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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird
Phenology Program is working to understand the scale of global

climate change and how it is affecting bird populations across
North America

Announcements
On February 8, 2014 we reached 1 million bird migration card
transcriptions. A press release is going out March 3, 2014 to
announce the milestone. The BPP will also be featured on the USGS
homepage. 
200,000 records are now available on the Data Download webpage
for viewing and download. Records will be added to this site as they
are verified by our validation system. 
Our transcription algorithm has been changed to allow for two
transcriptions of each card. Participants will notice many of the
states and species that were previously unavailable in the drop-
down lists are now open. (All cards must be transcribed twice by
two different participants before being validated through our
validation system.)
Office volunteer, Robert Turk has made several updates to the BPP
webpages including Newsletters, Observer Bios, and the secondary
pages. Thanks, Robert!

What We're Working to Bring You
The My Stats bar on the transcription page is being modified to
provide additional information to the user.  
A BPP volunteer satisfaction survey has been developed and will be
distributed after completing internal review by USGS. 
We are working to keep all webpages up-to-date by adding
content, making sure all links are functional and ensuring all pages
are easy to find and use. 

Volunteer of the Month
Winger West 

I began birding in New England as a kid with
my older brother, Dr. George West, who is a
professional birder, but didn't take it seriously
at the time. After college and 20 years in the
Army as an intelligence officer and
unfortunately no birding for that period of time,
I started taking my interest in birds more
seriously and since I retired in 2003, I go out
birding about once a week, mainly in Maryland
and Delaware.
 
Several years ago, when I saw the call from
Jessica for volunteers for the BPP on the
Maryland birding internet website, I joined up
and have enjoyed the ride ever since. I'm up to
transcribing 14,000 plus cards (no threat to
Stella Walsh at over 200,000 transcriptions.
Amazing!) Along the way, I've compiled an
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Winger looking at a Red-
cockaded Woodpecker in

North Carolina

Stanley G. Jewett (Center)

Observer's List (Excel spread sheet with the
observer's name, city and state) which contains
over 5400 entries and is available to all
transcribers at the BPP website. I'm also
compiling a list of alternate names for birds

found in North America which includes their common English name,
subspecies, old names, local names, etc. This list is up to 5800 entries and
is periodically sent to Jessica.
 
I'm hoping that after the 6 million plus cards are transcribed that they,
along with other records such as banding records, state census records,
Audubon Christmas counts, state records committee reports, etc, can be
integrated with the eBird records. That would provide future ornithological
researchers with over 170 years worth of observations! Once all of
"Jessica's Army" (we volunteers) have completed transcribing the 6 million
cards, there will be many other paper records to transcribe, so please
don't retire after you've finished this task.
 
Happy Birding. 

Observer of the Month
Stanley G. Jewett  
Stanley G. Jewett was born in
Fredericton, New Brunswick
on February 5, 1885. He
spent some time in California
as a young boy and moved to
the Pacific Northwest in 1902.
He worked for about a year
on a ranch on Government
Island in the Columbia River
just north of Portland. He
briefly left but returned in
1904 to Portland and
remained there until his death
in October 12, 1955.
 
Jewett held various jobs
during his first few years in
Portland but his real interest
was in wildlife, to which he
devoted all of his free time.
He was very well read but
gained most of his knowledge by being in the field. Beginning in 1910, he
worked for a few years for the Biological Survey during the summer
months, collecting in Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming and North Dakota. He also
worked for William L. Finely from 1912-1916, who at that time was the
state game director. The specimens that Jewett collected were last known
to be the property of the Oregon Game Commission.
 
He made one trip to South America with Dr. Wilfred H. Osgood, of the
Field Museum, to collect bird and mammal specimens from Venezuela and
Colombia.
 
