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1. NEW "END-OF-THE-YEAR" REPORT 

In order to simplify the end-of-the-year process of "closing out" our files 
for each permit number, we are initiating the use of a formal "End-of-the-
Year" Report. The first such report accompanies this "MTAB". PLEASE 
COMPLETE AND RETURN THE FORM BY THE DATE INDICATED. Although most of the 
questions should be self-explanatory, the following comments may be of assis-
tance: 

Form Item 	 Comments  

A 	If you used no bands last year, please check the appropriate box, 
regardless of whether or not you have already submitted a "Negativ: 
Report". Although we have received many such reports from banders, 
we still need this form completed and returned. 

B 	As indicated in various MTAB's, we must have a schedule upon which 
each band used during Calendar Year 1970 is reported. If you have 
used some additional bands thus far into 1971, it is all right to 
include them with your 1970 schedules. 



Form Item 	 Comments  

You, as a master permittee or the "responsible individual" for 
a station permit, are responsible for insuring that all bands 
used by your sub-permittees are reported. 

C 
	

There is a "typo" in this section of the End-of-the-Year Banding 
Report form. In Item C.4. disregard the comma between the words 
"type" and "marker" in the first sentence inside the parenthesis. 
Sorry! 

Since January 1966, we have been attempting to complete our 
"auxiliary marker" files. We wish information concerning "who 
is marking what with which and where he is doing it" for each 
auxiliary marking program throughout North America. Once we have 
assembled a complete file, we will summarize, publish and distri-
bute this information to all banders in the hope that it will 
enable banders to more easily exchange sight records among them-
selves. Each time we feel the file is nearly complete, another 
letter arrives reporting a bird wearing a marker for which we have 
no record or we learn of banders who are authorized to use certain 
types of markers or to mark certain species in which they are no 
longer interested. These inactive projects tie up markers which 
could be released for use by other researchers. 111 
I wish to emphasize that NO ADVERSE ACTION will be taken against 
any bander who reports to us that he has been utilizing un-
authorized auxiliary markers. However, unauthorized marking 
projects WHICH ARE NOT REPORTED AT THIS TIME and which are detected 
at a later date will be considered grounds for permit revocation. 

D 	Please carefully review the number of active "sub-permittees" you 
now have working under your master permit. If you are the "re-
sponsible individual" for a State conservation agency, you should 
have issued each of your banders a "Letter of Authorization" (see 
MTAB-8, page 8). 

E & F 	Self-explanatory. 

G 	We are frequently asked just what contribution the banding program 
makes. Hopefully, the information you provide in resp,mse to 
question "G" will provide a bit more insight. Bear in mind that 
an article does not have to be authored by yourself or deal speci-
fically with banding to qualify as a "contribution of your banding 
activities". For example, if an Arbovirus worker took blood samples 
from birds you captured and published an article dealing with avian 
blood parasites found in those samples, you should list that 
article. Newspaper articles dealing with your banding activities 
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Form Item 	 Comments  

would also qualify. If you're not certain of the status of a 
given article, list it. We will weed them out. Include only 
articles published  in 1970. 

H 	If yours is a "master-station" permit, enter the name of the 
"station" as it appears on your permit. 

2. REPORT ONLY SELECTED "RETURNS" UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

For many years there has been a great deal of confusion over recording and 
reporting "return" data. The instructions in your Banding Manual are less 
than clear and most banders have their own opinion of what constitutes a 
" return". Many banders do not report "return" data and, since the late '50s, 
such data received at the Bird Banding Laboratory have not been entered into 
the computer files due to lack of personnel and funds. 

Over the next several months we hope to reach a decision as to whether or 
not we will require banders to report "return" data. You will be notified 
if it is decided that the data are valuable enough to gather and enter into 
the files. 

Until you receive such notification, please do not submit routine "return" 
records. You should continue to keep these data in your files and to submit 
reports for individual encounters with your banded birds such as significant 
longevity records, unusual seasonal records, etc-, which you feel are signi-
ficant enough to warrant recording. 

