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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global Current Progress

climate change and how it is affecting bird populations across
North America

Announcements from the Past Month

« Office volunteer, Robert Turk made updates to the BPP webpages
including Newsletters, Observer Bios, and Featured Photos.
« A new version of Data Download page has been developed and

uploaded to the BPP website. Spotted sandpiper by Crow

« On June 6th, Jessica Zelt participated in a citizen science pilot YR
project for Fairfax Co. Schools in VA to teach elementary school . .
students about biological monitoring. Current Migration
« On June 9th, Jessica Zelt participated in an Our Task event to teach Card Count:
a group of selected high school students from around the country a 260,678
day-long "Global Thinking 101" course. Cards Validated
and Available for Download
1,006,532
o o Cards Transcribed Online
What We're Working to Bring You 1,042,494

Cards Scanned
« We are developing a webpage for those who download data and
want to view the original bird migration cards. Quick Links

« New visualizations are being created for the Visualizations and
Charts webpages. Register to become an
« A new chart is in development where user's "milestones of the online transcriber

month" will be viewable on the Charts page. The chart will highlight
participants who transcribe certain numbers of cards online. Handles Become an office volunteer
will be used for user privacy.

Like us on Facebook l

Participant of the Month
Jeremy Ross USA-NPN

Bird migration has always
been a personal fascination
since my time growing up on
the Canadian prairies. Soon
after the crystalline depths of
winter had thawed into the
flows of spring would we be
inundated with pulse after USA-NPN

pulse of waterfowl, waders, The BPP is part of the
and songbirds to fill our yet USA-NPN which brings
ice-ringed ponds and budding  together citizen scientists,
trees. Appreciation for this government agencies, non-
was instilled in me by my profit groups, educators
Grandfather, Tryggvi, who and students of all ages to
was himself a 'snowbird’ that wintered in Arizona and summered in monitor the impacts of
Manitoba. Though experiences working with Ducks Unlimited and my climate change on plants
studies at Brandon University and graduate school at Bowling Green State and animals in the United
University | learned much about the why, how, and where of North States.Learn More....

American bird migration. | continue to study this phenomenon as a
Postdoctoral Research Associate with the Oklahoma Biological Survey at the
University of Oklahoma. Here | examine the migration phenology of
grassland and savanna birds using a variety of marking, remote-sensing,
and modeling techniques. | contribute a proportion of my free time to
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transcribing cards for the North American Bird Phenology Program, as this
is an incredible source of historical information which I and fellow
ornithologists could use to evaluate long-term shifts in migration
phenology and species ranges. | have been particularly inspired to
transcribe and examine thousands of data cards from my beloved Lark
Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) in search of evidence of East-West
differences in autumnal dispersal potentially linked to a fascinating
phenomenon known as 'molt-migration’. | am grateful to all fellow
volunteers who are opening these invaluable data to the digital generation.
And we are all indebted to the original data recorders, many of whom were
women that were otherwise underrepresented in the scientific community
during their time. It is a fine legacy that their contributions to science are
still echoing today.

Observer of the Month
Wilfred Hudson Osgood

Wilfred Hudson Osgood was born
in Rochester, New Hampshire on
December 8, 1875, the oldest
- child of a family of watchmakers.
In 1888, his family moved to
California and Wilfred went to
study in Santa Clara and San
» Jose. He founded and became the
4 first president of the Cooper
4| Ornithological Club of California.
Wilfred spent one year teaching at
% a school in Arizona before moving
=1 to Stanford University to earn his
AB degree. At only 22 years old,
| he then started working for the
Bureau of Economic Ornithology
and Mammalogy, of the United
# States Department of Agriculture.
" Wilfred was in charge of biological
investigation in Canada. This
group later became the Bureau of
Biological Survey under Clinton
Hart Merriam. In 1909 he moved
1 to the Field Museum of Natural
History in Chicago, where he was
assistant curator of mammology and ornithology from 1909 to 1921, and
curator of zoology from 1921 to 1940. He went on collection expeditions
throughout North and South America. Wilfred also traveled with Louis
Agassiz Fuertes to Ethiopia in the 1920s. Wilfred published The Mammals
of Chile (1943) and co-wrote Artist and Naturalist in Ethiopia (1936).
During Wilfred's lifetime he became associated with many notable
biological associations. He was a fellow of the American Academy for the
Advancement of Science and of the American Ornithologists' Union,
secretary of the Biological Society of Washington (1900-09), a
corresponding member of the London Zoological Society and the British
Ornithologists' Union, a member (president 1924-26) of the American
Society of Mammalogists, a member and trustee of the Chicago Zoological
Society, an associate member of the Boone and Crocket Club, a member
of the Geographic Society of Chicago, and a member of the biology division
of the National Research Council from 1919 to 1920. Wilfred Hudson
Osgood died on June 20, 1947. He never married or had children.
Sources:
Sanborn, C. C. (1948). "Wilfred Hudson Osgood: 1875-1947". Journal of
Mammalogy 29 (2): 95-112.
Schmidt, K. P. (1950). "Wilfred Hudson Osgood, 1875-1947". The Auk 67
(2): 183-189.
Perry, Matt. "Wilfred Hudson Osgood." Patuxent Wildlife Research Center.
Website: http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/resshow/perry/bios/OsgoodWilfred.htm
Image of Wilfred Hudson Osgood from Wikipedia.org

Connecting Special-Needs High School

Eastern bluebird by John Paul
Benante
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Graduates to USGS Science

BPP Participant, Jacob Mirda has
transcribed 27,055 records and
currently ranks 23rd on the BPP's
"Top Transcribers™ Chart. Even more
remarkable, he accomplished this in
less than three months' time. As
y ecosystems communications specialist
% and Jacob's supervisor, Dawn Childs
has kept the BPP informed on Jacob's
progress with the program and his
jaw-dropping achievements.
Jacob participates with the BPP as
part of the FCPS Secondary Transition
to Employment Program (STEP)
program. This partnership, initially
formed in 2007 by Dulles
- International Airport, inspired by a
similar program at Reagan National
Airport, ascended into a partnership between Fairfax County Public Schools
(FCPS) and local businesses, including the USGS. The partnership connects
students earning Special or Modified diplomas to career training on job
sites. The students, ages 18-22, enjoy classroom instruction on job skills,
independent living skills, technology, and job seeking. Students also
receive community-based instruction and training in a professional
workplace, where they learn office behavior and culture, work skills, and
practice self-advocacy.
This year six students are working across USGS in a variety of disciplines
and specialties -- ecosystems, human resources, libraries, and security.
The North American Bird Phenology Program has been a good fit for STEP,
which is accessible online from work or home and allows students and
families to work together.
For more information about the USGS-STEP Partnership, contact Melody
Sutherland, Supervisor HR Specialist-Human Capital, 703-648-7471,
msutherl@usgs.gov.
For more information on Fairfax County Public Schools STEP, contact Susan
Jones, Career Skills Teacher, 703-222-8100, swjones@fcps.edu.

Trivia
Last month's trivia question was: The Blackpoll warbler, which nest in the

Northern States, makes a 2,300-mile nonstop migration across the
Atlantic. How many hours does this migration take? Answer: 86-88 hours

The trivia question was answered first by Patrick Johnson. The correct
answer was also sent in by Roger Lark, Donna Lux Hooker, Chris Eberly
and Barbara Curry.

This month's trivia question is: Which indigenous bird is found in the
highest numbers throughout the USA, according to the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology?

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a
correct answer will receive a BPP prize!

s always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints, please contact me.

Jessica Zelt

Program Coordinator

North American Bird Phenology Program

U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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