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Last month's trivia
question was: What bird
is native to the
Galapagos Islands and
got its common name
from feeding on the blood
of other birds? The
answer, Vampire Finch
was first answered
correctly by Mary Small. 

Bonnie Ingram, Howard
Gratz, Henry Rosenthal,
Jade Hems, Barbara
Curry, and Gary
Randolph also sent in the
correct answer.

This month's trivia
question is: In a letter to
his daughter sent in

ANNOUNCEMENTS
-- The BPP is soliciting new participants through
state ornithological societies around the country.
Mailings are being sent out with posters and fact
sheets for distribution. Those that are involved with
their state bird groups, please help spread the
word.
-- Zelt et al. submitted, Long-term Trends in Avian Migration Arrival
and Departure Dates for the State of New York, for USGS internal
review.
-- An article titled, "The Futurist," about Coordinator Jessica Zelt and
the BPP, has been published in the November/December Issue of
Audubon Magazine.
-- Webpage updates have been made to the following pages:
Newsletter, Observer Bios, Press, Coordinators, and Related Links.

WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON
-- A few participants have alerted the BPP office of
inaccurate counts on our Charts page. If you
experience this problem, please let us know.
Additional information will help us address the
issue.
-- Participants in the BPP office are continuing a
long-term project compiling a complete list of observers.

PARTICIPANT OF THE MONTH
DAVID L. GORSLINE

I'm an applications software
developer in Reston, Virginia, in
the Washington, D.C. suburbs. I
haven't been birding all that long,
only about 20 years. I recently
earned a certificate in natural
history field studies, and I've
become quite interested in plants,
so it's best to call me a Swiss army knife naturalist. Fairfax County's
Huntley Meadows Park maintains and monitors nest boxes for Wood
Duck and Hooded Mergansers, so that's one of my projects every
spring. I'm on the board of the Friends of the Migratory Bird/Duck
Stamp, an organization that promotes sales of the Migratory Bird
Hunting and Conservation Stamp; funds raised by the Stamp help
expand the National Wildlife Refuge System. My favorite birding story
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1784, Benjamin Franklin
suggested what bird
would an appropriate
national symbol for the
newly independent United
States?

Send your answer in to
Jessica. First correct
answer wins a BPP prize.

USA-NPN

The USA-NPN brings
together citizen scientists,
government agencies,
non-profit groups,
educators and students
of all ages to monitor the
impacts of climate
change on plants and
animals in the United
States.

features an American Dipper, a snowy forest in the Sierra Nevada,
and Christmas Eve.

I began volunteering for the BPP in the summer of 2010. My
participation has been, shall we say, irruptive: I recently transcribed
my 5,000th card.

I'm a big fan of citizen science projects past and present, and I take
any opportunity I can to talk up the Bird Phenology Program.
"Crowdsourcing" is a trendy buzzword that dismays some people, but
digital transcription of scientific data--the blending of technology and
smart, trained people to make century-old observations of nature
available electronically to anyone on the planet--is one of the
astonishing things that have come about in my lifetime.

On a parallel track, I've been learning more about the lives and works
of ornithologists and other naturalists of the 19th and 20th centuries.
I've expanded the Wikipedia articles on scientists like Florence
Merriam Bailey and Robert Ridgway, so it's always a treat for me to
see one of their observation cards appear in my queue.

OBSERVER OF THE MONTH
GALE WENDELL MONSON

Gale Wendell Monson was born in
Munich, North Dakota, on August
1, 1912 and was raised on a
wheat farm near Argusville, just
north of Fargo. It was on the farm
that Gale's interest in the natural
world began. Around the age of 12
he began a journal to record his
bird sightings which he continued
with few interruptions over the
next eighty years. This passion
followed him to North Dakota State
University in Fargo where he
attended college. Gale was awe
inspired by the Sonoran Desert
and spent the bulk of his life's
work there. He contributed greatly
to the area's study. His interest was primarily in ornithology though he
had an immense appreciation for the natural world in its entirety.
In 1934, Gale moved to Arizona where he worked as a biologist
Papago (now Tohono O'Odham) and Navajo tribal lands, as well as
for the Soil Conservation Service in Arizona and New Mexico. In 1940
until 1969 (except from 1942 to 1945 spent stationed in China, Burma
and India in the Army during WWII) he worked for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at refuges in New Mexico and Havasu and Imperial
National Wildlife Refuges on the Colorado River, and on the Kofa and
Cabeza Prieta Game Ranges in Arizona. During this time he authored
a number of articles on the status of birds along the lower Colorado
River and other areas in Arizona which were published in the The Auk
and The Condor. From 1971 to 1977, Gale served the Arizona-Sonora
Desert Museum as the supervisor in charge of weekends, holidays
and as acting director in the absence of the director.
Gale is best known as one of the authors of The Birds of Arizona
(1964), The Desert Bighorn (1980), The Annotated Checklist of
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Arizona Birds (1981), The Birds of Sonora (1998), as well as the
editor of the Southwest Region for American Birds from 1948 until
1963. During the 1970s and '80s, Gale tirelessly collected rare bird
photos by soliciting birders and maintained the photo file in the
University of Arizona Bird Collection. Thanks to his effort, many rare
species were documented during that time. In the late 90's Gale
moved to Albuquerque to be closer to family and passed away there,
on February 19, 2012.
Resources for this biography include:
Hubbard, J. P., Johnson, R. R. 2013. In Memoriam: Gale Wendell
Monson, 1912-2012. The Auk, 130(4), 810-811.
Larson, Mark W. "Gale W. Monson." Arizona Field Ornithologists, 21
Mar. 2012. Web. 28 Nov. 2014.
Larson, Mark W. "Tributes to Gale W. Monson." Arizona Field
Ornithologists, 21 Mar. 2012. Web. 28 Nov. 2014.
"Gale Wendell Monson Obituary." Arizona Daily Star, 4 Mar. 2012.
Web. 28 Nov. 2014.

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or
complaints, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Jessica Zelt 
Program Coordinator 
North American Bird Phenology Program 
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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