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Tke Biological Survey wishes to thank bird banding cooperators
for their hearty support of Bird Bznding Notes, which has resulted
in the receiving of so much cory that only a rart of it can be in-
cluded 'in this number. iﬂmn‘ the rersdris that heve come in aré the
descrALtljns of several ntereat¢ng and ingenicus traps that have

been dev ﬁ'.m““ T3

oxie

of

which is flgured nerein.

Perticular attention

d to *he trap

is czlle designed by J. Eugene lew,
Cdifficulty ‘of trepring sone of *"nse chicksdees tu»t
“lesrned the mysteries of spaeru rers.

zs it may solve the
seecm to have

"new “etwod of ncﬂa11ng the crlglncl reccrds is working
most 5at¢bf&bt0111& It is seving & great auount of labor at the

central office,"End"it—is ue¢1eved ‘that it also simpliiies the wWork

of our can*srwtqrs.

0“crato*s are tatuticned not to mail-s

‘of these

large nurber

valucble records’ in an envelore, unless & piece of string is

tied around iv both ways. The sharp cdges end corners of the cards
will cut through an envelope very uLAJ-L esurting in. a possible
loss of records.  All cards -should be i-__ud out with pen and ink, for
they becone rert of 'a very large file that will'reunein in wse for rany
years. Lead.pencil entries are the ref re not satisfactory.,

If any

cogoper

ctor has on‘hand & large nurber of bands received

prior to February 1, 1923,

d will ;dvise the Bureuu of

& surply

]

£

blarik cerds 3;17 ba 1 rwérdéd for rep orulng their use.

NOTE: - "Bird Banding Notes"™ is not & publlcmtlxn in any sense
of ‘the word, being issued Eerely for the 1nform¢t10n of our coozerator

“not ‘for gﬂneval di ntr buticn. Hnmever anyone using in a:'publishead
any of ‘the informa tien contoln d: in th"s circular will be expected to
give full credit to the person narea end to thu BloWOglc@l Survey.




Don't forget to keep an accurate record of repeats and returns
and to send in & full account at least twice a year. (See Bird Banding
Notes No. 5.) Operators who wish to continue the use of schedules for
recording "repeets" and "returns" mey obtzin a supply upon request.
Interesting happenings or results will elways be welcomed for use in
Bird Bending Notes.

Advise the Biological Survey promptly of a change of address,
This is necessary nct only for the records of the Bureau, dut also
for the Division of Publications where is filed the mailing iist of
tird baznding cooperators.

STATIONS,

Mzny interesting and valuable accounts continue to come in from
trapping stations, which are of great importance in directing attention
to diffienlties or special problens that need investigation,

We are satisfied that bird bandeérs are persons sincerely interest-
ed in the welfare of the birds and that they are taking every precaution
to avoid mishaps., Occasionally, however, en operator will report a tragedy.
This information is needed, =zs it may become very useful at some future :
time, but cooperators should not take such accidents tco much to heart., It .
is to be reneubered that in the trarping amd handling of such highly
organized animels as birds, accidents are occasionelly almost unavoidable,
They déo not arpear to be nnmerous,rhowever; end are not to - be considered
&as particularly serious, in view of the high character of bird banding
data, Don't leave trars unattended for more than a few hours; protect
them from Dird enemies; and handle captives gently but firmly. With that
as & guide, znd with continued experimental work for the development or
inprovement of treps, we ¢en have assurance that bird banding work has
come to stay as a method of bird study, and to take the high place it de-
serves as & method of original research.