3. BANDERS ARE NOW AUTHORIZED TO "SALVAGE" DEAD BIRDS 

If you read the "Federal Register" you already know Vol.C 	35, No. 219, dated 
November 10, 1970) banders are now authorized to: 

7 ... salvage, for the purpose of donating to a public scientific or 
educational institution, birds killed or found dead as a result of 
the permittee's normal banding operations, and casualties from other 
causes ..." 

Prior to that date, any bander who did not possess a permit which authorized him 
to collect, salvage or possess Federally protected birds was technically in 
violation of Federal regulations any time he had such birds (or parts thereof) 
in his possession. 

No matter how conscientiously a bander carries out his activities, some birds 
inevitably will die in his possession. A bander also soon becomes known in 
his neighborhood as the "official" (if sometimes reluctant) recipient of dead, 
disabled or disowned birds. Since many of the dead birds which come into a 
bander's possession are banded, and since the "age" was recorded at the time 
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of banding, these birds can be accurately "aged" at the time of their death. 
Having lived out their life in the wild, these known-age specimens are very 
valuable additions to a museum's collection. 

I can't recall ever meeting a museum curator who felt his specimen collection 
was too large, and many museums maintain skeletal and tissue collections as 
well as "study skins". A continuing need for fresh specimens exists since 
old specimens fade, "trading" material is always needed, and birds are still 
subject to evolution. 

Prior to last November, there were museums who needed specimens and handers 
who were authorized to trap and handle live birds, but who were not au-
thorized to possess dead birds they encountered. This recent regulatory 
modification, which came about largely due to the interest and efforts of: 

Dr. Richard C. Banks, Chief, Bird Section, Bird and Mammal Laboratory, 
Division of Wildlife Research, BSF&W, Washington, D. C., 

Mr. Bernolt W. Palas, Chief, Branch of Permits, Division of Management 
and Enforcement, BSF&W, Washington, D, C., 

Mr. Walbert H. Kennedy, Chief, Branch of Regulations, Division of Manage-
ment and Enforcement, BSF&W, Washington, D. C,, and 

The Regional Supervisors, Management and Enforcement, in our Bureau's 
Regional Offices 

should help solve this problem, save valuable specimens and perhaps eliminate 
the need for some of the thousands of Scientific Collecting and Special, Use 
permits our Regional Offices now issue or renew each year. 

How Does This Change Affect You? Within the next few months you wiii receive 
more specific instructions concerning storage, shipping and reporting procedures. 
Until then you should: 

a. Store specimens which come into your possession, 	If you are now 
turning such material over to a "public scientific or educational insti-
tution", you may continue to do so.) Each bird should be placed in a 
separate plastic bag and frozen, Be sure to tag the bird. Such tags 
should list at least: 

(1) the species, 

(2) the age and sex if known, 

(3) how, when and where the bird died, 

(4) if the bird was banded, also enter the original banding data 
if you have them and the fact that you have reported this "recovery" 411  
to the Bird Banding Laboratory (see c. below). 
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b. Before the end of 1971 you will be provided a form upon which to 
report your disposition of these casualties. Until you receive more 
specific instructions you should keep a record of: 

(1) the number of dead birds of each species you encounter, 

(2) whether each dead bird was a banding casualty or died from other 
causes, 

(3) the name of the State in which the bird died, and 

(1) what disposition was made of the carcass. 

c. If salvaged birds are banded, and if the banding schedule has been 
sent to the Bird Banding Laboratory,  leave the band on the carcass and 
use a pink form 3-1807 to report the "recovery" to the Bird Banding 
Laboratory. Indicate in the "Remarks" section what you did (or plan to do) 
with the carcass. 

Be sure to indicate on the label you attach to the carcass  that you have 
reported the band to the Bird Banding Laboratory. Also include a note 
requesting the museum to record this information on the permanent label 
they attach to the specimen (otherwise, each scientist who examines that 
specimen throughout eternity will report the band number to us1). 

If you salvage a banded bird before  schedules have been submitted to the 
Bird Banding Laboratory, simply remove and destroy the band and indicate 
"Bird Dead" on the appropriate line when you send in your schedule. 

