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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird 
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global climate 

change and how it is affecting bird populations across North America

Announcement
●     Thanks to volunteer assistance, many New York cards have been 

transcribed but we still need more! If you would like to help us with an 
upcoming research study, please filter your selection on the transcription 
screen for New York migration cards. Thank you in advance! 

●     Jessica will be presenting a poster at the 5th North American Ornithological 
Conference in Vancouver, British Columbia on August 16th and 17th. If you 
are planning to attend, be sure to stop by and say hello!  

●     Volunteer Isabelle Doucet is revamping the BPP training materials. Keep an 
eye on the Help button on our transcription page for changes. 

●     Transcription of the observer card dataset has been completed. The BPP 
office with the help of volunteer Janice Devine we are cleaning-up the 
dataset before it is released.   

●     Webpages BPP News, Notable Cards, and Observer Bios have been updated.

What We're Working to Bring You
●     We are looking into updating the transcription training video. 
●     We are working to keep the webpages up-to-date, by adding content, 

keeping all links functional and secure, and providing assistance as 
needed. 

Volunteer of the Month 
Rosane Guimaraes 
 
I found out about the Bird 
Phenology Program when reading 
an online magazine Wired and the 
words 'bird' and 'volunteer' 
picked my interest. After landing 
on BPP site I was hooked. I love 
nature. I love animals, and birds 
are special to me. It's a privilege 
volunteering on this project which 
gives me the opportunity to learn 
how delicate nature truly is.
 
I grew up in Brazil and during my 
childhood I had different pets--
dogs, roosters, chickens, guinea 
pigs, but birds were my favorite. And thinking of it now, I believe my love for 
birds came from my dad who had a large selection of canaries in our backyard. 
Swimming, biking, camping and playing volleyball are some of my favorite 
outdoors activities so I am constantly observing birds. On the beach, the 
sandpipers and the seagulls are adorable to watch.  
 

Current Progress 

Picture by Petrina Vecchio

Current Migration 
Card Count: 

 
2,858

Online Volunteers 
 

658,881
Cards Transcribed Online

   
4    

Office Volunteers 
 

1,042,494
Cards Scanned 

Quick Links
Register to become an online 

transcriber 
 

Become an office volunteer  
 

BPP News 
 

 