Several operators have questioned the advisability of banding
starlings and grackles, because of the fact that locally they are
respensible for more or less injury to other birds. The position of the
Bureau is that these species should be banded, and for the very reason
that they are occasicnally. troublesome. It is possible that they may
eventually develop into & serious economic problem, and the more data we
can gather concerning their life habits and distribution, the better can
we recomwend control measures. The bird banding method is designed
primerily for the gathering of facts. English Sparrows, however, should
not be banded. At some future time we may undertake a stucy of this
srecies through banding, but this should not be dcne now,




Stuart T. Danforth, of Ithaca, N. Y., reports that his principal
trapping station {located near the head of Cayuga Lake)} is in a shelter
that hes been used as a feeding station for many years. The station
should therefore yield good results since the birds already know that
food may be cobtained there. That feeding stations are potentizl banding
stations and thasv the Yransiormation is very easily effﬁcu"a is a matter
we have been discussing for severzl months, ﬁr. Danforth adds another
animal to our list of Yundesirable Graby havi a weasel
in an Ever-set irap used at one of hi { '

Mrs. Helen G. Whittle, of Cchasset, Mass., had an interesting
guest &t her station on Jenuary 1li, when a Richardson owl decided that
one of the small sparrows or juncos Ifeeding around the trap might be
requisiticned for breakfast. We learn, however, that the attack v
unsuccessful, although Mrs. Whittle was afforded a splendid
to study the owl at close range. DMrs. Wnittle has also been
an interesting group of seven white-throated sparrcws, that
found near the station at almost ¢ny time.” Mr. Baldwin has had a similar
experience 2% his Thomasville, Ga., station, anu 1t will be recalled that
he advances ihe theory of a "neizhborhood group. " (See The Auk,
p. 216.)

B, S. Bowdish, of DPemarest, N. J., has made soxe very intere
observations on the plumage of the pirple finch., Certain individua
that when first taken early in January shcwed no trace of color, were
acquiring this charscter when tzken as rereats during the last fart o
the month. This is a most interesting and valiusble contribution and
right in line with suggestions for the study of rlumsges that have been
rade by Dr. Charles W. Richmond, of the United Stetes National Museuvm.
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The canary cege trap described by Mrs. Elizabeth A. Herr
Bird Banding Notes No. 4) is proving popular. MNrs.Herrick has
installing a second trap, and other cooperators also have adobted

type. An interesting account just received is from ﬁr. Mgry F. Hobart, wio
in describing her station "Dodona," at Needinem Heights, Mess., states that
she is using this type of trap, although she oyeratea 1t by a "pull-string.
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R. E. Horsey, of Rochester, N. Y., kas sent in some interesting
notes from his station. He bas found that occasicnelly ice or snow will
gather cn the bands so that it is necessary to thax them out between thumbd
znd finger before the nunber casn be read. From his otservatlons, however,
this does not do zny harm to the birds as the bands werc ver frozen to
the leg. Occurrences of this cheracter are likely to be 'mcoinnon as this
"balling up" of the band with snow wouvld tzke place enly at certein
temperattres.

Mr. and Mrs. George F. Fisher, who cpmr" a2 station at State
Line, Wis., report banding 116 crossbills and s ins in two days They
use a drop trap operated on a platform outside “ulndow af .their house.




The station of J. K. Jensen, at the Thited States Indian School,
Santa.Fe, N. Mex., has developed & wost gretifying activity during the
12.% month or two.  Since Janvary first; M-.. Jensen has sent in aldiost
200 records of banded juncos (intermediate end pink-cided), western
evening grosbedﬂb, canyon tovhees, and other western birds. .4 recent
photograph from him shows a2 flock of evening grostesks on the lavm at
the school.

Mrs., Ida De Loach, ‘of Mulat, Fla., found & pair of Carolina wrens
roosting undar cne of her windows and decided that bands.
evening after dark she accordingly ceugbt ihem witl

banded and “epu them in & screened-in rorch wnitil igM-H

.given their liberty. We shall watch car only Tleorid

messure of exrectancy for further Lnuerestwnh obsert

Arthur Morley, of Swanpscott, Mass. , = f the birds
around his station on February 10. He had irate rds but a care-
ful count with the -aid of his traps sbowed just ov red birds feed-
ing at the station. Such data are valuable zud pol andtlher investige—
tion in which the Biologiczl Survey .is much i
bird counts, or censuses, 'in selected areas.

Farry G. Eigbee, superintendent of the Moose Till Bird Sa
at Sharon, Mass., has submitted the following tazble showing the
obtained at his trapping station for the yezrs 1920, 1921, 1922,

1923 to Jenuary 156, inclusive.