You should remember that this expansion of your permit authorizes you only  
to salvage  birds. It does not authorize you to collect or hold Federally 
protected birds. You must still apply for and receive permits through our 
various Regional Offices if you need to collect  or hold Federally protected  
birds  in captivity.  However, there is now no need for you to renew any Federal 
permit you possess for the purpose of salvaging birds. 

Be sure to check with the natural resource agency of the State(s) in which 
you may salvage birds since most States require you to possess a State permit 
to salvage (or band) protected birds. 

Accompanying this MTAB is a supplement to your banding permit which should be 
cut out and attached to your permit. This information will be included on 
new permits as soon as we can get them printed. When the new permits become 
available, they will be provided when banders routinely request permit re-
newals. 
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We will forward extra copies of this supplement for your sub-permittees. You 
will receive the number of copies you indicated you need in Item D of the "End-
of-the-Year Banding Report" form which accompanies this MTAB. 

4. NORTH AMERICAN NEST-RECORD CARD PROGRAM - COOPERATORS WANTED 

Many banders are probably aware of the North American Nest-Record Card Program 
coordinated by the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. This continent-wide 
program is now entering its sixth year and is accumulating, in a computerized 
file, data of much interest to ornithologists. 

Banders are in a position to provide extremely valuable data to this program. 
We encourage you to increase the value of your banding activities by cooperating 
in the Cornell program. Further information and forms upon which to record 
data may be obtained from: 

Dr. David D. Peakall 
Senior Research Associate 
North American Nest-Record Card Program 
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 
159 Sapsucker Woods Road 
Ithaca, New York 14850 

5. ATTENTION: BANDERS OF NESTLING PHOEBES, BARN SWALLOWS OR ROBINS 

We've recently received a request from Dr. David D. Peakall, the coordinator 
of the North American Nest-Record Card Program discussed eliewhere in this 
MTAB, for names and addresses of persons who have banded "considerable numbers 
of young phoebes, barn swallows and robins". Dr. Peakall is studying geo-
graphical variation of clutch size in these species and needs more data. 

Dr. Peakall is interested in hearing from any bander who has data of this type, 
Please write him directly at the address in the preceding item. 

6. FEDERAL INCOME TAX DEDUCTIONS - SOME OUT-OF-POCKET-BANDING EXPENSES 

When we sent our 1966 Xmas greetings, we mentioned that some out-of-pocket 
banding expenses may be deductible on your Federal Income Tax. Since then 
we have received questions on this subject from several banders, I recently 
submitted some of the more frequently asked questions to the Washington 'Office 
of the I.R.S. The general framework of the inquiry was as follows: 

11 ... since the purpose of banding birds is the generation of scientifically 
usable data, and since these data are contributed to the U. S. Department 
of the Interior, may banders claim the expenses they incur in producing 
these data as a deduction on their Federal Income Tax?" 

The questions, and answers from I.R.S., are summarized below: 
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Q Travel - May a bander deduct such things as mileage, boat rental, 
etc.? Some types of trapping activity involve many miles of travel. 
For example: Trapping raptors frequently involves driving back 
country roads until a hawk is sighted, at which time an attempt is made 
to capture the bird. In other cases, the banding location is in a rural 
area distant from the bander's home. Travel in the second instance 
primarily would be going to and from the banding site. 

A - Yes - IRS Regulations permit you to claim travel (actual cost or 
so much per mile) expenses incurred in making a contribution to a non-
profit organization. The travel expenses must be directly related to 
your banding activities. (Note: You would be ill-advised to try to 
claim vacation travel expenses, even if you do trap hawks en route and 
band a few birds when you arrive!) 

Q Subsistence - Banders frequently must travel to remote locations in 
order to capture certain species of birds, and set up temporary quarters 
in either a motel, camp site, etc.. Would such expenses be deductible? 

A - Yes - You may claim the cost of meals and lodging incurred on trips 
away from your "Tax Home".(Check with the IRS or your tax advisor for 
the definition of "Tax Home".) Such trips must extend overnight before 
the expenses are deductible and the primary purpose of the trip must be 
related to banding. (NOTE: You again would be ill-advised to try to 
deduct the rent for your vacation cottage, even if you do band a few birds 
between dips in the surf.) 

