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With the help of volunteers worldwide, the North American Bird Phenology
Program is working to understand the scale of global climate change and

how it is affecting bird populations across North America

Happy Holidays from the BPP Office!
Many thanks to all of you who have contributed your time and energy to

the BPP this past year. Through your work transcribing, the records
originally collected by scientists, naturalists and citizens, are being given
life once again. Thank you also for the excitement and enthusiasm you

bring to participating in this momentous endeavor. It certainty is
infectious and makes my job really fun.

I wish you all a very warm holiday season and a happy new year.
Sincerely,

Jessica Zelt
BPP Program Coordinator

Year in Review: 2013 BPP Milestones
Website:

There were many improvements to the BPP website including a new
homepage slideshow, site map, secondary pages, revised charts, and
revisions to all our webpages.
Isabelle Doucet and Ed O'Brien revised our Training Manual and added on
Training Videos for quick and easy learning.
Robert Turk added a new interactive map on the Maps webpage to view
validated transcriptions.
Validate-O-Rama was revamped by Kevin Laurent and Yassine Kodad to
match and validate the transcriptions completed online and make them
ready for use in research studies.

Records:

40,000 New York records were transcribed, validated and are currently being
used in a paper for publication.
200,000 records were validated by the Validate-O-Rama system are are
ready for public release.
259,467 records were transcribed by our worldwide network of online
participants.
14,000 observer records were transcribed to compile a complete list of BPP
observers and the locations they made observations from.

Research:

Steven Hilburger, USGS Biologist, completed his Master's thesis at George
Mason University. "Spring Migration Phenology of Four North American
Insectivorous Bird Species In Relation To Climatic Variables" describes the
relationships between the timing of spring migration of four bird species and
eight environmental variables which could influence migration.
Jason Courter et al. published, "Assessing migration of Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds (Archilochus colubris) at broad spatial and temporal scales,"
in The Auk, January 2013 Issue. The paper, which analyzes a BPP data set,
gained national attention including the Huffington Post, US News & World
Report, AP Big Story, MSN News, ABC News, and Yahoo News.

Thank you to our participants, researchers, and collaborates for making these
milestones possible.

Announcements

Current Progress

Dark-eyed Junco by Crow
Vecchio

Current Migration
Card Count:

976,998
Cards Transcribed Online

1,042,494
Cards Scanned

Quick Links

Register to become an
online transcriber

Become an office volunteer 

USA-NPN

USA-NPN
The BPP is part of the USA-
NPN which brings together

citizen scientists,
government agencies, non-

profit groups, educators
and students of all ages to

monitor the impacts of
climate change on plants
and animals in the United

States.Learn More....
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HenryR@CA 33,000 cards
allens@ca 32,000 cards
JadeH@Texas 30,000 cards
RickB@Florida 29,000 cards
MaryP@IL 29,000 cards
PetV@WA 28,000 cards
DeniseN@NY 27,000 cards
TaraP@VA 27,000 cards
Shirley h@ca 26,000 cards
GeneH@SD 22,000 cards
AudreyM@CA 20,000 cards
MargaretM@CA 18,000 cards
LucyU@VA 18,000 cards
BillV@GA 17,000 cards
JaneG@MA 16,000 cards

JohnF@VA 16,000 cards
RobertoA@GA 16,000 cards
JeremyR@Ohio 14,000 cards
WorthingW@MD 13,000 cards
LeylaK@NM 12,000 cards
NanB@PA 11,000 cards
MarilynS@MO 11,000 cards
JamesN@NM 9,000 cards
DanL@KS 8,000 cards
DianaM@OK 7,000 cards
PaulS@AK 7,000 cards
BrandiL@CA 6,000 cards
JohnT@MI 6,000 cards
Janet A@NY 6,000 cards
AmyC@WA 6,000 cards

We are only 23,000 cards away from reaching ONE MILLION
TRANSCRIPTIONS!!! We're getting closer and closer to a huge
milestone for the BPP.
Office volunteer, Robert Turk has made several updates to the BPP
webpages including Featured Photos, Newsletters, Observer Bio, Training
Manual and adding slides to the homepage.
Winger West's Bird Observer List has just been updated on the BPP website.
This can be used as a reference when transcribing bird migration cards. To
view or download this list, go to our Training Manual, Appendix 3 or click
here.
Thanks to Judy Staberow for verifying 177 BPP observers for the state of
Illinois. Her list will be added to our master list of observers.
Thanks to Crow Vecchio for contributing her photography for use on the BPP
homepage and BPP newsletters.
A number of participants have passed impressive milestones that deserve
recognition (Chart handles used):

What We're Working to Bring You
This month we will be sending out a participant survey through Constant
Contact to gauge participant satisfaction.
We are working to keep all webpages up-to-date by adding content, making
sure all links are functional and ensuring all pages are easy to find and use.

Observer of the Month
Tracy Irwin Storer

Tracy Irwin Storer was born in San Francisco, California, on
August 17, 1889. Growing up in the Bay Area, he attended
high schools in Oakland and entered the University of
California at Berkeley in 1908. While there Storer received
his B.S., M.S. and PhD in zoology, graduating in 1921.
From 1914 to 1923 Storer worked for the Museum of
Vertebrate Zoology Berkeley's campus, first as assistant
curator of birds and later as field naturalist. In 1923 he
joined the faculty of the University of California at Davis as
assistant professor of zoology and assistant zoologist in the
Experiment Station of the College of Agriculture. Storer was
the founder and sole faculty member of the Department of
Zoology at Davis until the department grew in 1935. He
became professor emeritus in 1956.
Storer's bibliography contains over 200 titles of scientific

articles and books. He was co-author of Animal Life in the Yosemite (1926) and
Sierra Nevada Natural History (1968). He authored several textbooks of zoology,
including General Zoology (1951) and Elements of Zoology, (1955) which were
translated into a number of foreign languages. In addition to his zoology texts, he
wrote Grizzly (1955). This book which was reissued in 1996 is still considered the
most comprehensive book on the California grizzly bear. On the basis of these
studies, Storer was asked to assist in designing the bear on the California state
flag.
Storer was a member of numerous societies, many of which he assumed leadership
responsibilities. He was vice president and president of the Society of Ichthyologists
and Herpetologists, the Society of Mammalogists, the Society of Naturalists, the

Eastern bluebird by John Paul
Benante
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Wildlife Society, the Cooper Ornithological Club; associate editor of Ecology and of
Ecological Monographs, and editor of The Journal of Wildlife Management. In 1968
the California Academy of Sciences bestowed on him its Fellow's Medal.
In 1960 the University of California bestowed upon him the LL.D. and in 1969
named the new zoology building on the Davis campus after him. Storer passed
away in 1973 after complications from surgery but left behind an indelible legacy.

Resources for biography:
University of California, Davis. General Library. Dept. of Special Collections.
Picture courtesy of University of California, Davis. University Archives, Special
Collections, UC Davis General Library.

Thanks to Audrey Miller for suggesting this bio.

Trivia
Last month's trivia question, What two characteristics distinguish male from female
wild turkey? was answered first by Henry Rosenthal with "the male turkey has a
waddle and is larger than the female." Answering spurs and beards would have also
been acceptable. Correct answers were also sent in by Ginny Alfano, Donna Lux
Hooker and Mary Small. 

This month's trivia question is: What BPP observer started the Christmas Bird
Count in 1900?

Remember to send your answers to Jessica. The first person to email a correct
answer will receive a BPP prize!

As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or complaints, please contact me.

 
Jessica Zelt
Program Coordinator
North American Bird Phenology Program
U.S. Geological Survey/ Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
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