NUMBER AND STECTES OF BIRDS BANTED
By Harry George Higbee, qu;‘?!‘+~vieﬂu of Mooce H
Sharon, Mass., {rowm 1920 to January 16,

Species , : 1920 1921

liallard

Weood duck

Ruffed grouse
Ring-necked rheasant
Sparrow hawlk
Long-eared owl
Barred owl

Dowry woodpecker
Nortktern flicker
Chimmey swift

Phoebe

Cowbird

Baltimore oriole
Purple finch
Arerican goldfinch
White-throated srarrow
17 Tree sparrow

18 Chipring sparrow

-4

4

0=~ U AN

= b e
DL B O
oo Y
B RO D00 DOD

=l




Species. 1920 1921 1922 1923  Totel

19 Field sparrow 5 5
<0 Slate-colored junce - 20 33 29 82
1 Seng sparrow 7 &1 58

22 Swamp sparrow 1 L
23 Fox sparrow 14 14
24 Towhee g 9
25 Barn swallow & 1 6
26 Tree swzllow 1L 1
27 Cedar wexwing R 3
28 Red-eyed vireo e 2
29 Catbird 1 3 1 5
30 House wren : 1 2 3
31 Vhite-breasted nuthatch 2 1 3
32 Chiclkadee _ 43 10 1 54
33 Robin : 4 b 8
34 Bluebird 5 2 i
Totzl birds banded 10 . B 259 38 458

Returns:

May 11, 1922, Purple finch, 50203, bznded Mey 21, 1521,
Jan, 14, 1925, Junco, 12283, banhded Feb., 9, 1322,

Jden. iz, 1923, Tree sparrow, 12282,bended Feb. 5, l3cc,
Jdzn.l4, 1925, Tree sperrow, 13636, bended Apr. 6, 1922,
Jen.15, 1923, Tree sparrow, 122%1, banded Mar. 23, 1922,

“TRAPS,

No opportunity has been rresented to test the two treps mentioned
in Bird Banding Notes No. 4. These have been received from the shops and
from z superficizl examination it is thought that they will be found useful
for scme species not resdily captured by other trzaps.

Through the courtesy of Jaunes Parmelee the Biological Survey is
plamming this spring to estcblisn an experimental station ch his estste
in Washington, D. C. Here treps of various types will be tested for the
benefit of our cooperators. ' '

Most of the accidents that have been reported secem to occur in

using the drop trazp. Apparently, the birds detect the movement of those
traps that have board sides as these cause & heavy shadow. Mr. Lyon hes
been using several of these traps at his Waukegan, Ill., station, end ne
has not reported any casualties. We are therefore led tc bslieve that this
is becuase his traps are made entirely of wire netting, the sides of which
are nmerely sections of the original piece, bent at right angles toc Iorm the
trey. It mey be added that this is the simplest type of construction.
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In order to eliminate the swaying of this trap when the string is .
rulled and to providé@ fiore rapid action,.B. E. Horsey, of Rochester, N..Y.,
reports adopting the simple expedient of cutting the sugporting stick in
two and fastening thé pieces together agein with a small hinge. The hinge
is on the side toward the tray when the trap is set. When th2 string is
pulled the hinge orens, drorp 1ng tke trap instantly. :

J. Eugene Law, the Chairman of the Bznding Chapter of the C
Ornithological Club, has devoted = great deal of time to experime
work and has dev lSLd bird trap that should especially reccurend
because of its 51mpla end inexpensive construction. It is primarily a
"one bird trap," and as Mr. Law explains, "a fleet" of them are desirable
for each station. ;gp following QKﬁlglﬁs its comstructicn and operation:

F%ZSE EOTTOM
By J. Eugene

I have been experimenting with the new ides here descrided, testing
traps of variocus sizes and shapes - square, round, oblong, etc., and larger,
end snzller-and this 6"x12",x 4" high trap catches more hirds then any
of the otiers, clthough I have ons 6" x 6", X 4" high wade the same plan
which cztches nearly as meny. 1 say "new idea," but I can Ll;lﬁ "Toﬂwt oniy
for its application to a biré trap, fer_;he idea of a M"bale! dicyp
locking the door I have horrowed.from & bobcat trap of quite a dirf
design which zn ¢ld trapner showed me. . in this trep (6" x 12") f have caugh
the Cslifornia thrasher, brown towk golden-crowned sparrow, Ganbel sparrow,
and wren-tit without going out .of gy own yard.