Q Bait - Many birds are attracted to traps by bait such as sunflower seeds, 
etc.. Would the cost for such bait be deductible? 

A- Yes 

Q Equipment - If banding expenses are deductible, would this include the 
cost of nets and material for the construction of traps and other equip-
ment used for gathering the data submitted to the Government? Where 
certain types of traps have an effective life of several years, should 
their costs be prorated? Are there any guidelines concerning how an in-
dividual should determine the "effective life" of a piece of equipment 
for the purpose of prorating? 

A This one is a bit more complicated. The cost of short-lived items such 
as mist nets would be deductible. The cost of longer-lived items such as 
traps, boats used for banding, etc., would not be deductible, even on a 
pro-rata basis. 

WE MAKE NO CLAIM TO BEING TAX EXPERTS. If you have any questions about whether 
or not an item is deductible, you should contact your tax advisor or your local 
IRS representative, who is listed in most phone directories under "United States 
Government, Internal Revenue Service". 
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Earl B. Baysinge 

7. SORRY KENTUCKY - CONGRATULATIONS MIGRATORY BIRD POPULATIONS STATION - 
HANG IN THERE ALA., CALIF., FLA., ILL., KY., MISS., N. MEX., UTAH AND VA. 

In MTAB-14 (p. 12), we announced the results of what appeared to be a race 
among several agencies to see whose 1969 Pre-Season Dove Banding Schedules 
would be the last to arrive at the Banding Laboratory. At that time the 
Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources was trailing (leading ?) 
the pack. 

We thought we had a sure winner when the South Carolina Department of Game 
and Fish's seven-month-overdue dove schedules arrived on May 4 and nosed 
out Kentucky. However, we had scarcely started working on the stack of letters 
from irate hunters who had reported encountering South Carolina banded doves 
when what now appears to be our "official winner (?)" drooped across the finish 
line. 

On May 8, we received the last of the Pre-Season Dove Banding Schedules from 
the Carolina Sandhills Mourning Dove Research Project - one of the Migratory 
Bird Populations Station's field stations! 

What's that they say about "chickens coming home to roost"? 

The "race" described above included only 1969 Pre-Season Dove Banding Schedules. 
As we check the results of the 1970 (and earlier) game bird banding (both dove. 
and waterfowl) "race", we find we still have a tight contest going. As of 
January 22 there are several States from which Game Bird Banding Schedules for 
1970, and in some cases we suspect even earlier years, have not been received. 
Needless to say, we are accumulating quite a collection of colorful comments 
from hunters who have reported bands but to whom we can't provide banding data. 

How 'bout that: Alabama, California, Florida, Illinois, Kentucky, Mississippi, 
New Mexico, Utah and Virginia? 
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At Xmas time in /66 
We wrote a poem (?)--just for kicks 
And sent it out to you who band 
At stations scattered thru the land. 

We sent our greetings out to you, 
We wished you well all year thru. 
And skillfully woven thru our rhyme 
Was a plea for records here on time. 

In '67 we once more tried 
To get the message thru your hide 
That in addition to good health 

and cheer 
We also wished your records here. 

Seasons Greetings and good cheer--
Enough to last throughout the year 
Were sent again in '68 
With a reminder--'twas getting late. 

And if your records weren't on time 
'Twould be your fault 'stead of mine 
'Cause we hinted in our ditty 
That to lose a permit is a pity! 

• 
In '69 we almost quit 
Writing poems (?) because it 
Seemed we just weren't getting thru 
To judge by the list of "The Rest of You." 

But here we go once again 
Saying "Best Wishes and Get 'Em In" 
And hoping with records that we'll be blessed 
('cause hope springs eternal in the Bureau-
crat's breast). 

This year we thought--for good measure 
We'd give each of you the added pleasure 
Of summing up and sending me 
And "End-of-the-Year Banding Report"--for '70. 

If you'll each take a minute and fill it out 
And send it in, then without a doubt 
It'll make things easier and we'll be thru 
Publishing lists of "The Rest of You"! 

BELATED BEST WISHES FOR THE HOLIDAY SEAS AND 1971 FROM THE STAFF 
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