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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird 
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global climate 

change and how it is affecting bird populations across North America

Announcement
●     BPP webpages E-Newsletters and Observer Bios have been updated. 
●     Remember that we now have a new Volunteer Training Manual and 

updated FAQ.  You can access it through the main menu under Resources--
Training Manual, on the left-side panel of the v4 Data Entry Page and 
under Help on the transcription page after log-in.  

●     Our Terms Of Use has been moved under Results on the website's main 
menu. 

●     Jessica attended the Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information 
Managers Conference and Annual Meeting mid-October where she gave a 
presentation on The North American Bird Phenology Program.

●     Jessica attended the American Bird Conservancy's Roundtable for Migratory 
Bird Conservation on October 24th. 

●     Please keep transcribing New York cards- we still need them!  

What We're Working to Bring You
●     BPP volunteer, Isabelle Doucet, is working with the BPP Office to update 

our volunteer training videos and adding a troubleshooting section to our 
new training manual.  

●     The BPP office, with the help of volunteer Janice Devine and intern Dohoon 
Kim, are cleaning-up the observer dataset before it is released and added 
to our database.   

●     We are working to keep the webpages up-to-date, by adding content, 
keeping all links functional and secure, and providing assistance as needed.

Volunteer of the Month 

Judy Staberow 
 
I am honored to be chosen as 
'Volunteer of the Month'. I grew up 
in the suburbs of Chicago. Silent 
Spring by Rachel Carson influenced 
my interest in environmental 
issues in the 60's which led to bird 
watching. 50 odd years later, I am 
amazed at the changes in the bird 
populations in the Chicago area, 
some good and some bad. I 
needed something to do in 
retirement, transcribing for BPP, 
even if only an hour a day, suited 
me perfectly. Jessica Zelt should 
be honored for taking on this 
massive project. Perhaps what we 
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learn from the past will help us in the future.

Observer of the Month
Thomas A. Imhof 
 
Thomas A. Imhof was born on April 1, 1920 in Brooklyn, New York. He began to 
bird seriously when only a teenager and began bird banding at age 19. He 
graduated from St. John's University, New York, with a B.S. in Biology. Imhof then 
went onto Army duty during World War II, entering the Army Reserve and rising 
to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. After the war, he took a position as a chemist at 
U.S. Steel in Fairfield Alabama. Imhof worked there for 37 years before retiring. 
Though Imhof's work with birds was not his career, he made a substantial impact 
in our understanding of birds of the southeastern U.S., authoring Alabama Birds in 
1962. Imhof was also the Regional Editor for Audubon Field Notes and American 
Birds from 1960 to 1989, a Christmas Bird Count compiler for almost 50 years, 
and a coordinator and participant of the Breeding Bird Survey. Imhof was also a 
member of the AOU since 1946. 
 

        

  

THE AUK, 113(3):684-685, 1996 
IN MEMORIAM: THOMAS A. IMHOF, 1920-1995 

JEROME A. JACKSON
Information for the biography and picture were collected from the following 

resources:
 Amazon.com  

    We are in need of volunteer help to put these write-ups together. If you are 

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the USA-
NPN which brings together 

citizen scientists, 
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators and 
students of all ages to 
monitor the impacts of 

climate change on plants and 
animals in the United States. 
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interested, please contact the BPP.    

Trivia

Last month's trivia question was, "The first pink flamingo lawn ornament was 
created based on an image in what magazine?" 

 
The correct answer, sent in by Barbara Curry, was National Geographic. The 

answer was also submitted by: Rosane Guimaraes, Patrick Johnson and Mary Small. 
 

This month's trivia question: What former secretary of state was a famous birder? 
 

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a correct 
answer will receive a BPP prize! 

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions or complaints, please contact me.
Sincerely,  
 
Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program 
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center   

Picture by Petrina Vecchio

mailto:jzelt@usgs.gov
mailto:jzelt@usgs.gov
mailto:jzelt@usgs.gov

	Local Disk
	N.A. Bird Phenology Program E-Newsletter