To set the trap, the false botton is engaged with the back well 1 inch
off the ground ard keld there. by the trigger which tolds the door open when
in that position. As the door aznd the bale which locks it when it drops are

ometines not guite heavy.encugh to sustain the suspendsd Ia;ae botton;l often
pux & Chlu or- stone on the -open door.

The bait I put well to the buc< scross the cage froo. the door. Thus,
the bird has to step on the false bottow to reach the bait end the false
bottom can be pushed down so near the end. of the trigger thal the -_1gntest
touch will 1nstantly spring the tragp c.und the bird is locked iz.

I find that +he blkds hardlv h351tate at all to run right into this

trap even without zny camouflage, although I think they hestitate less in the
traps that I have painted with lipseed oil,.allowed to, dry, then re-painted 5
erd wile the oil was' still mwoist sifted dirt over it so that wnen ér‘ the ~
dirt'h6001cs part ‘of the trap,

False bot*ons made of either 1/an haruyﬁre cloth or cardhoard work
successfully, but the latter mus;_be.qgaouiliged with oil and dirt.




I feel that my experiments are conclusive enough with this small
trap, so that I am making & "fleet" of them inh order to nave them scattered
over some considersble distance when workimg thex.

I have also found that the ground-
attracted W fallow grouvand, so that i 2ring & spot for the trap sat
I scratch tne ground over a spacé consid 7 larger then the trep, exrosing
the fresh earth, and put the trzp in the center of it, Indeed, I fird that
by placing four of these trzps in & hollew square with doors outward the
catch is stimmleted., A day y four of these traps thus znd
within helf en hour cam bird in each one.

ing sparrows are at once

(0]
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This trap has the two elenents of simplicity and inexpensiveness.
Aliost any one with the least bit of nechanical gerius ccn reke it hia-
self, I still hore to perfect one, and think I bbve the detzils worked
out though I have not had time to ex;erlncnt with it yet, which will be
absolutely harn-rrocf to the bird even though it remein in the trar for
some hours. lLater I will let you lmow the result.

Now with regard to & transfer box in whickh to put extra birds when
more than one is caught zt once. founa thet the tremsfer box which ¥r.
Baldwin recongended would injure the birds in a very few minutes during
their struggles. I early lined both the door &nd the box with & tougk
brown paper lesving the end opposite the door unlined. Ey rlacing this
oren screen end egainst a perpendicular surface the birds within at once
cease strugpling, They seem resigned to the derkness and nerdly move about
at 21l even when there are more than once in the box, althouga I think it is
always better never to have two birds together. One can carry the vransfer
box with the unlined end ageinst his body and disturb the bird very little.

b 4D

I suggest, in lieu of Mr, Baldwin's type of box, a box of like size
made of coiruccted carton paper with = door of the sane and window scrsen
at the far end. A bird can not hurt itself in such a box. I make the
box taper slightly so thet the screen end is smasller, just large enough
to allow your hand to close over the bird. I take the additional rrecaution
to have a wire frawe hinged so that it telescopes tie door end, and about
this frene attack the large end of a stocking which has tie foot cut off
at the enkla. . To take out the bird I close this frame over the end of the
box, insert oy hnad in to the ankle end of the stocking, then open the immer
door, and there is no chsnce of the bird's uscaﬁinr. Without this stoclking
attachoent the bird will often slip back zlong one's arm eand out of the box
in spite of oneself.
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" SPECIFICATIONS,

Tep.=-Chicken wire 3/4-inch mesh, 6 x 12

Sides.-~Same meterial 4 x 36 inches.

