our Mailing List!
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H.C. Oberholser courtesy
of The Auk

Harry C. Oberholser was born on June 25, 1870, in Brooklyn, New York.l Harry
Church Oberholser is regarded as one of the premier American authorities in the
field of descriptive ornithology. At age 26, he published his first of nearly 900
scientific papers, most notably, "A Preliminary List of the Birds of Wayne County,
Ohio" which summarizes observations of 183 species conducted over 4 years. His
writings reflect a special interest in morphological differences among geographical
populations and scientific nomenclature. His reputed prodigious memory for
biological variation served him well in naming 11 new families and subfamilies, 99
genera and subgenera, and 560 species and subspecies of birds from many
countries.

In 1895, Oberholser was hired by the U.S. Department of Agriculture Division of
Economic Ornithology, where he remained employed for 46 years in the various
positions of ornithologist, biologist and editor. In 1920, he organized the Federal
bird banding program. He assumed responsibility for directing the U.S. "waterfowl
census" in 1928, which served as the basis for the federal management policy of
these species. Continuing the program started by Wells W. Cooke, Oberholser also
supervised the carding and mapping of North American bird distribution records
(currently, the N.A. Bird Phenology Program), data which served as the basis for
AOU Check-list bird ranges.

Oberholser might be best known for his monumental book, The Bird Life of Texas,
which contains over 1100 pages, including many illustrations, photographs, and
distribution maps. He began compiling notes in 1900 while on a field survey to
western Texas, and he continued gathering descriptive and taxonomic material
literally throughout the rest of his life.

Oberholser died in Cleveland at the age of 93 on December 25, 1963. His many
technical contributions are fittingly commemorated in the scientific name assigned
to the Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri), a bird that is notoriously tricky
to differentiate from its closely related species.

N
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LeTotar 2Y. L5390

H.C. Oberholser Migration Card

A big thanks goes out to Tara Patterson, a BPP participant, for writing this
biography!

If you would like to contribute to the BPP by writing a biography on one of our
observers, please contact me.
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To read Harry Oberholser's Biography in its entirety, please go to: Harry
Oberholser PDF
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As always, if you have an questions, comments, suggestions or complaints,
please contact me.

Sincerely,

Jessica Zelt

Program Coordinator

North American Bird Phenology Program

U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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