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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird 
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global climate 

change and how it is affecting bird populations across North America

Announcements
●     Stella Walsh, BPP volunteer from Yarmouth, Maine, transcribed her 

100,000th migration card on November 8th, 2011. Stella has dedicated 
countless hours to transcribing with the program since February of 2009 
and shows no sign of slowing down. Her work, along with the work of 
volunteers across the world over the past several years, are making it 
possible for researchers to begin using the data for upcoming publications. 
Thank you Stella for your tremendous contribution and all you have done 
to make this data relevant once more!

●     A large effort has been made to link registrations for those volunteers who 
have registered multiple times. This will ensure the individual tally under 
"My Stats" shows an accurate number of cards transcribed by each 
volunteer with the BPP. If you have not been notified and would like to 
have multiple registrations linked, email Jessica.  

●     Thousands of new cards are being added online over the next several 
weeks. You will notice new species and locations available in the drop-down 
lists. Keep an eye out for these changes. Remember, as volunteers 
transcribe records you will also see species disappear from the drop-down 
lists.  

What We're Working to Bring You
●     We are continuing to work on new volunteer training materials for the v4 

transcription page.
●     We are working to keep the webpage up to date, add content, keep all 

links functional, and provide any information you need.

Volunteer of the Month 
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522,835
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Kamli Sirjue  
My name is Kamli Sirjue and I am a senior at 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School. I am an intern 
in the Science and Technology program which 
allowed me the opportunity to volunteer at 
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center. I am very 
excited to be working in the bird phenology lab 
as well as exploring other labs at Patuxent. For 
my college career, I hope to attend Duke 
University and major in Economics with a minor 
in Finance. I would also love to spend a year 
abroad and either help the less fortunate or 
endangered species. When I am older, I hope 
to become a broker or investment banker.    
 
For my project with the BPP, I am analyzing the 
distribution of bell's vireo, red-eyed vireo, 
warbling vireo, white-eyed vireo, and yellow-
throated vireo in North America.  So far, I have 

transcribed around 3,500 cards and I still have about 2,500 more to get all of my 
data points.  Working on this project has helped me develop analytical skills.  I 
have also learned how to use statistics to compute data and how to properly find 
and cite research for my project.  
 
Being at PWRC, I have learned so many things to help me in the future.  Working 
with Jessica has exposed me to the work force, and I am able to conduct myself 
as an adult in the office.  I have many opportunities to express my insight on 
ideas and I am able to take on more responsibilities and duties.  I also have had 
the great opportunity to go bird banding and hiking, both of which I had never 
done before.  The bird banding trips were amazing!  I got to meet bird banders 
and see many different species of birds.  Hiking was also great!  I was able to get 
to the very top of Old Rag Mountain and enjoy a great hike with other interns at 
PWRC.
 
During my spare time I enjoy watching basketball and reading a good book.  My 
favorite college teams are the Duke Blue Devils and the Georgetown Hoyas, and 
my favorite professional teams are the Boston Celtics and the Oklahoma City 
Thunder.  My favorite novels are the Harry Potter series and the Pretty Little Liars 
series.
 

Observer of the Month
Cordelia Stanwood    
 

Cordelia Stanwood

  
Cordelia Johnson Stanwood lived from 1865 
to 1958. A sea captain's daughter, she 
spent her childhood in Ellsworth Maine. 
 
Teaching was one of the few occupations 
then available to women, so Miss Stanwood 
lived with an aunt in Providence Rhode 
Island for the seven years she prepared to 
be a teacher, concentrating on botany and 
art. For almost 20 years, she taught in 
various schools and acted first as a co-
supervisor, and then as supervisor of art in 
Massachusetts' school districts. Cordelia 
sent some of her small income home to 
assist her family. She spent her summers 
taking classes to increase her meager 
salary and enhance her chances of 
obtaining a better position.
A nervous breakdown possibly brought on 
by the strain of many years of constant 
physical and mental exertion and worry 

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the USA-
NPN which brings together 

citizen scientists, 
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators and 
students of all ages to 
monitor the impacts of 

climate change on plants 
and animals in the United 

States. 
 

Learn More....
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about finances ended her teaching career in 1904. She went home to Ellsworth to 
recover.
 
The birds around the home she named Birdsacre interested her and, while 
regaining her health, she began to fill notebooks with field observations.   She was 
especially fascinated by nests and avian life during the breeding period and wrote 
articles for magazines about her studies. Miss Stanwood eventually produced over 
one hundred articles.
 
She began using photography in 1916 to reproduce what she saw during many 
hours in the field. Along with other conservation-minded women, she convinced 
the Maine legislature to ban the importation of bird feathers for hats. 
                                    
The magazine articles did not always provide enough money, and in time, were no 
longer desired by periodicals, so she supplemented her income by selling braided 
and hooked rugs. She studied basking weaving with Penobscot Indians and sold 
her beautiful woven baskets.Miss Stanwood became more and more impoverished 
as she aged, but would not accept charity, even from her family. Maine Senator 
Eugene Hale and Governor Brann, circumvented her pride, however, and were 
able to assist her financially by purchasing her photos of birds for the state library. 
 
Cordelia recorded her studies in a volume titled Fir and Feathers; sadly, the book 
was never published. However, some of her work did appear in Arthur Bent's 
North American Birds, and the Birds of Massachusetts and Other New England 
States by Edward Forbush.   
 
Chandler Richmond established the Stanwood Birding Club, and at his behest at 
the end of her life, Miss Stanwood presented her field notes and property to the 
club. Birdsacre is now a wildlife sanctuary open to the public.

Cordelia Stanwood Migration Card

This biography was written using the following resources: 

●     BirdsAcre, Cordelia's Story.  
●     Bonta, Marcia Myers. Women in the Field: America's Pioneering Women 

Naturalists.   
●     Picturing nature, Education, Ornithology and Photography in the life of 

Cordelia Stanwood, 1865-1958.     

BPP volunteer, Mary Perlick contributed this biography to our newsletter, thank 
you Mary!  
We are in need of volunteer help to put these write-ups together. If you are 
interested, please contact the BPP.    

Trivia
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Last month's question was correctly answered by Lynelle Perry-Kolsky. The 
question, "May Thacher Cooke, Wells Cooke's daughter, was the first to acquire 
what affiliation to the AOU?" was answered correctly with "May Thacher Cooke 
was the first woman AOU member to acquire an institutional affiliation." 
 
Here's this month's trivia question: In what year did Elliott Coues write to The 
Auk, beginning a successful campaign to establish the taxonomic classification of 
subspecies? 
 
Remember to send your answers to Jessica.     

Correction: May's middle name was mistakenly spelled "Thatcher" in October's 
Newsletter, an error caught by Chan Robbins. Thanks Chan!  

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions or complaints, please contact me.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program 
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center 
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