Bend to fit tor;
the single open corner ty tn

- toer
twisting the regged ends of the zl the

orposing strands of the other end. Then attack top, again usiag locze e

No separete frane of hesvier wire
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o
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is necescary.

r_orening.--Cut from

ches higher, eliminating the regged eras.

cne lorng side zn opening
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1g 4 incnes wide by
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. Door.-- Two pieces of corrugated carton paperboard 6% x 3-1/4" and
4" x. 2" respectively. Paint all sides of both with linseced oil znd allow
to dry thoroughly. When dry repaint one 51do of the smaller piece and while
wet press the wet side tightly onto the larger piece fairly centered. Place
the two under a weight to dry. The linseed oil will sct as a water-proof
glue. Of course one could make the same door out of pieces of shingle or
any light board. A door 6% x 3-1/4“ nade of the same sereen as the box works
perfectly and can be bent so the.bale. locks it.

. Door hlng€S.—-Make two rlngs of ba.l'tng or other stlff light wire for
nlnges and aitach door as indicated in diagram.

Trigger.~-Make of ballng wire, bent halrpin shzpe, inserted into wall
of box just over door and against one side of door o;enlng, then bring the
ends rast each other till at almost right angles. Bend a little shoulder at
lower point where false floor is to be engaged.

False floor. -—Make of ‘corrugated board or of 1/3-inch-mesh hardware
cloth. If of board leave two points half an inch long to project for sup-
port through the mesh of the box at the back. If hardware cloth is used,
make hooks of two loose ends cutting off all other ends.close up.

Bale.--Preferably.but not -necessarily of wire heevier than baling
wire. Inside the box, curl the ends forward for half an inch then downward
half an inch and cut off. To support the hinging ends of this bale a wire
loop should be attached to each wall at the proper place so that the bale
will work accurately and can not be displaced.

. Cemoyflage.--If paper board or other beard is used for either docr

"or floor the catch is expedited if these parts are given a second coat of
linseed oil, after the first has emtirely dried, .and while the second coat

. is wet ‘sprinkle fine dirt all over them, to let a coating of sand adnere
and dry. -on. = § :

§§£.—-Lift bale and open door, Holding trigger in place under door
with one hand, engage the other end of trigger azgainst front edge of false
. floor and press down on door ko hold floor on shoulder of trigger tig.
Mzintein thi s pressure till trap is placed in position wanted, then rut &
srall chip or peablu on top of door well out, anc czutiously. release pressure.
Then push floor down till the shoulder of the,trlgﬂbr is just zbout rassed.
Thus the weight of tke tiniest bird will disengage the fzlse floor, releasing
the door, whick is, at once locked when the bale drors over it. Put a stone
" on tep of the traphso that s'large bird czn not tip it over in its struggles.

Bait. «-Use whlte bread cruﬂbs 'rglslns' b81r1€S or enything that the
. particular bird you are a¢ter Hrefhrs, place bait dcross flocr so that not
a crunk can be reached by & b*rd untll 1t hors onto the floo;. Put no bait

oux51de.




Removing bird.--Releasing doecr cautiously, slip fingers of both hands
behind door, orne hand or each side, taus ct once closing door with the hands.
Then grasp the bird.with right hend, ¥eevine door. spate not-filled by wrist
-goversd. by, Left hexd.  Wheri the bird-is: gresred 3%t czn Y& aAransferred to the
.+ left. hand through -open’ bostobl of s the Yreps:: This 1s.ezsier tb.n pulllng the

bird tu.; ou,;h the c‘:ox:r as. r.eucL or ta:u Ina" be in ..he wsy. w5 S :

-~ . s
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L R R, OMR TW“ S A s

ModeWS or specf‘maxaons of new. tr,,,;s ha.VS been: recemed ~:vlso from
Richard B, Harding, of Erookline, Mzss.; I. H. Jcahnston, of Charleston,
+¥. Vai; “R..H. Howland,. of Upper Montcleir;. N.--J.; Walter: B.  Savary; of
Wareham, Mess.; Frank L. Bishop, .of Rock:Port;Mo.; Mrs. H. C. Miller, of
Racine, Wis.; end Mrs. Rickard Flannigen, of Norway, Mich.; while F. W. Rerp,
“of Vicksburg,-Mich., “as-sent in'thé description and & drawing- of an in-
.genious arrangement -that he-has wsed wheh b'..nding-pu:p‘le wartins:” Wé Hope
te use. some, or all cf these in Fnture *ssue,s S S 2 :

BAI TS.