USA-NPN

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtTLDUQf5JhqlMYDhqlW1Gak2PT3IjS4fkg8iIN6LRBaEdLOx9ywT8sH789Wwl5ZEihhlpqIBZf0x1Ul5gGUdAFcSfBdCcAsNh9dsnHTJfjdLzKNBoalBLZ4gWyK8Jlu6N4OZH3EcJSONZWMr1ic1vtwo64xtm8QFbPrXv37bg4FwlBXCc0M_tiXlIVD0h6Vl2YclsOME0n1EpNKkRVn3qPJsX5eiDKAbGjnaTm36BMYBDtjfmpLBkk7LvZ_1lTgJqF9W5T2D4k72hv5MqB-hvK9CuY-l63ZOlk=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtTKm88Q62RSAxWMQH9NdgwYD3HLKWy58JvAJL_XFJfjDvbbOjYs5EG6ciqlTUwAL7ZeEayQMak-tD8AhKxp9N-jQ7EayD51-YqK9x5OcrLz_houBbhe8vApWiuY7bBjgDLG_eQuWIZ_xWg6mzAlYIOSkYKoWGWNZpIC1WT-CovtLEa39Hm0W8zNf9vu7rIngdp8cbojK8OgwYa9XpF-bIhMheZy1kZx5k0hSK09ey4yOJInB5je49Kbce8y3C1l5kfrBay925F10UM2Y12KX3DDSZSgICQ61JOLdNzdOBD60A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtQQ0BouFozLFCjTErq7C2MYfQvHeXumaJDyAKimOWR50vxBZu0Pjo21XrB--HdXCnVl7Iao_004IVuca66yugzarVi9CxpHiNnPok7UNyambrlleV96964nU3gFUa85aTrZ1oc0yQUXFz5UWYW2BE8C-454QAzoLCH49eS8BcuTPChgYZsTZCx0Qukil2HLxGZQhX06wpjnF2fDQ5STjfDIx9VEgtUnkelhS0AjcEHuHl4OkVqzKUVHzSvRLhzZ7kyWyma0QD0xVYGFJZ4HIx5Xl1K8mHr1heiyQg43MzBK2Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtTajBCEvZrhM_f8AF3QAB6u6q4W_DhG85QYRJRDzfEE5gNRR3Bc79NL9rVUrC41FPBNbk60fcM5MoeWOjTTN52B5K8sVXy1tq1AyqwmpvXkA55BB3E56hC_dgPT7-7mL8ihgp6c5GGfH426Adx6Br_0bFervu1fX95wcpeE1xuUfro9kNtgGE0-IfWFI0HZ3vuDn170ytN7QcTfDHa-1Gez30MS5BmB9Fd4nd2H4UGZZCLMeqcIzYJzv9Agp5oMiCvf7gTITBqHXlrJ5ZurhDwyvvLsYBf9UM0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtTajBCEvZrhM_f8AF3QAB6u6q4W_DhG85QYRJRDzfEE5gNRR3Bc79NL9rVUrC41FPBNbk60fcM5MoeWOjTTN52B5K8sVXy1tq1AyqwmpvXkA55BB3E56hC_dgPT7-7mL8ihgp6c5GGfH426Adx6Br_0bFervu1fX95wcpeE1xuUfro9kNtgGE0-IfWFI0HZ3vuDn170ytN7QcTfDHa-1Gez30MS5BmB9Fd4nd2H4UGZZCLMeqcIzYJzv9Agp5oMiCvf7gTITBqHXlrJ5ZurhDwyvvLsYBf9UM0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtTajBCEvZrhM_f8AF3QAB6u6q4W_DhG85QYRJRDzfEE5gNRR3Bc79NL9rVUrC41FPBNbk60fcM5MoeWOjTTN52B5K8sVXy1tq1AyqwmpvXkA55BB3E56hC_dgPT7-7mL8ihgp6c5GGfH426Adx6Br_0bFervu1fX95wcpeE1xuUfro9kNtgGE0-IfWFI0HZ3vuDn170ytN7QcTfDHa-1Gez30MS5BmB9Fd4nd2H4UGZZCLMeqcIzYJzv9Agp5oMiCvf7gTITBqHXlrJ5ZurhDwyvvLsYBf9UM0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtTLDUQf5JhqlMYDhqlW1Gak2PT3IjS4fkg8iIN6LRBaEdLOx9ywT8sH789Wwl5ZEihhlpqIBZf0x1Ul5gGUdAFcSfBdCcAsNh9dsnHTJfjdLzKNBoalBLZ4gWyK8Jlu6N4OZH3EcJSONZWMr1ic1vtwo64xtm8QFbPrXv37bg4FwlBXCc0M_tiXlIVD0h6Vl2YclsOME0n1EpNKkRVn3qPJsX5eiDKAbGjnaTm36BMYBDtjfmpLBkk7LvZ_1lTgJqF9W5T2D4k72hv5MqB-hvK9CuY-l63ZOlk=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtTKm88Q62RSA9_hpOi9DD5DUt_1Aw0cX8xa9bAgOKZ6xllMUOAFVPlVIPq7o5pkR14fgv_TC8eE_NieaFVzd9keR4QT5V7McAfkU2IrOorW9xgn6BdFPFycmhbwKi5FG999iPh6KEo7culXfIh1dlY_ZO9iUP36BhXXgIjZI3J83_V7cdVpGEN4MuMg8jk6IsGSbmCBmmfviLOftTRCWYkbN45_Z2oLrDSS55cpgWC4ShDx7641KJExVPuqEUfoR7siUzO-61wgva-22FnrgFw9yS8DOXkoEWljHXnPkwWFzw==


Occasionally a red-headed woodpecker is working at the palm tree in my parking 
lot. And at home, I have my very own Zebra Finch which species I very fond of. I 
love its singing, its truly unique notes, and not to mention those bright red 
cheeks. So, when I'm not working, or not transcribing, I'm outside enjoying 
nature and the birds.

Observer of the Month
Arthur Cleveland Bent     
 
Arthur Cleveland Bent was born on November 25, 1866, the son of William Henry 
Bent and Harriet Fellowes Hendee Bent. He was a lifelong resident of Taunton, 
Massachusetts, living as an adult diagonally across the street from his childhood 
home. After his mother passed away when he was only 6 years old, his father, 
seeing his frail son growing up, decided to start taking his son on nature walks to 
improve his health. Father and son would take long walks in the Taunton, as well 
as the neighboring towns of Rehobeth and Fall river. This is where Bent's passion 
for birds and nature began.
 
