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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global

climate change and how it is affecting bird populations across
North America

Announcements
In the case of a government shutdown and possible disruptions to
the BPP website as a result, a Constant Contact email notification
will be sent out. More information is expected this afternoon. Email
Jessica with any questions or concerns.
Due to a mandatory increase in website security, several changes
were implemented September 24, 2013 causing some users to
experience an inability to reach our websites. If you have had these
problems, please contact Jessica. We are working very hard to
make sure the site functions well for all users.
Thanks to BPP Volunteer Robert Turk, secondary pages have been
added to the BPP website so that Menu headers are clickable. This
includes About, Results, Participants, Resources, BPP Stats,
Bibliography, and Contact.
Several webpages have been updated on the BPP site over the past
month including: Newsletters, ObserverBios, and BPP News.
Alex Bloss, Mary Perlick, Stella Walsh and Judy Staberow have been
working with the BPP Office to rectify the observer card project and
move us one step close to a completed data set.

What We're Working to Bring You
We're continuing to work on the observer card data set, verifying
names and places for eventual input to the BPP database.
We're working on updating the slideshow on the BPP homepage.
Website updates are being made weekly to add content to the
website and fix broken links from outdated pages.

Observer of the Month

Edward Avery McIlhenny
Edward Avery "Ned" McIlhenny was the
son of Tabasco brand pepper sauce
inventor Edmund McIlhenny, and was a
Louisiana businessman, explorer, and
conservationist in his own right.
McIlhenny was born in 1872 on Avery
Island, Louisiana. Growing up, he was
educated by private tutors before
attending Dr. Holbrook's Military School
in Sing Sing (now Ossining), New York.
McIlhenny then went to Lehigh
University for college, where he joined
Phi Delta Theta fraternity. He soon
dropped out of school to join Frederick
Cook's 1894 Arctic expedition as an
ornithologist. In 1897 he financed his
own Arctic expedition to Point Barrow,

Current Progress

Photograph by Crow Vecchio

Current Migration
Card Count:

893,232
Cards Transcribed Online

1,042,494
Cards Scanned

Quick Links

Register to become an
online transcriber

Become an office volunteer

USA-NPN

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the
USA-NPN which brings

together citizen scientists,
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators
and students of all ages to

monitor the impacts of
climate change on plants
and animals in the United

States.Learn More....
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Alaska, where he helped save over a
hundred stranded whaling fleet sailors including Japanese adventurer and
entrepreneur Jujiro Wada. In 1898, his brother John joined Teddy
Roosevelt's "Rough Riders," and so Edward Avery "Ned" McIlhenny
assumed the presidency of the family business, manufacturing Tabasco
Sauce. His tenure lasted 51 years and in that time he expanded the
company, making turning it from a local success to a country-wide
household name.
McIlhenny is also touted for saving the Louisiana population of Snowy
egrets from the brink of extinction. At the time there was a high demand
for the egret feathers for use in women's hats. In order to protect the
Louisiana's snowy egrets he ventured into the swamp, caught eight young
egrets and raised them in a cage over the small lake on the island. They
grew, mated, and flew away, returning the next year. McIlhenny
unknowingly had created Louisiana's first wildlife preserve.
McIlhenny had many interests besides the family business including
exploration, writing poetry, hunting and horticulture.

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ------ ---
We are in need of volunteer help to put these write-ups together. If you
are interested, please contact the BPP.

Picture of George Pegg from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Edward_Avery_McIlhenny

Resources for biography include:
http://www.nytimes.com/1998/01/23/style/23iht-sauce.t.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Avery_McIlhenny
http://www.metnews.com/articles/2004/reminiscing102104.htm
Thank you, Robert Turk for suggesting this BPP Observer.

Trivia
Last month's trivia question, "What is the smallest bird in the world?" was
correctly answered first by Vincent Wardhaugh with Bee humingbird.

The correct answer was also sent in by: Chan Robbins, Chris Eberly, Crow
Vecchio, Judy Staberow, Mary Small, Judith O'Neale, Barbara Bruce, Phil
Hicks, Judd Patterson, Stella Walsh, Janice Devine, Roberto Arias, Rosane
Guimaraes, Bill Heck, and Bob Hartman (who even went the extra length
to say male Bee Humingbird!). 

This month's trivia question is: What bird species has the nickname Bee
Martin?

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a
correct answer will receive a BPP prize!

Photograph by John Paul
Benante

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints, please contact me.

Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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