SR EEn e e i N s s R 3 :
- A% stated in Bird: E&ﬂding Notes ‘I\TQ;' ;°the Biologicsl Survey .has-
received & lettar from Dr: R. D ‘Bogk, ‘of Carn:mg, Gnm, on: tee subject
of baits. This deserves reéprogucing verbatim. - :

B."JTS FQR B.LPD TRAPS

t —_.. =

By DT'-’- Te D BOOV

In regz—u:'d to baﬂ“ for blras snoud tike 1:.0 cer't.":. ute my ‘experience
in tke hope that it nay possibly be heq:ful. Wild bpirds, it seens to me,
mest be-teught to.éat vew foods: 'I.was- told by certain-observers that birds
were very fond of the seéd of sorghut cane. 'Cne year: I:bought a.lotiof it
‘and found  tkat the birds with 'which I "am acguainted would not touch-its I
feel sure -that wheére ‘birds ‘are scquainted with. this foed they.would like it
very much, but the birds in oy neighborhood had probably never.seen it.be-
_Iore and would not toucL 1t tnoug_n I l’ep 1t in thelr s*g,n'c a.ll w1n+er

= TFOr a 'E1n;= I offerud corn- cakes Lut tney voulu riot ea* them, . A last
some of then’ mist have tasted énd found then good so they 21l began.to ect
them, - T¢ some extent this experience has béen repsated with other foods. Birds
“can be- taught to-eat many things with whl\.h they are orcinarily Lra-Cu_{\lc inted.
- I had a'pet robin thg.t 18veéd icde éream. He would :éwzkern st nine o'clock &t
night if we- had ice cream and déwand some of -it.. -it each little mouthful
‘5wallowed he woum ahlver but w'om.d mx.aedlately opr.n,has bl"'l *‘or more: ' 3

Pet crows and a grac]sh. went vula over coolma macarcni, evidently .

_t'ak:mg it for a new:kind of worm: Usually  they go tkrough thu neoticns of
) "klll:mg“ it before they swallow it:" When céoked with ieat mhich gives a
slight coating of fat it is ‘especially liked: I have not. tmed it but :
jmagine that as & trap bzit this nicht be quite successful. e

As a winter bait, however, I have found pie crust most exscellent
and it seems to me an ideal food, with the lard wkick it centcins. Birds
love the outer crust but usually avoid the part that is saturated with fruit
juices, merely, I imagine, because it is sticky and difficult to eat. For
cardinals in winter nothing is better tken waolie grzins of corn,




: mhev are friore Ln:varsaxkb eatPn. The Englqu walrut kernel’is. hy far the
'bcst, because sngll birds canm ea At ezsily. Ualess peanuts ‘are ground

S Sk

Out51de of- ‘this, I have-found nuts uhe most ten@twng food af all.

the smzller birds with which I am acguainied will not eat taem because

. they are apt to be too hard. Cardlnals tltuace ard chickadees will eat
these kernels in surmer as well as 1r.w1nter - thb cardinals especislly

Yet ‘I am never stUre of their apparent liking for' tncse foods ih the summer,
It aiways . seéus'tc me- that thosc birds which Iknow me ,nd come for the food
I toss to them individuzlly jare. doing so. partly to renew. acquaantanceshlb

. ar Frlendship,_ They: eat  the faod which 1 .give them but I feel sure that.

