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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global

climate change and how it is affecting bird populations across
North America

Announcements and 
What We're Working to Bring You

Our press release, "Bird migration milestone: One million records
show change over time" went out this morning! It has been posted
to the Press page and can be viewed by clicking here. It is also
featured on the front page of the USGS website.
BPP participant Robert Turk has updated the following webpages on
the BPP website: Press, Newsletters, and Observer Bios.
The My Stats bar on the transcription page is being modified to
provide additional information to the user.
We are working to keep all webpages up-to-date by adding
content, making sure all links are functional and ensuring all pages
are easy to find and use.

A Special Note From Chandler Robbins
Chan Robbins was the last coordinator of the Bird
Phenology Program while bird migration records were
still being actively collected. As part of our 1 million
celebration, Chan documented the history of the
program which we have added to our website. His story
provides details on the previous coordinators, why
certain notes appear on the bird migration cards, and
how the records were used in editions of the AOU
Checklist of North American Birds and Bent's Life
Histories of North American Birds. To read the story in
its entirety, please go to: History of the BPP Cards,
Chandler Robbins. 

Volunteer of the Month
Leyla Kocaoglu
My name is Leyla and I am obsessed with
birds. All birds. Anything with feathers! It has
been this way since I was a little girl. My
mother told me that by the time I was 4 years
old, I had a shoe box full of feathers I had
collected. She has a picture of me at the age
of 2, squatting down, holding a feather in my
tiny fingers with the biggest grin on my face.

I can remember when I was very young,
around 4 or 5 years of age, begging my
mother to let me fill the bird feeder that she had hanging outside the
living room window. I can remember asking her what those red brown
streaked birds were (House finches). Or the sparrows with the masked
grey heads, black beaks and bibs (House sparrows). I insisted on being the
one to fill the feeder everyday.

Around age 5, I contracted pneumonia and was in bed for what seemed
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USA-NPN

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the
USA-NPN which brings

together citizen scientists,
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators
and students of all ages to

monitor the impacts of
climate change on plants
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like forever. At one point I was very ill and a flock of about 25 crows
landed on the roof and yard. According to the Native American elder across
the street, they had come to heal me and that I had Crow/Raven
medicine. Soon after I was out of bed. I don't know if it was the crows
that healed me, or my need to fill that bird feeder!

This only fueled my bird obsession even further. I became obsessed with
bird flight. Oh, to watch the giant vultures open their wings and just alight
on their wings with no effort, to leave the bounds of the Earth's gravity to
soar, tumble and twirl in the skies! The next obvious path for me became
the need to fly! I told my mother at age 13 that I was going to learn to fly
a plane before I even got my drivers license! Well, it didn't quite happen in
that order, but by 20 years old, I was soloing in a small private plane. I
had been in airplanes before, but never at the helm. I was finally flying,
effortlessly over the land!

Over the years my Life List of birds has grown to over 110 species and I
visit as many wildlife refuges as I can. The Bosque Del Apache and the
Bitter Lakes in New Mexico are both on my travels to see birds. Although I
will admit, I need to work on my waterbird identification skills.

We live directly beneath one of the off shoots of the Central Flyway of the
Sandhill Cranes. As they head south toward Texas, some of them turn
west and head toward the Bosque Del Apache for the winter. So each fall
in late October, early November, the cranes fly by the thousands over head
toward the Bosque. My hubby and I wait and listen to be the first one to
spot or hear them honking on their migration west. Our necks get sore
from watching them cross this big sky, but our ears never tire of their
sounds. About this time I tell him it is time to fuel up the car. I will be 54
years old this year and I still have birds to add to my life list at the
Bosque Del Apache!

Observer of the Month
Minna Anthony Common
Minna Anthony Common was born in 1882. Her mother died of diphtheria
when Minna was only five weeks old. Her father, Paul Anthony, brought
her to Watertown, New York to be raised by her paternal grandmother
Amelia Brown Anthony. Growing up, Minna attended and graduated from
Watertown High School in 1899. Following high school, she spent the next
four years as a first grade teacher at the Brownville-Glen Park school and
tutored children on the side.
In June of 1904 Minna married James Allison Common. She and her
husband resided in Potsdam, New York and then in the city of Watertown.
They spent summers at Thousand Island Park. The Commons had six
children Faith, Robert, June, Catherine, Ruth and Vera.
Minna Anthony Common's interest in nature was cultivated while at
Thousand Island Park where her summer courses were conducted. One of
Common's teachers was Anna Botsford Comstock, a professor at Cornell
University, and it was from her that she received formal education in
nature studies. After several summers Common laid out a mile and a half
nature trail on a densely wooded hill behind her cottage. The trail, named
"Rock Ridges Nature Trail" still exists today.
Mrs. Common was also a talented painter though she had no formal
training. In 1947 she wrote and illustrated her first article for the Farm
and Garden section of the Watertown Daily Times. Until her death in 1950,
she contributed two articles each week, one on birds and one on flowers.
Her nature articles had been published in the Watertown Daily Times, the
New York Times, the Herald Tribune, the Christian Science Monitor, and
magazines such as Bird Lore and Audubon.
Mrs. Common had been the official Federal Bird Observer for the Jefferson
County area and kept the National Fish and Wildlife Service informed of
bird migrations (now the current Bird Phenology Program). She also
conducted the yearly local bird census for the Audubon Society and the
North Country Bird Club, which she founded.

and animals in the United
States.Learn More....

Eastern bluebird by John Paul
Benante
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Sources used for this biography include:
Coe, Margaret. "Two Uncommon Women: Mother and Daughter, Naturalists
and Artists." American Association of University Woman. 27 March 2014.
Web. Accessed 28 March 2014.

Associated Press. "Catherine Johnson, 90, artist, newspaper matriarch."
The Boston Globe. 16 September 2004. Web. Accessed 28 March 2014.

Trivia
Last month's trivia question was: What species has the local name,
"Shuffler." Answer: Greater scaup

The trivia question was answered first by Chris Eberly. The correct answer
was also sent in by Bonnie Ingram, Veronica Natividad, Robert Hartman
and Donna Lux Hooker.

This month's trivia question was sent in by Phil Hicks. What bird would one
associate with 'Angry William'?

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a
correct answer will receive a BPP prize!

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints, please contact me.

 
Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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