Bent was formally educated at the Bristol Academy as an adolescent and went on 
to attend Harvard College where he graduated, with honorable mention, a A.B. 
degree in 1889. From there he put his business degree to good use, working in 
banking before moving to positions in the cotton industry and as an executive in 
the utilities business. The height of his career came in 1892 when he and John 
Scott purchased the Plymouth Electric Light Company from General Electric for 
$87,500-in notes with company bonds as collateral. In the panic of 1893, the 
Electric Light Company defaulted on its bonds and went bankrupt. John Scott 
passed away, causing Bent to buy out his interest in the company and assume the 
debt. Bent persuaded the General Electric Company to let him work out the 
situation, which he did. Later, in his sixties, after the sale of Plymouth interests, 
Bent was able to live on the income he had remaining and devote his life to 
ornithology.
 
On October 23, 1895, Bent married Rosalba Peale Smith, daughter of Professor 
Clement L. Smith, a former Dean of Harvard College. After a few months, they 
moved from Plymouth to Taunton where Bent became super-intendant assistant 
and later General Manager of the Mason Machine Works. He moved to Seamless 
Picket Co. in connection with the Whittier Cotton Mills where he was able to 
reduce his work hours to one day a week. In 1911, childless, the couple divorced.
 
In 1914, Bent married Madeleine Vincent Godfrey, who survived him, as did three 
married daughters, six grandchildren and three great grandchildren. The Bents 
were known in Taunton as being very tight-knit, unified family.
 
Though Bent's business career was very successful, it was his ornithological 
interest which defined him. As his fascination grew as an undergraduate in 
college, Bent drew in close correspondence to professional and academic 
ornithologists throughout his life. He grew a personal collection of bird specimens 
of almost 3,500 skins which are now housed at the Harvard's Museum of 
Comparative Zoology. As an oologist, he established an even more extensive 
collection of eggs, collecting over 30,000 which were later donated to the United 
States National Museum.
 
After many annual birding excursions Bent approached Spencer Baird of the 
Smithsonian Institution and offered to assume control of the Smithsonian series, 
Life Histories of North American Birds, after its founder, Charles Bendire, died in 
1897. Beginning what he called his "life's work" in 1910, Bent published eighteen 
volumes on birds between 1919 and 1953. After passing away in 1954 a 
nineteenth volume appeared under Bent's name. Two more volumes were later 
added by Warren Taber, using many notes, photographs and outlines left in Bent's 
collection.

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the USA-
NPN which brings together 

citizen scientists, 
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators and 
students of all ages to 
monitor the impacts of 

climate change on plants and 
animals in the United States. 

 
Learn More....

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtQHuv-I4oVD1KnacCxBCBHlzlA6taVJRfJOKcZyZx_tmYESckcXvniTXkjKxBrLaLKxuKhX6-9NXgkTMEb04kHz_bvzDpO2hrykYrpTmfHHmXBmGcv9ul3Fcr-19f_wriwMWDfd4pqfJjMyJRN0CKw58WZwSMPPht80Kyyf8ULGhhBwT8dlz5nlFBqD33i_bUZTuHfamJb6LQX-riR6Q7ATJup837u7e7-WZGLwXV0h4QdCddvQIU403KygG8NRlRI=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtQHuv-I4oVD1KnacCxBCBHlzlA6taVJRfJOKcZyZx_tmYESckcXvniTXkjKxBrLaLKxuKhX6-9NXgkTMEb04kHz_bvzDpO2hrykYrpTmfHHmXBmGcv9ul3Fcr-19f_wriwMWDfd4pqfJjMyJRN0CKw58WZwSMPPht80Kyyf8ULGhhBwT8dlz5nlFBqD33i_bUZTuHfamJb6LQX-riR6Q7ATJup837u7e7-WZGLwXV0h4QdCddvQIU403KygG8NRlRI=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtQHuv-I4oVD1KnacCxBCBHlzlA6taVJRfJOKcZyZx_tmYESckcXvniTXkjKxBrLaLKxuKhX6-9NXgkTMEb04kHz_bvzDpO2hrykYrpTmfHHmXBmGcv9ul3Fcr-19f_wriwMWDfd4pqfJjMyJRN0CKw58WZwSMPPht80Kyyf8ULGhhBwT8dlz5nlFBqD33i_bUZTuHfamJb6LQX-riR6Q7ATJup837u7e7-WZGLwXV0h4QdCddvQIU403KygG8NRlRI=


   

  

Information for the biography and picture were collected from the following 
resources:

Five College Archives & Manuscript Collections 
 Tabor, Wendell. 1955. In Memoriam: Arthur Cleveland Bent. Auk: 72 (332-339). 

Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History    
 

    We are in need of volunteer help to put these write-ups together. If you are 
interested, please contact the BPP.    

Trivia
Last month's trivia question was, "The Ford Motor Company based their design of 

what car on Louis Agassiz Fuertes' illustration of an Oriole?" 
 

The correct answer, sent in by Patrick Johnson, was the Lincoln Continental Two-
Passenger Semi-Collapsible Coupe.  

  
 

The answer was also sent in by Petrina Vecchio, Chris Eberly, Judy Reynolds, 
Valerie Knipping, Judy Staberow, Donna Lux Hooker, Jo Anna Gates, Rosane 

Guimaraes, and Janet Burnett. Thank you to all who participated! 
 

This month's trivia question: For over 62 years, what BPP observer was the 
longest known contributor to the BPP dataset, submitting migration records from 
Ohio, New York and Florida? Hint: His records went on to contribute to the first 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtQZ1-Gu2LKxKfRJZOs303s44Zp8g3HW0Q25OuGwuh1jjKeoyCcRCwtRSEjbC0ozMZWU3F8GhT4SVpaAP8jglCCDc8JfEZCosz9_89HpiJMaOzdRzqatC9_mZ1BuObiVlGax-DXXdoAmfAppuEfEEABYXpTcmJrTAsYHu3uomp9Q7IqrtToKLusQJIwCJgLBe0lRZ2jWUjF54Musb6jNQuRshw8qEYubADwTHTSjSwOC4kDfnMtIpqnExn4hHU-C4czxVDtTAWbj8FFVHDcatDJjqj0SNu9JBT1mStiki7Vo_tBmQVWIzSDnFWKG7YZ096TcyVKhMdbJ_w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtScd73tqAwqjdCXxR-L3CgZgHQD40nag7B2tzDRBdhZw81LAzS4FIZdgyDXmxQWw8iLDuRRxbcHJvcXSuPYhyJFe0aBmKR8jv8pxp2vU2q5h-NbHlCXFz_POiKXxUOXWq3lmZVRGmyCDq5q3X4o9OIvzcMDuHmy9Ne_HiA7UzUv9xXkcDbXT-Hac55fqNu0Z0Q6fAS2vqgV2_NlkSAeN6b2KpSZoZaht1iNSzPuCtr6z8p8obm_Ltm8V87-Ro5LqzDGZSVau4npghV3ifwCLue6WRGdAQd5oQhzR6M-O2tzmqkqnoPWaSDt
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtTGu2CrNdCEtbOoP3h08isPpGQN1N57I3KZYekheZi34BParY4XirFUvvtFLHK061rPeUYa7NGeJq0hWxTx3s_umsPDRzOvE7gE3BhUeFlayBjPHhRMdy5IsTf7dydolXqiQx1kT4kpJgnHbkUCv6nOg3MobLxvO7qGUYQRMKzSq3BPNlWT868-94W8oktSterAW9f1ft4M6hQDA8Qei9Yx2KJtzPMR5DXgcKvmp_7-Ps5HDQdiBj4h_TwxBkXf60WHzaQ_QOzO2MJ2WFfhIXpRoGcEFkEL4CsQ8NAmrg9oqt8w-qGmDZ9S6KsX6oF3xX0=
mailto:jzelt@usgs.gov


volume of Birds of New York by Elon Howard Eaton. 
 

Additional information for the June trivia question can be found here. 
 

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a correct 
answer will receive a BPP prize!    

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions or complaints, please contact me.
Sincerely,  
 
Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program 
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center   

Picture by Petrina Vecchio

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YPkvxAcAFtRcHf9D85NjR1_GlUB6aVKALo1_szWg1dBCQWaWxyD1WukHZeOMSzBUjT5V8tdPhD1WLqDTmkgv8zA1i-ChRvyREvfS4rGFmOtEzGNXgf77l6AwbdJtX7-yNPHKjXuYCQbKG314K2i0lxMl-rWHdDSv0E9kjvtnjF4kVDi6rT-oZ0BqVqSCRJqXPZ1e2CHaW962N_ft2DWGuEiCs2BBIvygf7V7i7ccSBx3SfIj5K13y13sR1-XwytfRdUvOZX_d486qt_ssquetdz-iTXffGxALuZKmfB-m7Dmrl5zBGfPVlJjPpqnH4uf0l1oTGfciUI=
mailto:jzelt@usgs.gov
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