they come partly because it i€ to them a sort of gams, - Yet cardinals,
1nvar1ahly feed & little of-the En 1glisn walnuts to ths;r young efter they
have left the neést, and the latter ars $0 fond of them that they set-up a
hue znd cry when they see me,-after tastlng these:’ once forcnpg the adult
blrds by ‘their 1mportun1t495 ‘to return repeﬁtedlv for food. The little ones

\_w111 of course not come tq,ne for it and. COqu not eax it of themselves if

they dld come, - f”ﬂ s e T =

‘Anbthértthihé.‘ The fe&cle cmrdlnal is . partlcu1¢rly fond of Engllsh
walnuts when she is nesting. I presume it is a concentrated food 'and for
that reason especially accepta%le.wa

An experlenbe with & female t1trqupe was: pa:tlcu;arlJ 1nterest1rg.
" Her maxe was irn thes habit’ of elighting on:my hand for pie crust. 411 the
time she was incubating she was' crazy for it. ahe would leave the nest
when- I epproached and never cease her cries until the male would come
and get the food end cerry ‘it to-hers. This he would always do before he
.would return znd p*ocu;e some for himself. -PBut .the:strange part is this:
after the birds ‘were hatched the zother bird wonld not touech’ tke pie crust.
Never afterward to my kriowledge could she -be 1nauced to take it. Her mate
was &s.interesteéd as I in getting her:.to take it. .One day he tried it time

.and again but she treated his efforts with utter indifference. TFinilly

she was picking imder & szzll -bush and he filew with-a plece of .pie-erust.

to the bush and gently dropped it-through the leaves Just’ in fromt of her.
The femzle bird paid not the least attention to this, went on picking &t

the ground znd presently flew off, aprarently to the chagrin of her mate.

Now the part paxtlcularly interesting to e, is. the fact tbait during the.time
she was incubating the ferale was inordinately fond of this food, manifesting
- woat amcuntea Yo a craze for it. bnd this means that the latter idiosyncracy
‘is & matter of irherited tendency :{shall I say? 2) -dating beck to very great
ant1qu1ty - sometnzne thax -z have never.heard s;ggestau. )

s ;_._le\-DS s .‘ -

Durlng the past wa months , “many” thGﬁSando of .btands have been issued
to cooperators. For the resson that. thére is:a consider able amount of. labor
involved, it. is our.custom to hold order: cards Lnu4l eight .or tem have ac-
cumnlamed when an entire day is devoted to the- preparation, of the~str1ngs of
bands, recordlng and indsxing the issue,. znd. the puckins and meiling of the
bands and cards. For this reason operators sihould not delay ordering new
supplies until their stock of bands is practically exhaustzd. Of course it
is understood thet sudden invasions of different syecies of birds frequently
occur and deplete the supply of bands at a station in a very few days. Orders
naerked "Emergency" will therefore always receive our rroup% attention.




On the other hard, it is not wise to place an unusually large order
--at eny one time, - for a.large shipment - to one grerator, who would use only a
' comparatively- small number, would tie up 2 quant ity of ‘bands that could be
used to advcantage at other sto,tlons.

Another matter shoula be brought to the attention of' blrd banding
cooperators.. Lo not reissue bends to any .other person. In cases of
emergericy , oné operator mey: loen bands to znother, if this office. is- -
notified of the gquantity and the numbers involved, but issuing bands to "‘
- persons, who do not hold Federal permits might. render the recipient of the
* bands liadble to arrest by 2 Federal or Deputy Geme Warden. This shonld
be particularly emphasized where the persons imvolved are under eighteen *
years of :age, such as. members of school classes, boéy scout troops, ete.
Bird. banding permits are not transferable, and, furthermore, all operators
of experience have learned that the “?pllcatlon of small bands is a delicate
tzsk, while in working with large birds theré may te a certain amovnt of
danger. It will be thus seen that the actlntles of such persons might.
readily cause confusion in the ‘records, bring disrepute to the work because
of inexperienced handling, and render the bander liable to prosecution.

| RETURNS.
Operators are cautioned not to accept ‘visual re-odccurrerces &s
-.-“retms" ‘The only valid "rzetum" is the ou-d tnat is actually hgndled
and the mmber of -the band carefully read. :