In 1916, Jewett worked on several different assignments for the Biological
Survey and the Fish and Wildlife Service, always in the Pacific Northwest
region. He was assigned for many years to predator and pest control. In
1935, he was assigned to work on the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, a
project which cultivated a lifelong interest. Jewett continued to visit the
refuge in subsequent years whenever he could. After that assignment,
Jewett was made flyway biologist for the Fish and Wildlife Service, during
which he was responsible for collecting and consolidating flyway
information from Alaska to Mexico.
 
After Jewett's retirement, he continued his interest in wildlife by making a
number of trips throughout the Pacific Northwest, the Hudson Bay, Arizona
and New Mexico.

States.Learn More....

 

Eastern bluebird by John Paul
Benante

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016fZt4ZT9Bi6v3qcuqMrjgNx0kqqJSTbM0E2KI_LuUbPyUm158J2lOj_MiuIH6i03mXSLA6DKJVcq0-DD6dVRQ4AeAPPhcV6NJ2y_3WxqRTSg2SVXgFTMdFoRtNgUVItRunQiMx-tvm0r5kZkogoA8peJFdTksbUHWEa421eU_nLxw4qqE1dANpSWDVy4dR5wbfg1Eu-SE4yjLaE7lgJWxlv2JuLsep7bLknMoAOSWJDTGW13Wan4KQlNB9GUOb-D1h6aae4GxlmHwc9dNvn1k5MPUoKEJifJ5WMb5epjmNaDKAvUIYX8FmXcS-BJTRVnvRfZKSHCZxcWKlVT4D2VYA==&c=dFytXJq93vEH9PI6QfUxF7wDg4TiGLkL5-w2-TgRMumkebuPUWsu7Q==&ch=ODwmML77T1daS5Tr0whwNaUyhaKTTcpHNX1GJZUHykpnKW38IV9Gxw==


 
Sources used for this biography include:
   
In Memoriam: Stanley G. Jewett
Ira N. Gabrielson
The Murrelet , Vol. 36, No. 3 (Sep. - Dec., 1955) , pp. 32-34
Published by: Society for Northwestern Vertebrate Biology
Article Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/3534216

Picture courtesy of: The Oregon Encyclopedia 

Trivia
Last month's trivia question was: The bird mascot for this national football
team is also known as an Osprey. It is an efficient hunter, known for its
diet of live fish and ability to dive into water to catch them. What is its
other name, used by the NFL for this species? Answer: seahawk

The trivia question was answered first by Bill Heck. The correct answer
was also sent in by Dick Hoffman, John Habig, Barbara Curry, Veronica
Natividad, Howard Gratz, Cynthia Powers, Rosane Guimaraes, Crow
Vecchio, and Danny Bystrak.

This month's trivia question was sent in by Judy Reynolds. It is: What is
the species has the local name, "Shuffler?"

 

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a
correct answer will receive a BPP prize!

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints, please contact me.

 
 Jessica Zelt
 Program Coordinator
 North American Bird Phenology Program 
 U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center    

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016fZt4ZT9Bi6v3qcuqMrjgNx0kqqJSTbM0E2KI_LuUbPyUm158J2lOj_MiuIH6i03ducUOwjCSC6QoqxYAKNhZoq2jiDiFVdVz0IxJ6EKoJtTGEPIp9g-G5vPK5OLkbhY5iBul0ub0LddKC-mVqFCVBtNnqjzZE77jT2gNhvFuCFLFrgDxktyaglm2Xor45RnAbVI45RurrNR2oYJlMNW0VsGaYrZ2vKbPMVnfZp_rSjMxAzOO2ctSRJp5IjFbdzVAwXTc8f7Kgi9gNbGbFYtziJ51O4wyIo4tWLAmBExyTiOnvEKOyGKytmN2P9NjvviJeNIOSqGdqHVgknBuDG4MCtXW3cxjqXg&c=dFytXJq93vEH9PI6QfUxF7wDg4TiGLkL5-w2-TgRMumkebuPUWsu7Q==&ch=ODwmML77T1daS5Tr0whwNaUyhaKTTcpHNX1GJZUHykpnKW38IV9Gxw==
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