Several mterestmc retu:ns heve been” recelved PrlnC].Pa,lly recaptures .
of birds banded. in, former years at thé same Statlon. These are of value as
they indicate that for .some species at.least, there is. an annual’ ref.u.m to

" . the same wmter -quarters, by which is meant thu exact area where t.i:.... md:.v:.dua.l

or floc¢k had wmterecl pre\uously. :

Aaron C Bagg,,of Holyoke Mess. 5 ‘has recamured ‘several’ of the tree
sparrows banded by him early in 1922, an’ axperier\ce thet has been sha,red. by
Wm P Wharton of Groton, Mass. , .end othér Nev Engl:;nd coo,,erat.or

; drs. W, K. Harr:.ng‘ton ‘of Norwall, Conn.,'_reCaptured a pur;le finch
on Janua.ry 26, 1923, that she had DaIldEd. on May 8 l.;z,:,.

Another pu.rple £ 1nch_ rettu'n of 1nterest comes from B.- S BOWdlSh of
Demarest, N. J.; on February 12, 1923, Mr, Bowdish ‘trapped purple finch
No. 6613'? bapded. on. Jenuary. 22, 1923, at F:a.l!‘f'l@ld. Conn. , by* Frank Novzk.

Such data are of much value ard can be used with advantage.
i

T. E, Musselman, repre’sentiﬁg the Inland Association, is operating .
Mr. Baldwin's Thomasville, Ga., station this season. On February z0, he
telegrephed Mr. Baldwin th.a.t the first mornlng ‘tae trars -were operated he ‘
caught fifty-seven o:.rds fifteen of. m.lvh ﬁarrleo. last year's bands. .His
complete report will be su:r:e to Co”ltra._."l nany interestzrg rbccrds.




e

BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATIONS.

At the annual meeting of the New England Bird Banding Association,
at Boston on January 17, the following officers were elected?! ©President,
Dr. Charles W. Townsend; first vice-president, Dr. Vinsor M. Tyler; second
vice-president, Dr. 4lfred 0. Cross; corresponding secretary, Laurzsnce E.
Fletcher; recording secretary, Mrs. Alice B. Harrington; treasurer, Charles B.
Floyd; councilors, Arthur C. Bent, 2faron C. Bagg, Charles L. Thittle,
Francis H. Allen, Ralph Lawson, and Prof. Frederick A. Saunders. The Biological
Survey was represented by Frederick C. lincoln, and the Inland Bird Banding
Association by S. Prentiss Baldwin. A dimmer, given by Mr. Fletcher in honor
of the retiring president, E. H, Forbush, was a delightful fsature of the
reeting. At this time, the dirers were carefully and systematically "banded"
and given strict injunctions to "return" another year. It seemed to be the
concensus of orinion that if the "trap" be as well "baited" next year, the
Association should secure 100 per cent "returns'.

Considerable activity is noted in the region of the Inland Bird
Banding Association, The president, Mr. Bzldwin, called at the Washington
office on March 2, and reported satisfactory progress in the work. Ad-
ditional operators are needed in the centrzl arez, in order to study more
thoroughly bird migration in the Mississippi Valley, so that if anyone
knows of suitable persons residing in that territory who might be interested
in the work, he should write either to the Bureau or to the Secretary,

Wm. I. Lyon, Wavkegan, I1l.

J. Eugene Law, Chairman of the Banding Chapter of the Cooper
Ornithological Club, will probably organize the work zlong the Pacific

coast to cover the Statesof California, Oregon, Weshington, and the
neighboring Canadian Provinces.

The Linnaean Society of New York and the Delaware Valley Ornithological
Club are also preparing to take zn active part in the work of bird banding.
The committee sppointed by the Linnzean Society consists of R. H. Howland,
chairman; B. S. Bowdish; M. S, Crosby, and Dr. J. T. Nichols(ex~officio).
Wharton Huber, the Assistant Curator of Birds at thae Philadelphia Acadeny
of Natural Sciences, is chairman of the committee appointed by the Delawsre
Valley Club.
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